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Adamsô first book 
with 12 original photographs 

 

1. [ADAMS , Ansel]. Austin, Mary Hunter [1868-1934] 

and Adams, Ansel Easton. Taos Pueblo. Photographed by 

Ansel Easton Adams and Described by Mary Austin. Folio 

(16¾x12½). 12 original silver photographs on special paper. 

Title page printed and decorated in black and orange; Indian 

design by Valenti Angelo. Half tan Niger leather with orange 

linen-covered boards, title stamped in blind on front cover; 

bound by Hazel Dreis. Slight fading to spine near front cover, 

but a fine and clean copy. San Francisco: (Grabhorn Press), 

1930.  $40,000. 
 First edition. Limited to 108 numbered copies signed by 

both ñAnsel E. Adamsò and ñMary Austinò in the colophon, this 

being copy number 29. When Taos Pueblo, Adamsô first book, was 

published in 1930, he was only 28 years old. He had recently put 

aside an emerging career as a concert pianist to pursue photography 

full time. The twelve original photographs in Taos Pueblo include 

several formal portraits (reminiscent of Carl Moon or Edward Curtis) 

as well as intimate landscapes and architectural studies. The sheets on 

which the photographs were printed were sensitized by W. E. 

Dassonville. The bookôs title and colophon were printed in orange 

and black; the initial, title numbers, and thirteen marginal designs 

were printed in orange. The Indian design on title page was by 

Valenti Angelo, repeated as a headpiece and in the margins. The 

book was printed in handset Goudy New Style type on machine made 

paper. The bookôs solid success at the height of the Great Depression 

(all 108 copies were sold over two years at $75. each) encouraged 

Adams to continue in his course as a photographer of the American 

landscape. [Grabhorn Bibliography: 137]. 

 

2. ADAMS , Ansel and John Muir . Yosemite and the 

Sierra Nevada. Photographs by Ansel Adams. Selections from 

the Works of John Muir. Edited by Charlotte E. Mauk. Small 

4to. 132pp. 64 full -page photographic plates. Tan cloth 

lettered in brown on spine and front cover. A very fine copy. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1948.  $200. 
 First edition. The work includes extensive photographic 

notes for each of the 64 photographs by Adams. 

 

SOLD ADNEY , Tappan. The Klondike Stampede. xii, [2], 

471pp. Profusely illustrated with half-tone photographs 

(including folding panoramas), appendices. Publisherôs red 

cloth stamped in gold and black. A very fine and bright copy. 

New York: Harper & Brothers, 1900. $300. 
 First edition. Very scarce, especially in this condition. The 

author was special correspondent for Harperôs Weekly in the 

Klondike. He presents a detailed and fascinating account of the gold 

rush to the Yukon in 1897-98, with informative chapters on trails, 

dogs and dog driving, mining methods, and social conditions in 

Dawson. [Wickersham: 4272]. 

 

4. [AMERICANA ]. Lee, Guy Carleton and Francis 

Newton Thorpe [Editors]. The History of North America. 20 

vols. Approx. 500pp. per volume. Profusely illustrated with 

over 1,500 illustrations (some folding) including beautifully 

hand-colored frontis plates or portraits in each volume, 

facsimiles of letters, signatures, manuscripts, etc.; numerous 

maps; portraits of historical figures; and more. Chronology, 

appendices, listing of illustrations; general index. Black cloth, 

printed paper spine labels, top edges gilt. Some slight general 

extremity rubbing, ownerôs small rubber stamp to inner cover 

of each volume, one volume with light wear to head of spine, 

5 spine labels chipped. Overall a fine, uncut and untrimmed 

set. Philadelphia: George Barrie & Sons, 1903-1907. $1,200. 
 First edition. Number 137 of 1000 sets. This is the 

ñUniversity Editionò with hand-colored frontis plates or portraits in 

each volume (includes a hitherto unpublished photographic portrait of 

Teddy Roosevelt). An important and scholarly set, each volume 

written by an expert in their particular field. All the volumes are 

superbly illustrated. Includes Discovery and Exploration; The 

Indians; The Colonization of the South, The Middle States, and New 

England; The Revolution; The Growth of the Constitution; The 

Louisiana Purchase and Westward Movement; Mexico, Central 

America and the Southwest; The Pacific Slope and Alaska; Canada 

and British North America; Growth of the Country from 1803-1839, 

and 1839 to 1860; The Civil War (from the Southern Standpoint and 

Northern Standpoint); The Reconstruction Period; The Rise of the 

New South; The Development of the North; Prehistoric North 

America; and Insular Possessions. 

 

5. ANDERSON, Winslow. Mineral Springs and Health 

Resorts of Californiaé Tall octavo. xxx, 384pp. 67 wood-

engraved illustrations. Indexes. Brick pictorial cloth stamped 

in black and gold, gilt-lettered spine. Ownerôs name at top of 

title page, Light damp stain to portion of fore-edge and top 

edge of first twenty leaves, covers slightly bowed, else a fine 

copy. San Francisco: The Bancroft Company, 1892. $500. 
 Second printing, first published in 1890. Quite scarce. One 

of the classic works on the health spas of California. Covers all the 

various ñhealth resortsò in all California counties. Also includes 

numerous other domestic mineral springs throughout the United 

States and foreign springs in Canada, France, Prussia, Germany, 

England, Bohemia, and Austria. Provides description and abundant 

statistical information for each mineral spring as well as general 

discussion on medicinal uses, classifications, how to bathe, 

temperatures, duration, various douches, etc. Includes an index to the 

springs as well as a ñGeneral and Therapeutical Index.ò Full-page 

plates include Yosemite Valley, Clear Lake, Anderson Springs, 

Byron Hot Springs, Paso Robles, the California Geysers, Harbin 

Springs, Litton Springs, Palm Valley, San Marcos Hotel and Grounds 

in Santa Barbara, Lake Tahoe, Doolanôs Ukiah Vichy Springs, Santa 

Cruz Beach and Monterey Baths, Hotel Del Monte, Pacific Grove, 

and others. [Cowan: p.16; Rocq: 16651]. 

 

6. ANGELO , Valenti. Valenti Angelo: Author - 

Illustrator - Printer. Folio. 97pp. 43 plates from books 

decorated by the artist, mostly in color, some hand-colored, 

some with hand-applied gold. Red cloth-backed orange boards 

decorated in blue, printed paper spine label. A fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1976. $700. 
 First edition. Limited to 400 copies printed by Andrew 

Hoyem and signed by Valenti Angelo. Remains one of the most 

sought-after Book Club titles and the only catalogue raisonnée of this 

important artist/illustrator/printer. Includes an appreciation by Oscar 

Lewis, essay by Robert Grabhorn, autobiographical story by Angelo, 

and a bibliographical checklist edited by Anne Englund. Original 

prospectus laid in. 

 

7. ANTHONY , C. V. Fifty Years of Methodism. A 

History of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Within the Bounds 

of the California Annual Conference from 1847 to 1897. 453, 

[x, index]pp. Errata slip tipped-in. Brown cloth, gilt-lettered 

spine. Spine lightly faded, ink inscription on inner front cover, 
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else a fine copy. San Francisco: Methodist Book Concern, 

1901.  $90. 
 First edition. A comprehensive history via the 48 California 

Conferences since 1848 

 

SOLD ARAX , Mark and Rick Wartzman. The King of 

California. J. G. Boswell and the Making of a Secret American 

Empire. viii, [4], 558pp. Numerous historic photographs. 

Extensive notes, bibliography, index. Black boards, gilt. A 

very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. New York: Public 

Affairs, (2003). $45. 
 First edition. This colorful history of California tells the 

story of Americaôs biggest farmer, J. G. Boswell, who controlled 

more than $1 billion worth of water rights and real estate in the heart 

of the state. Boswell owned more agricultural acreage and controlled 

more river water than any other land baron in the West. He grew 

more cotton than anyone and began the first major retirement 

community in the country ï Sun City, Arizona. 

 

 

Official papers of the ñrecent discoveryò 
 

9. [AUSTRALIAN GOLD RUSH ]. Correspondence 

Relative to the Recent Discovery of Gold in Australia. [With] 

Further Papers Relative to the Recent Discovery of Gold in 

Australia. 2 volumes. Small folio. iv, 76 + viii, 131pp. Map 

(Upper Turon Gold Diggings), text maps and illustrations. 

Original blue wrappers printed in black. Part I: chipping to 

wrappers at head of spine and fore-edge of front wrapper; Part 

II: soiling to wrappers, light wear to head and foot of spine. A 

near fine set. London: Printed by George Edward Eyre and 

William Spottiswoode, 1852. $2,500. 
 First edition. Very rare. The first official report of the 

Australian gold discovery. These papers were ñPresented to both 

Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty, February 3, 

1852.ò A series of papers presented to the British Parliament as 

elicited from dispatches sent by Governor Fitzroy and Lieutenant-

Governor Latrobe, covering the gold discoveries and other colonial 

activities up to 1852 for New South Wales and Victoria. This rare 

work includes the initial reports on the discovery of gold in the 

vicinity of Bathurst and Victoria. It describes the setting up of 

licensed gold fields after the discovery of gold by Edward Hammond 

Hargreaves, as well as details of regulation for enforcement, 

geological surveys and explorations for new fields. This work also 

discusses the discovery of a large mass of gold weighing 106 pounds, 

the fact that many with merely a tin dish able to pan one of two 

ounces of gold a day, etc. 

 

10. [AUSTRALIAN GOLD RUSH ]. Hargraves, 

Edward Hammond. Australia and Its Gold Fields: A 

Historical Sketch of the Progress of the Australian Colonies, 

from the Earliest Times to the Present Day; with a Particular 

Account of the Recent Gold Discoveries, and Observations on 

the Present Aspect of the Land Questioné Tall 12mo. xvi, 

240pp. Engraved frontis portrait, hand-colored folding map. 

Blind and gilt-stamped dark blue cloth with gilt Australian 

coat-of-arms on front cover. Lower blank portion of title page 

trimmed and repaired, lower blank portion of page xi trimmed 

away, ownerôs name stamped on endpaper and title page, very 

light wear to spine ends, corners just showing. With the 

exceptions notes, a fine copy in the publisherôs dark blue 

cloth. London: H. Ingram & Co., 1855. $900. 
 First edition. One of the most important books on the 

Australian Gold Rush. The author (1816-1891) was a gold prospector 

who claimed to have found gold in Australia in 1851. This work 

includes the authorôs accounts of his earlier observations in the 

California Gold Rush and the geological similarities which inspired 

him to return to the Macquarie Valley in New South Wales. There, on 

February 12, 1851, he claimed to have found gold. With the publicity 

thus raised Hargraves claimed enormous cash rewards from the 

government of New South Wales for his discovery (£10,000.). In 

1877 Hargraves was granted a pension of £250. per year which he 

also received from the government until his death in 1891. The hand-

colored folding ñOutline Map of Australiaò shows the gold fields 

colored in a gold/yellow color. 

 

11. [AUSTRALIAN GOLD RUSH ]. Howitt , William. 

Land, Labor and Gold; or, Two Years in Victoria: with Visits 

to Sydney and Van Diemenôs Land. 2 volumes. 12mo. Pp. 

xviii, 441 + xiv, 426 plus 8 pages of advertisements. 

Publisherôs dark brown blind and gilt-stamped cloth. Very 

slight rubbing to spine ends, one corner showing, else a very 

fine and bright set. Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1855. $450. 
 First edition. A well-known author from a Quaker family, 

the 60 year old William Howitt and his two sons set sail for the 

Australian gold fields in 1852. The results of his travels appeared in 

the set offered here as well as two other works on the subject. He had 

only moderate success as a digger, but his two-year stay provided 

material for these publications. Variously described by historians as 

an ñearnest Quakerò and a ñself-styled radical,ò his criticisms of the 

Victorian goldfieldsô system reflected his hatred of injustice. 

Howittôs interests were varied, and he can be found reflecting on 

everything from the destruction being wrought on the environment to 

the torment of mice and flies. An observant, literary participant in life 

on the diggings, his works provide an invaluable contemporary 

account of events. 
 

12 [AUSTRALIAN GOLD RUSH ]. [Laye, Elizabeth 

P. Ramsay-]. Social Life and Manners in Australia. Being the 

Notes of Eight Yearsô Experience. By a Resident. Pp. ix, [1], 

209, [1], [2, ads]. Publisherôs advertisements to fixed 

endpapers. Blind-stamped plum cloth, gilt-lettered spine. 

Spine faded to brown. Contemporary book label on inner 

cover. A fine copy. London: Longman, Green, Longman and 

Roberts, 1861. $1,250. 
 First edition. Extremely scarce, especially in this condition. 

Until fairly recently (2002) the authorship of this work was attributed 

to a Mrs. Elizabeth Ramsay-Laye. It is now assumed that the author 

was Mrs. A. C. White, the wife of Major Hans White. This work is an 

extremely rare and fascinating account of the Victoria gold fields and 

society in Australia in the 1850ôs. 

 

13. [AUSTRALIAN GOLD RUSH ]. Sidney, Samuel. 

The Three Colonies of Australia: New South Wales, Victoria, 

South Australia; Their Pastures, Copper Mines, & Gold 

Fields. xvi, [17]-408pp. Engraved frontis, 9 engraved plates. 

Original blind-stamped rose cloth, spine lettered in gilt. Lower 

corners slightly jammed, spine faded to brown. Small ownerôs 

sticker to upper corner of fixed endpaper; oval embossed 

binderôs stamp to upper corner of fixed endpaper. The 

slightest of foxing to two preliminary leaves, else a fine, clean 

and tight copy. Auburn: Derby and Miller, 1854. $250. 
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 First American edition. Scarce thus. The history of 

Australia from 1520 to 1822, mentioning the various Governors 

(Phillip, King, Bligh, et al); Practical advice for the emigrant and; 3. 

A description of the Aborigines, birds, animals, climate, religion, 

education, law, the wool trade, travels through the bush, Adelaide, 

copper mines, rivers, ports, railway, etc.; including an entire chapter 

(60pp) on the gold discovery. The frontispiece is a portrait of Edward 

Hammond Hargreaves, the discoverer of gold.  [Ferguson 15679]. 

 

SOLD BAER, Kurt. Architecture of the California Missions. 

Quarto. xvi, 196pp. 84 photographs by Hugo Rudinger, 6 text 

figures, table of founding dates and dimensions of the 

Missions. Brown cloth, gilt. A very fine copy with pictorial 

dust jacket. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 

California Press, 1958.  $90. 
 First edition. A scholarly examination of the architectural 

styles of the California missions as examples of Spanish Colonial 

architecture. 

 
15. BAER, Morley and Augusta Fink . Adobes in the 

Sun. Portraits of a Tranquil Era. Photographs by Morley 

Baer. Text by Augusta Fink. Oblong quarto. 144pp. Illustrated 

throughout with high quality halftones. Gray cloth, gilt-

lettered spine. Spine slightly faded, else a fine copy. San 

Francisco: Chronicle Books, (1972).  $75. 
 First edition. Designed by Adrian Wilson. A wonderful 

combination of photographs by this noted architectural photographer 

along with text by Monterey historian, Augusta Fink. Shown and 

discussed are interior and exterior shots of Monterey structures, 

design and architectural details, the simple homes of pioneer settlers, 

spacious townhouses of Colonial Monterey, etc., all built between 

1817 and 1867. Specific adobes include Casa Boronda, the Custom 

House, Estrada adobe, the first theater, the French consulate, the 

Gutierrez adobes, the Larkin house, Martinez adobe, Casa Pacheco, 

the Stevenson house, and many more. 

 

16. BAER, Warren. The Duke of Sacramento. Reprinted 

from the rare edition of 1856, to which is added a sketch of the 

Early San Francisco Stage by Jane Bissell Grabhorn... 78pp. 

Printed in red and black. Illustrations by Arvilla Parker. Cloth-

backed boards, paper spine label. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1934.  $60. 
 One of 550 copies. The first of the Third Series of Rare 

Americana. A comedy in four acts, reprinted from the rare edition of 

1856. Includes a sketch of the Early San Francisco Stage by Jane 

Bissell Grabhorn. [Grabhorn: 212]. 

 

17. BAIRD , Jr., Joseph Armstrong. Californiaôs 

Pictorial Letter Sheets, 1849-1869. Folio. 171pp. 59 full size 

reproductions of original letter sheets, one in rear pocket. 

Decorated boards, red Nigerian goat skin spine. A very fine 

copy. San Francisco: David Magee, 1967. $300. 
 First edition. Limited to 475 copies. Lists 343 Gold Rush 

era letter sheets, including variants, giving the full title of each sheet, 

medium of reproduction, publisher, artist, etc. Complete indexing. An 

invaluable reference. 

 

18. BAIRD , Jr., Joseph Armstrong. Timeôs Wondrous 

Changes: San Francisco Architecture, 1776-1915. Foreword 

by Susanna Bryant Dakin. 67pp. 44 photographic plates on 24 

pages, 2 maps, numerous detailed text illustrations. Light blue 

pictorial cloth stamped in white, lettered in gilt on spine and 

front cover. A fine copy. San Francisco: California Historical 

Society, 1962.  $125. 
 First edition. Limited to 1,000 copies printed by Lawton 

Kennedy. A description of the changing architectural styles in San 

Francisco from the Mission period to the Panama-Pacific Exposition 

of 1915 with particular emphasis on the fascinating parade of 

ornamental and structural changes of the later 19th century. Also 

included is a section with details on ñ30 Characteristic San Francisco 

Buildingsò still standing, keyed to a map; a glossary of architectural 

terms; sources of the illustrations; a detailed description of each of 

the 44 plates; a selective bibliography, and an index. 

 

SOLD BANCROFT , Hubert Howe. California Pioneer 

Register and Index, 1542-1848. Including Inhabitants of 

California, 1769-1800 and List of Pioneers. 392pp. Black 

cloth, gilt. A very fine copy with printed yellow dust jacket. 

Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1964.  $125. 
 First edition. A valuable single-volume compilation of 

biographical and genealogical information extracted from Bancroftôs 

monumental seven-volume ñHistory of California,ò originally 

published 1884-1890.. Includes genealogical information and lists of 

early inhabitants and pioneers contained in Bancroftôs volumes. 

Excellent reference in one handy volume. 

 

20. BANCROFT , Hubert Howe. History of the Life of 

John G. Downey. A Character Study. 18pp. Engraved frontis 

portrait. Black cloth, gilt. Frontis engraving foxed, else a fine 

copy. San Francisco: The History Company, 1889. $50. 
 First separate book edition. John Gately Downey (1826-

94), 7th governor of the state (1860-62), went to California without 

money but made a fortune in his Los Angeles drugstore, the only one 

between San Diego and San Francisco, and in ranching and real 

estate operations near the town he named for himself. He later 

became a banker, first with Alvinza Hayward, then with I. W. 

Hellman. As acting lieutenant governor he succeeded to the 

governorship upon the retirement of Latham. He was a strong Union 

supporter in the Civil War (James D. Hart). 

 

21. BARR, Louise Farrow. Presses of Northern 

California and Their Books, 1900-1933. 278pp. Original green 

cloth, leather spine label. Spine slightly faded, else a fine 

copy. Berkeley: The Book Arts Club of the University of 

California, 1934.  $275. 
 First edition. Limited to 400 copies printed by Samuel T. 

Farquhar at the University Press. A necessary reference with 

excellent historical text on the presses as well as bibliographies for 

each press including the authorôs complete descriptive collation for 

each book. This book is in constant demand and is rarely offered. It is 

particularly useful for books issued by the smaller, more obscure 

presses. Includes the Eucalyptus Press, Helen Gentry, the Grabhorn 

Press, the Lantern Press, John Henry Nash, the Old Garret Press, 

Ricardo J. Orozco, Thomas C. Russell, the Westgate Press, the 

Windsor Press, and the other small presses of the period. Also 

included are ñInstitutions Cooperating with Presses,ò including the 

American Institute of Graphic Arts, The Book Club of California, and 

the Roxburghe Club of San Francisco. 

 

22. BEECHEY , Captain F.W. An Account of a Visit to 

California, 1826-ô27. Introduction by Edith M. Coulter. 

Quarto. 81pp. 4 plates reproducing water colors by William 

Smyth, and a reproduction of a manuscript map by the author. 

Handset type, French handmade paper. Half vellum over red 
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cloth, gilt. Very light rubbing to edges near corners, else a fine 

copy. San Francisco: Book Club of California, 1941.  $250. 
 One of 350 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press. Reprinted 

from the California portion of the first (1831) edition of, ñA Narrative 

of a Voyage to the Pacific and Beringôs Strait Performed in His 

Majestyôs Ship Blossom...ò. Beechey arrived in San Francisco on 

November 7, 1826. He remained about a month in California, 

returning in 1827 for another monthôs stay. He gives a description of 

San Francisco harbor and tells of the sad state of affairs of both 

mission and presidio. He also visited Monterey. The first edition of 

this work was illustrated but included only one California scene. The 

illustrations in the work offered here are from original watercolors by 

William Smyth, one of the artists accompanying Beechey. The 

original watercolors, published here for the first time, include views 

of the Bay of Monterey, the Presidio and Pueblo of Monterey, 

Mission of San Carlos, and H.M.S. Blossom. [Grabhorn: 354; 

Zamorano Eighty: 4, note]. 

 

23. BEILHARZ , Edwin A. and Carlos U. López. We 

Were 49ers! Chilean Accounts of the California Gold Rush. 

xx, [2], 230pp. Numerous photographs from drawings, 

photographs, and prints. Bibliography. Gilt-lettered black 

cloth. A very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. Pasadena, 

California: Ward Ritchie Press, (1976). $30. 
 First edition. A collection of diaries and personal accounts 

by South American emigrants during the California Gold Rush. The 

writers were Chileans and during the early years of the Gold Rush 

they constituted the second largest foreign contingent. These 

eyewitness accounts were written either on the spot or within a few 

years of the events described. 

 

24. BERTHOLD , Victor M. The Pioneer Steamer 

California, 1848 -1849. [12], 106pp. Frontis, 5 illustrations. 

Publisherôs dark blue cloth, paper spine label. A very fine and 

bright copy with plain glassine jacket and slipcase (glassine 

darkened, one chip). Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1932.  $150. 
 First edition. One of 550 copies. An account of early 

steamship travel from the East Coast to the West, compiled from 

early diaries, newspapers, and the log of the ñCalifornia.ò This work 

is the first authentic account of the ñCaliforniaôsò journey and 

contains the only accurate list of passengers. [Kurutz: 51]. 

 

SOLD BESCHKE, Prof. Wm. The Dreadful Sufferings and 

Thrilling Adventures of an Overland Party of Emigrants to 

California, their Terrible Conflicts with Savage Tribes of 

Indians. Compiled from the Journal of Mr. George Adams. 

Tall octavo. 60pp. Illustrations. Original printed stiff 

wrappers, stapled into library card stock. Overall, a fine copy. 

New Orleans: Paul Veith and Carleton King, 1946. $60. 
 Reprint of the very scarce original edition, first published in 

St. Louis in 1850. ñRomantic improbabilities purporting to be based 

on the diary of George Adam, one of the adventurers. Professor 

Beschkeôs inventive genius, here first demonstrated, later fructified in 

his 1865 patents for ironclad ships and turretsò (Howes). ñThe 

contents of this work and the illustrations are of a highly lurid 

characterò (Cowan). ñBeschke serves as another example of fiction 

made to look like fact. The story details the expedition of the 

óCalifornia Phalanx,ô a group of young men mainly from France as 

they journeyed from New Orleans to California via the Southern 

Routeé in 1946, P. Veith and C. King reproduced this account by 

photolithographyò (Kurtz). [Cowan: p.51; Howes I: B-396; Howes II: 

B-393; Kurtz: ]. 

 

SOLD BIDWELL , John. Echoes of the Past: An Account of 

the First Emigrant Train to California, Frémont in the 

Conquest of California, the Discovery of Gold and Early 

Reminiscences. Thin 12mo. [4], 91pp. Illustrated from 

photographs. Original green printed wrappers. Slight repaired 

damage to spine, else a fine copy. Chico: Chico Advertiser, 

(1914).   $150. 
 First separate edition. These sketches were originally 

published in the Century Magazine, Nov. - Feb., 1890-91. They 

include Bidwellôs account of the first overland journey to California 

by a prospective settler. [Cowan: p. 52; Howes I: B-432; Howes II: 

B-428; Kurutz: 55a; Wheat, Books of the Gold Rush: 16]. 

 

27. BIDWELL , John. The First Emigrant Train to 

California. With Illustrations by Frederic Remington & 

Foreword by Oscar Lewis. 54pp. Portrait, 8 text illustrations 

(3 full page), map endpapers. Buckram, gilt-lettered leather 

spine label, gilt wagon wheel on front cover. A very fine copy 

with the plain paper wrap-around chemise. Menlo Park, 

California: Penlitho Press, (1966).  $75. 
 One of 400 copies. Reprint of Bidwellôs article for 

ñCentury Magazineò in the early 1890ôs, recounting his overland trek 

to California as part of the Bartleson-Bidwell Party. It is 

accompanied by Remingtonôs illustrations, which first appeared in a 

later issue of that magazine. 

 

28. BIDWELL , John. In California Before the Gold 

Rush. Foreword by Lindley Bynum. 111pp. Portraits. Cloth-

backed boards. Slight darkening to edges of boards, ownerôs 

name on endpaper, else a fine copy. Los Angeles: Ward 

Ritchie, 1948.  $60. 
 First book edition with this title. These articles first 

appeared in issues of the ñCentury Magazineò in 1890-91 and were 

later issued (1914) under the title of ñEchoes of the Past.ò A good 

account of Bidwellôs trip across the plains and his early life in 

California. One of 1000 copies.  
 

29. BIDWELL , John. A Journey to California, 1841: 

The First Emigrant Party to California by Wagon Train. The 

Journal of John Bidwell. Introduction by Francis P. Farquhar. 

55pp. + 32 page facsimile of the original printing. Folding 

map; bibliography. Blue plaid patterned cloth, gilt-lettered 

spine. A very fine copy. Berkeley: Friends of The Bancroft 

Library, 1964.  $90. 
 Fourth edition. Includes an excellent introduction and 

bibliography by Francis P. Farquhar, and a folding map of the route 

of the Bartleson-Bidwell Party. Printed by Lawton Kennedy. First 

published in 1842. A classic of its kind, depicting with grim realism 

the hazards and frustrations experienced by the early California 

pioneers. This edition includes a facsimile of the unique copy of the 

1842 printing in the Bancroft Library. 

 

30. BIDWELL , John. A Journey to California, With 

Observations About the Country. A Day-by-Day Record of the 

Journey from May 18, 1841, to November 6, 1841. With an 

Introduction by Herbert Ingram Priestley. Quarto. ix, 48 pp. 

Linen-backed boards, paper spine label. A very fine and bright 

copy with dust jacket (very slight chipping  to top edge of 

jacket). San Francisco: John Henry Nash, 1937.  $150. 
 Third edition. Limited to 600 copies. First published in 

1842, and reprinted in 1907, Bidwellôs journal of the first overland 



 5 

expedition to California is a classic of its kind, depicting with grim 

realism the hazards and frustrations experienced by the early 

California immigrants. There is only one known copy of the first 

edition. Includes a fine introduction by Herbert Ingram Priestley. 

 

31. BOLTON , Herbert Eugene. Pageant in the 

Wilderness. The Story of the Escalante Expedition to the 

Interior Basin, 1776. 265pp. Numerous illustrations from 

photographs, 2 folding maps in rear pocket. Red cloth, gilt. A 

fine copy with slightly chipped pictorial dust jacket. Salt Lake 

City: Utah State Historical Society, 1950.  $175. 
 First book edition, also published in Vol. XVIII of the Utah 

Historical Quarterly. This copy signed on inner cover by author, E. 

Geoffrey Bangs. Journey of Father Escalante through New Mexico, 

Colorado, Utah and Arizona. Includes a translation and annotation of 

Escalanteôs diary and itinerary. 

 

SOLD [BOOKBINDING ]. Cockerell, Douglas. Some 

Notes on Bookbinding. 12mo. [6], 105pp. Frontispiece half 

tone, numerous line drawings by Doris Meyer. Halt tan cloth 

lettered in black, marbled sides. A very fine copy. London: 

Humphrey Milford, Oxford University Press, 1929. $90. 
 First edition. One of the best general discussions, amply 

illustrated, of bookbinding including paper, mending and sewing, 

forwarding, edge gilding, covering material, lettering and decoration, 

etc. Also includes how to judge a binding, a note on leather, etc. The 

author was one of the foremost English binders and was responsible 

for the magnificent blind-tooled pigskin binding of the Kelmscott 

Chaucer. 

 

SOLD [BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA ]. California 

Printing. A Selected List of Books Which are Significant or 

Representative of a California Style of Printing. 1838-1975. 

Introductions by Muir Dawson and Carey S. Bliss, Bruce L. 

Johnson and Robert D. Harlan, and Sandra Kirshenbaum and 

Kenneth Karmiole. 3 parts, complete. Original printed 

wrappers. Covers of part 1 and 3 faded at edges, else a fine 

set. San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1980; 1982, 

1987.  $100. 
 This three-part keepsake was limited to approximately 

1350 copies for each part, printed in Glendale by Patrick Reagh. Part 

one covers printing in California, 1838-1890; part two from 1890-

1925; part three from 1925-1975. Includes articles by Glen Dawson, 

Richard Dillon, Carey Bliss, Mike Harrison, Gary Kurutz, John 

Kemble, Ward Ritchie, Rodman Paul, and many others. 

 

SOLD BREED, Clara E. Turning the Pages. San Diego 

Public Library History, 1882-1982. Introduction by Lawrence 

Clark Powell. xii. 236pp. Illustrated throughout from 

photographs. Appendices, chronology, notes, index. Peach 

cloth, lettered and decorated in gilt. A very fine copy with 

pictorial dust jacket. (San Diego): Friends of the San Diego 

Public Library, (1983). $40. 
 First edition. Designed by Ward Ritchie. Clara Breed 

served as director of the San Diego Public Library from 1945 to 

1970, and here provides a complete history of the beginnings and 

growth of the library. 

 

35. BREEN, Patrick. The Diary of Patrick Breen; 

Recounting the Ordeal of the Donner Party Snowbound in the 

Sierra, 1846-47. Introduction & Notes by George R. Stewart. 

Decorations by Mallette Dean. Gilt-lettered white cloth spine, 

decorated boards. Ownerôs ink name and date on free 

endpapers, spine a bit darkened, else a fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1946. $200. 
 One of 300 copies handset and printed on rag paper by the 

Allen Press. Includes a facsimile of the original diary. [Allen: 5]. 

 

36. BREWER, William H. Up and Down California in 

1860 - 1864. Edited by Francis P. Farquhar. xxv, 583pp. plus 

29 Illustrations. Folding map and index. Neat ownerôs name 

on endpaper. Green cloth, gilt. A fine copy with pictorial dust 

jacket. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1949.  $75. 
 Second edition. New preface for this edition by the Editor. 

One of the most valuable source books for this period. Brewer 

accompanied J. D. Whitney as first assistant in the geological survey 

of California. He wrote these letters to provide himself with a 

permanent record for later reference. ñHis keen and accurate 

observation, coupled with an ability to draw sound conclusions from 

its data, make this very readable volume one of the most valuable on 

the California of the periodò (Zamorano). [see: Zamorano Eighty: 9]. 

 

37. BROOKS, Juanita. The Mountain Meadows 

Massacre. vii, 243pp. Maps; appendix, bibliography, index. 

Tan cloth lettered in dark green. Small scar to top corner of 

free endpaper, else a fine copy with worn dust jacket. 

Stanford: Stanford University Press, (1950).  $150. 
 First edition. One of the best works on the incident at 

Mountain Meadows in Utah: the slaughter of an entire party of 

emigrants by Mormons and Indians. The authorôs grandfather was 

present at Mountain Meadows, Utah during the massacre. The text 

relies substantially on first-person accounts, including diaries, letters, 

and the testimony of participants and witnesses. Includes extensive 

notes, a bibliography, and 13 appendices reprinting the texts of sworn 

testimonies, etc. in their entirety. 

 

38. BROWN, James S. Life of a Pioneer. Being the 

Autobiography ofé xix, [1], [9]-520pp. Frontis portrait of the 

author, 6 plates. Publisherôs brown blind-stamped cloth, 

lettered in gilt on spine and front cover. One leaf with two or 

three knife slices, else a superior copy, very fine and bright. 

Salt Lake City, Utah: Geo. Q. Cannon & Sons, 1900. $1,250. 
 First edition. Very rare. A member of the Mormon  

Battalion, the author was present at Sutterôs Mill when Marshall 

discovered gold. The narrative also touches upon several years spent 

in the South Pacific as Missionary of the Mormon Church. ñJames 

Brown came to California in early 1847 as a member of the Mormon 

Battalion. After the war with Mexico ended, he worked for Sutter and 

Marshall in helping to erect the famous mill. Brown was with 

Marshall at the time of the great discovery, and chapters xiii and xiv 

provide his recollectionsé In June 1848, he returned to Salt Lake 

City to join his family but came back to the diggings in 1849 and 

1850 via the Southern Route. For a time, Brown and his companions 

mined at Burnsô Diggings in Merced Countyò (Kurutz). [Cowan: 

p.77; Graff: 426; Flake, A Mormon Bibliography: 900; Howes I: B-

849; Howes II: B-844; Kurutz: 86; Rocq: 1811; Wheat, Books of the 

California Gold Rush: 22]. 

 

SOLD BROWN, Marion. San Francisco, Old & New. Tall 

quarto. 104pp. Illustrated from drawings by Jean Williamson. 

Printed in red & black. Beige linen spine lettered in red, brick 

boards. Slight offsetting to free endpapers from binderôs glue, 

lower rear corner just showing. Overall, a fine copy. San 

Francisco: Printed by The Grabhorn Press, 1939. $150. 
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 First edition. Limited to 500 numbered copies printed by 

the Grabhorn Press. Presentation inscription, signed by both the 

author and the illustrator; the illustrator has also initialed the frontis 

illustration. Chapters include the Early Settlers, Portsmouth Plaza, 

Little Italy and Telegraph Hill, Fishermanôs Wharf, Chinatown, 

Haunts of Epicures, Around the Town, and Rowboats to Bridges. 

 

SOLD BROWNE, J. Ross. The Indians of California. 73pp. 

Illustrations. Cloth-backed decorated boards, paper spine 

label. A very fine copy with the plain green dust jacket (jacket 

spine faded). (San Francisco: The Colt Press, 1944).  $75. 
 Limited to 500 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press. 

Number 2 of the ñCalifornia Classicsò series issued by the Colt Press. 

[Grabhorn: 402]. 

 

 

The debates of the Constitutional Convention 
in English and Spanish 

 

41. BROWNE, J. Ross. Report of the Debates in the 

Convention of California, on the Formation of the State 

Constitution, in September and October, 1849. Pp. 479, [1], 

xlvi [2]. [With ]: Relacion de los Debates de la Convencion de 

California, sobre la Formacion de la Constitucion de Estado, 

en Setiembre y Octubre de 1849. 439 [1] xiii pp. 2 volumes. 

Both volumes rebound in matching cloth, paper spine labels. 

Some scattered foxing in the English version, Spanish version 

exceptionally clean. Washington: John T. Towers, 1850; New 

York: Imprenta de S. W. Benedict, 1851. $1,250. 
 First editions in English and Spanish. These works contains 

the proceedings of the convention held at Colton Hall, in Monterey, 

which debated and adopted the California Constitution of 1849. 

Includes the debates, the proclamation of Governor Riley 

recommending a plan of territorial government, a list of the delegates, 

the memorial to the federal congress, and a translation of Mexican 

laws still in effect in California. ñAn exhaustive account of the acts 

and proceedings of this most remarkable assembly. Browne was the 

only shorthand reporter in California at that time, and for this work 

he received $10,000.00ò (Cowan). Both these volumes are very 

scarce, especially the Spanish language version as much fewer copies 

were printed. [Cowan: p. 79; Rocq: 5634; Sabin: 8660; Zamorano 

Eighty: 11]. 

 

42. [BROWNE, J. Ross]. Dillon , Richard. J. Ross 

Browne: Confidential Agent in Old California. 218pp. 

Illustrations from early prints, paintings, photos; index. Very 

minor soiling to top edges. A fine copy with dust jacket. 

Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, (1965).  $45. 
 First edition. Signed by the author. Good biography of 

Browne, concentrating on his assignment as confidential agent for the 

U.S. Treasury Department, ferreting out the misdeeds of federal 

office holders in Minnesota, Texas, California, Oregon, and 

Washington. 

 

SOLD BRUFF, J. Goldsborough. Gold Rush. The Journals, 

Drawings, and Other Papers of J. Goldsborough Bruff... 

Edited by Georgia Willis Read and Ruth Gaines. Foreword by 

F. W. Hodge. 2 volumes. 1,404pp. Frontis in each volume 

(one in color) plus numerous illustrations and facsimiles. 

Black cloth-backed gray boards. Ink name and address at 

upper edge of free endpapers, top edge of front board of vol. II 

slightly faded, else a fine set with the corners sharp and 

everything clean and tight (lacking slipcase). New York: 

Columbia University Press, 1944.  $425. 
 First edition. Although not indicated, one of 1250 sets. One 

of the most comprehensive and informative sources extant, not only 

for life in the mines, but also for its vivid and detailed narrative of the 

overland crossing. Lavishly illustrated with Bruffôs own drawings 

and sketches. ñThe most elaborate and accurate single record of an 

overland journey for 1849 or for any other yearò (Mattes). Bruff went 

to California with the intention of writing an overland guidebook. 

West Point trained, he was the draftsman of the U.S. Bureau of 

Topographical Engineers. He organized and commanded a party of 

sixty-six men called the Washington City and California Mining 

Association. While recording what he saw in his journal in eloquent 

detail, Bruff also produced a series of sketches, diagrams, and maps 

unequaled in overland travel. ñEditors Read and Gaines spent over 

fifteen years editing Bruffôs journals, assembling the extensive notes 

and elaborate appendices. Their introduction is a masterpiece é the 

appendices include a wealth of supplementary dataò (Kurutz}. 

[Decker 35:160; Eberstadt 125:76; Gudde: p.387; Howes I: R-91; 

Howes II: R-89; Kurutz: 93; Mattes: 377; Mintz: 64; Rocq: 15724; 

Wheat: 25]. 

 

44. BRUFF, J. Goldsborough. Gold Rush. The Journals, 

Drawings, and Other Papers of J. Goldsborough Bruff... 

Edited by Georgia Willis Read and Ruth Gaines. Foreword by 

F.W. Hodge. Thick quarto. lxxii, 794pp. Color frontis plus 

numerous illustrations and facsimiles. Rust cloth, gilt. A very 

fine, bright and tight copy. New York: Columbia University 

Press, 1949.  $150. 
 California Centennial Edition, reprinting the two-volume 

1944 first edition (somewhat abridged). One of the most 

comprehensive and informative sources extant, not only for life in the 

mines, but also for its detailed narrative of the overland crossing. 

Lavishly illustrated with Bruffôs own drawings and sketches. 

 

 

One of the earliest authentic personal accounts 
of the California diggings 

 

45. BUFFUM , E. Gould. Six Months in the Gold Mines. 

From a Journal of Three Yearsô Residence in Upper and 

Lower California, 1847-8-9. Pp. [v]-xxiv, [25]-172 plus 22 

leaves of publisherôs advts. Dark brown cloth decoratively 

stamped in blind, gilt-lettered spine. Light foxing to front and 

rear blank end leaves and to rear advertising leaves, some 

wear to spine ends and corners, else a fine and clean copy. 

Housed in a cloth slipcase. Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard, 

1850.  $900. 
 First edition. E. Gould Buffum was a lieutenant who came 

to California with Stevensonôs Regiment of New York Volunteers. 

This work is one of the earliest authentic personal accounts of the 

California diggings. ñBuffum starts his narrative with these 

picturesque words: óArmed with a pickaxe, shovel, hoe, and rifle, and 

accoutered in a red flannel shirt, corduroy pants, and heavy boots, 

and accompanied by two friends, I found myselfé [headed for] the 

golden hills of the Sierra Nevada.ô Bancroft calls this book: óOne of 

the most important contributions to the history of California.ô 

Observing the Gold Rush from its beginnings, he recounted every 

facet of life including the tremendous non-mining potential of 

California and the formation of government. As Gudde points out, 

Buffum was the chronicler of Weber Creek and witnessed the 

hangings that gave óHangtownô (Placerville) its nicknameéò 

(Kurutz). [Cowan: p.83; Eberstadt 103: 41; Graff: 472; Gudde: p.388; 
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Howell: 28; Howes I: B-943; Howes II: B-936; Kurutz: 97a; Norris: 

436; Plath: 124; Rocq: 15726; Sabin: 9067; Streeter: 2613; Wheat, 

Books of the California Gold Rush: 28]. 

 

SOLD BURGESS, Gelett. Bayside Bohemia. Fin de Siecle 

San Francisco & Its Little Magazines. Introduction by James 

D. Hart. Small quarto. 44pp. Four facsimiles (2 folding). Tan 

cloth lettered on spine and front cover in green and brown. 

Bookplate. A fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of 

California, 1954.  $125. 
 First edition. Limited to 375 copies printed by Harold 

Seeger and Albert Sperisen at their Black Vine Press. History of the 

little San Francisco magazines such as The Lark, Le Petit Journal des 

Refusees, The Wave, etc. produced by les Jeunes: Gelett Burgess, 

Bruce Porter, Willis Polk, Porter Garnett, Ernest Peixotto, Yone 

Noguchi, and others. 

 

SOLD BURGESS, Gelett [Editor]. The Lark. Book I, no. 1 - 

Book II, no. 24, May 1895-April 1897, and Epilark, no. 25, 

May 1897 (all published). Together 25 numbers in 2 volumes. 

8vo. Illustrated. Original linen cloth pictorially stamped in 

brown, black, and green. Some light spotting to upper edge of 

cover to volume II. One leaf with two small holes, another 

with small section lacking at lower corner, and another 

slightly rough at fore-edge. Overall, a fine and tight set 

without the usual extreme brittleness and chipping. Really, 

one of the nicest sets we have seen. San Francisco: William 

Doxey, 1896-97.  $750. 
 First edition, second issue of No. 1 with the Doxey imprint 

(Burgess stated that there were only about 15 copies of the first issue 

known to exist). Complete, with collective title-page and contents 

pages at front. Lark No. 2 with a portrait of Robert Louis Stevenson 

(never before published). With the four-page leaflet (ñVals de 

Monterey Viejo,ò illustrated by Maynard Dixon ï with a self portrait 

on the cover) in issue no. 22 (February 1897). A fascinating ñavant-

gardeò periodical, this whimsical little magazine was put out by ñLes 

Jeunes,ò the fin-de-siecle band of San Francisco aesthetes which 

included Ernest Peixotto, Bruce Porter, Willis Polk, Florence 

Lundborg, Porter Garnett, Yone Noguchi, and Gelett Burgess, among 

others. Ringleader Burgess edited The Lark and wrote much of what 

is contained within; no. 1 contains the first appearance of his famous 

ñPurple Cow.ò Burgess, as Editor, is considered the ringleader of The 

Lark, but it was with Bruce Porter (and in his studio) where the plan 

was instigated. As Burgess has stated, Porter was ñmy intellectual 

Mentor ï the primary inspiration of whatever I have done, or ever 

shall do in Literature.ò The famous image of the Flute Player (or 

Piping Faun) on the cover of volume one was drawn by Porter and 

numerous articles, verse, and drawings within The Lark are attributed 

to him. [Harlan, At the Sign of the Lark: 20]. 

 

48. BURTON, Sir Richard Francis. The City of the 

Saints and Across the Rocky Mountains to California. Pp. xvi, 

[1]-574, [2, ads]. Folding sheet containing 3 engraved maps, 

fold-out street plan of Salt Lake City, 8 wood-engraved plates 

(including frontis), 9 wood-engraved text illustrations. 

Bibliography, appendices. Collated complete including the 2 

pp. of advertisements. Newer light brown cloth, printed paper 

spine label. Ownerôs circular embossed stamp at base of title 

page, but a very fine and clean copy with no foxing! New 

York: Harpers & Brothers, Publishers, 1862. $1,100. 
 First American edition of this classic narrative, entertaining 

and carefully crafted, of the authorôs trek across the United States to 

Salt Lake City and thence to California, in the late summer and early 

fall of 1860. Burton gives an account of his visit to Salt Lake City 

and describes the overland journey, the Mormons, polygamy, etc. His 

was one of the best books on the Mormons published during the 19th 

century, written in a detached, journalistic manner. ñSir Richard 

departed from Saint Joseph on August 7, 1860, and arrived at Salt 

Lake City on August 25. After a stay of about one month in Utah, he 

continued on to California, stopping briefly at Carson City and 

Virginia City on the way. Burton was very interested in the Mormons 

and wrote about them sympathetically. The appendix of the book 

contains a number of Mormon documents and a Mormon chronology; 

and the footnotes (pp. 250-63) include an extensive Mormon 

bibliographyò (Wagner-Camp). The folding map has 3 maps on the 

one sheet: ñRoute from the Missouri River to the Pacific,ò ñThe 

Watisatch Mountains & Great Salt Lake,ò and ñNorth America.ò The 

five appendices include a detailed itinerary of his route, transcriptions 

of various Mormon documents, and a chronological abstract of 

Mormon history. [Cowan: p.87; Flake: 1029; Graff: 512; Howes I: B-

1033; Howes II: B-1028; Sabin: 9497; Wagner-Camp: 370:2; Wheat, 

Transmississippi: V, p.23]. 

 

49. BYNNER, Witter. The Persistence of Poetry. [6], 

29pp. Title illustration and chapter head piece. Red cloth, gilt-

lettered spine. Spine slightly faded. A fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1929.  $125. 
 First edition. One of 325 copies, signed by the author. 

Printed by the Brothers Johnson at the Windsor Press with handset 

type on Arches hand-made paper. The latter part of this essay 

appeared as the authorôs introduction to The Jade Mountain, an 

anthology of 300 poems of the Tang dynasty, translated from the 

Chinese by Bynner and Kiang Kang-hu. [Barr, Presses of Northern 

California: p.205]. 

 

SOLD CAEN, Herb. Donôt Call It Frisco. 287pp. Yellow 

cloth lettered in blue. A very fine copy with pictorial dust 

jacket. New York: Doubleday, 1953. $60. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed by the author 

to fellow-author, E. Geoffrey Bangs. As the dust jacket states, this 

book ñis for everybody who has ever been there or who will want to 

go there after reading it.ò 

 

51. [CALIFORNIA  ART ]. Chalmers, Claudine. 

Splendide Californie! Impressions of the Golden State by 

French Artists, 1786-1900. Foreword by James McClatchy. 

Folio. xiv, 144pp. Illustrated throughout with color and black 

& white reproductions. Notes and bibliography. Green Dutch 

cloth, printed paper spine label, pictorial pastedown on front 

cover. A very fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of 

California, 2001. $900. 
 First edition. One of 450 copies designed by the Yolla 

Bolly Press in Covelo, California. Signed by the author. A welcome 

reference and beautifully produced art history which spans the French 

artists of the earliest world explorations to the Franco-American 

children of French gold rush artists, illustrated with 80 clearly and 

expertly printed reproductions of paintings, sketches, lithographs, and 

photographs. Many appear in print here for the first time. Paired with 

the exquisite plates are biographical essays on twenty-eight artists, 

their native roots, aesthetic training, career, travels, etc. The book is 

divided into six sections which span distinct periods of French artistic 

activity in California. Sections include French Explorers, French 

Californios, French Gold Diggers, French Artists in San Francisco, 

French Bohemians, and the Fin de Si¯cle of the 1880ôs and 1890ôs. 

Provides a broad chronicle of the evolution and legacy of French 

contributions to and influences on Californiaôs art community. 
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52. [CALIFORNIA  ART ]. Van Nostrand, Jeanne. The 

First Hundred Years of Painting in California, 1775-1875. 

With Biographical Information and References Relating to the 

Artists. Foreword by Alfred Frankenstein. Quarto. 135pp. 40 

full -page plates (32 in color). Gilt-lettered blue cloth. A very 

fine copy with spine-faded dust jacket. San Francisco: John 

Howell-Books, 1980.  $90. 
 First edition. Limited to 2,500 copies designed and printed 

by Lawton Kennedy. Covers painting in Hispanic California, painting 

in California during the Conquest (1846-1848), painting in El Dorado 

(Gold Rush period), and California painting (1860-1875), A 

handsome book and a necessary reference. 

 

53. [CALIFORNIA A RT] Van Nostrand, Jeanne and 

Edith Coulter. California Pictorial: A History in 

Contemporary Pictures, 1786 to 1859. With Descriptive Notes 

on Pictures and Artists. 4to. 159pp. Frontis plus 69 plates, ten 

in color. A fine copy with slightly chipped pictorial dust 

jacket. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California 

Press, 1948. $125. 
 First edition. Signed by both authors. Another of this 

authorôs excellent titles, packed with illustrations and reference to 

California art. A desirable reference which brings to light previously 

unpublished or little-known historical drawings and paintings. The 

first section provides illustrations by artist-explorers under Spanish 

rule. Paintings and drawings are then presented from the Mexican 

period; drawings and paintings by soldiers and sailors during the 

Conquest, etc. A major portion of the book deals with painting and 

drawings during the Gold Rush period in 1848 and the subsequent 

settlement during the next ten years. Each plate is accompanied by 

the title and artist, its source or collection, and extensive notes on the 

artist. An index of artists is provided. 

 

54. [CALIFORNIA  ART ]. Wagener, Richard. 

California in Relief. Thirty Wood Engravings byé 

Introduction by Victoria Dailey. Tall quarto. Title page wood 

engraving plus 30 wood-engraved plates. Illustrated title page 

printed in red and black. Half dark green cloth with printed 

paper spine label, gray/brown boards with wood-engraved 

illustration repeated from title page. Publisherôs slipcase of 

matching dark green cloth and boards, printed paper spine 

label. As new. San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 

2009.  $975. 
 First edition. One of 300 copies signed and numbered by 

the artist. A handsome and important production which went out-of-

print immediately upon publication. The book was designed and 

printed letterpress by Peter Rutledge Koch. The beautiful and original 

wood-engraved prints, printed by the artist himself, are enhanced by 

Wagenerôs short prose pieces describing them. ñNot since Paul 

Landacre mastered the aesthetic and technical challenges of wood 

engraving in the early twentieth-century has any California artist 

achieved prominence in the medium until Richard Wagener began to 

explore it in the 1980ôsé Wagenerôs images of nature ï his stately 

Sierra trees, stark peaks and rocky crags ï and his urban architectural 

monuments ï the Pantages Theater and the Griffith Observatory ï 

combine to make this work a deeply personal record of distinctive 

California locationsò (Victoria Dailey). Original prospectus and order 

form laid in. 

 

SOLD [CALIFORNIA IMMIGRANT UNION ]. All About 

California and the Inducements to Settle There. 82, [10]pp. 

Advertisements, maps. Newer green cloth, gilt-lettered spine. 

Original wrappers bound in. A fine copy. San Francisco: 

California Immigrant Union, 1871. $175. 
 ñThird Ten Thousand.ò A fine promotional for immigration 

to California. The illustrated front wrapper has an oval stamp with the 

Immigrant Unionôs address on California Street. Covers advantages, 

and disadvantages, of California as a home, public lands and land 

titles, the northern mining counties, silver mining counties, San 

Joaquin and Sacramento valleys, wages (by profession), population, 

products, climate, California farming, expenses of living, advice to 

immigrants, and much more. Includes a section on the California 

Immigrant Union, with maps, and an appendix of information about 

California including public lands in Southern California, prices of 

land, grape culture in California, etc. In the section of Notes to 

Second Edition, mention is made of the completion of the San 

Joaquin Valley Railroad and other lines. A section of ñRailroad 

Lands,ò covers the Central Pacific, California and Oregon Railroad, 

and the Southern Pacific Railroad. Finally, there is a short section of 

the Riverside Colony, as well as a Prospectus of Westminster Colony 

in Los Angeles county. 

 

56. [CALIFORNIA STAR ]. The California Star. Yerba 

Buena and San Francisco. Volume I, 1847-1848. A 

Reproduction in Facsimile. Introduction by Fred Blackburn 

Rogers. Folio. xiii, [1], 212 pp. Original green cloth, gilt-

lettered spine. A fine copy. Berkeley: Howell-North Books, 

1965.   $90. 
 First edition. A facsimile of the first volume of San 

Franciscoôs first newspaper. A fascinating look at the beginning years 

of San Francisco and its rapid development. The California Star was 

the first to print news of the battles in the Conquest of California, of 

the formation of the city of San Francisco, and of the Donner Party. 

Fred Blackburn Rogers provides an excellent historical background 

of the Star. Includes portraits of Brannan, Gilbert, Kemble, and 

Bartlett, and a selective index. 

 

SOLD [CAMELS ]. Fowler, Harlan D. Three Caravans to 

Yuma. The Untold Story of Bactrian Camels in Western 

America. 173pp. 16 illustrations and maps. Green cloth, gilt. 

The slightest of rubbing to foot of spine, ownerôs neat and 

small rubber stamp to endpapers, else a fine copy. Glendale: 

The Arthur H. Clark Co., 1980.  $75. 
 First edition. Limited to 772 copies. The complete story of 

the civilian commercial use of Bactrian (two humped) camels, 

beginning in San Francisco in 1860 and continuing throughout the 

West, from Canada to Yuma, until 1875. ñThe Bactrian camel, 

greater in size than the dromedary (one hump), was a native of 

eastern Asia, was imported to San Francisco for civilian use in 1860, 

and was utilized on the Comstock Lode of Nevada. They were also 

used throughout Nevada, Arizona, Idaho, Washington, and British 

Columbiaò (Clark). [Clark and Brunet I: 88; Clark and Brunet II: 98]. 

 

58. CARR, John. A Vulcan Among the Argonauts, Being 

vivid excerpts from those most original & amusing memoirs 

of... Edited With a Preface & Postscript by Robin Lampson. 

Illustrated by ñHans.ò Pictorial cloth stamped in dark brown. 

A fine copy. San Francisco: George Fields, 1936.  $75. 
 Abridged reprint of the authorôs 1891 ñPioneer Days in 

California,ò preserving the essential and most valuable information. 

One of 500 copies, printed by Wilder and Ellen Bentley at the 

Archetype Press. Carr was a blacksmith (Vulcan) during the Gold 

Rush. Much on ñHangtown and the `Trinity Diggings.ô A worthwhile 

chronicleò (Wheat). 
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SOLD CARTIER -BRESSON, Henri [Photographer}. The 

Decisive Moment. Photography by Henri Cartier-Bresson. 

Folio. [29]pp. plus 126 photographs, some double-page. 

Original decorated boards designed by Henri Matisse 

especially for this book. Lacking the matching dust jacket. 

Spine just slightly darkened (as usual), but a very fine and 

fresh copy. New York: Simon and Schuster, (1952). $1,500. 
 First edition in English of Cartier-Bressonôs famous and 

influential testament to the power of photography, showcasing 126 of 

his classic images, with the boards designed by Henri Matisse. The 

Decisive Moment is Cartier-Bresson's most famous work, containing 

his most comprehensive and important statement on the meaning, 

technique, and utility of photography. The original 12pp. caption 

pamphlet is laid in, as issued. Because this rare work was bound in 

paper over boards, it is often found with wear to the spine ends and/or 

corners. Although our copy lacks the Matisse dust jacket, we offer an 

outstanding copy of a book that is difficult to find in collectible 

condition. 

 

60. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Becker, Robert H. Designs on 

the Land, Diseños of California Ranchos and Their Makers. 

Oblong folio. 180pp. 64 maps, 20 of which are in color. Tan 

suede spine, cloth-covered boards. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1969.  $350. 
 First edition. One of 500 copies printed by Grabhorn-

Hoyem. Superb reproductions, with descriptions, of maps produced 

in Mexican California for the purpose of obtaining grants of public 

lands. A remarkable and historically important study of a unique 

aspect of Californiaôs pastoral heritage ï before the momentous 

changes brought on by the American occupation, the Gold Rush, and 

the Railroad. Covers diseños of ranchos throughout California. A 

companion to Beckerôs Diseños of California Ranchos, published in 

1964 (see below). 

 

61. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Becker, Robert H. Diseños of 

California Ranchos. Maps of Thirty-Seven Land Grants 

(1822-1846). Folio. 37 maps, including 24 folding and 27 in 

color; text illustrations. Bibliography. Decorated boards in 

yellow, red and white, with gray linen back stamped in red. A 

very fine and bright copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of 

California, 1964.  $500. 
 First edition. One of 400 copies printed by The Grabhorn 

Press. A beautiful volume on the ranchos of Mexican California, with 

facsimile reproductions of 37 of the diseños (sketch maps) prepared 

for use in determining grants of land. A remarkable and historically 

important study of a unique aspect of Californiaôs pastoral heritage ï 

before the momentous changes brought on by the American 

occupation, the Gold Rush, and the Railroad. Covers diseños of 

ranchos throughout California, from Tehema County to Orange 

County. Includes quite a few in Sonoma, Monterey, and Los Angeles 

counties. An important work and very sought-after. 

 

SOLD [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Harlow , Neal. Maps and 

Surveys of the Pueblo Lands of Los Angeles. 4to. xviii, 169 pp. 

14 plates (mostly folding, two laid into rear pocket). Notes, 

bibliography, index. Cloth-backed decorated boards, gilt. A 

very fine copy. Los Angeles: Dawsonôs, 1976.  $350. 
 First edition. Limited to 375 copies printed by Grant 

Dahlstrom on Curtis Rag paper. Signed by both the author and the 

printer. Beginning with a Spanish survey of 1781 and proceeding to 

an 1870 map, this magnificent book gives a detailed history of the 

mapping of Los Angeles. Along with his discussion the author 

describes 16 maps, of which 14 are illustrated in color. The 

appendices include a complete list of maps of the city of Los 

Angeles. This work is a companion volume to Harlowôs Maps of San 

Francisco Bay and Robinsonôs Maps of Los Angeles. 

 

 

Mapping the bay of San Francisco 
 

63. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Harlow , Neal. The Maps of 

San Francisco Bay from the Spanish Discovery in 1769 to the 

American Occupation. Small folio. Pp. xi, 140. Twenty-one 

maps on 19 sheets, 10 of them folding. Title and text in red 

and black throughout. Handset type, Dutch mold made paper. 

Original patterned boards in black and red, red crushed 

morocco back strip, gilt-lettered spine. A very fine copy. (San 

Francisco): Book Club of California, 1950.  $800. 
 First edition, limited to 375 copies by the Grabhorn Press. 

This copy signed by the author. An important contribution to the 

history of the cartography of San Francisco and the Bay Area. 

(Rounce & Coffin Club). [Grabhorn: 501]. 

 

64. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Jefferson, T. H. Map of the 

Emigrant Road from Independence, MO., to St. Francisco, 

California. Introduction and Notes by George R. Stewart. xi, 

23pp. plus notes. Large folding map (in 4 parts) in rear pocket. 

Original red cloth with printed paper label on front cover. 

Ownerôs name and address on endpaper, else a fine copy. San 

Francisco: California Historical Society, 1945.  $225. 
 One of 300 copies printed by the Westgate Press. A reprint 

of the extremely rare first edition of 1849, of which Howes knew of 

only 2 copies. Jefferson crossed the plains and arrived in California in 

1846. His map, published in 1849, with an ñAccompanimentò which 

described the route, provided instructions regarding necessary 

equipment, food, etc., was one of the most reliable used by the 

49ôers. The maps (1 map in 4 parts) in the rear pocket are reproduced 

on all-rag paper. [Evans, Publications of the California Historical 

Society: 27, p.179; Howes I: J-73; Howes II: J-68; Kurutz: 359b]. 

 

 

California as an Island 
 

65. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Leighly, John. California as 

an Island. Folio. 154pp. 25 plates, all but 2 being double-page, 

1 fold-out; color title page map, color decorative initial, 

numerous text illustrations. Text handset in Goudy Californian 

on English handmade paper. Half brown morocco and tan 

boards, map of California stamped on front cover, spine gilt. A 

very fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 

1972.  $1,250. 
 First edition. Limited to 450 copies printed by Robert 

Grabhorn and Andrew Hoyem. A thorough examination of this 

period of California cartography (1622-1785), including a 

bibliographical checklist. One of the most handsome of the Grabhorn 

books, and the necessary reference on the subject! 

 

 

With the California map showing the ñGold Regionò 
 

66. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Mitchell , Samuel Augustus. A 

New Universal Atlas Containing Maps of the various Empires, 

Kingdoms, State and Republics of the World. With a Special 

Map of each of the United States, Plans of Cities, &c. Folio. 
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(17Ȩ x 14 inches). Lithographed title with large vignette, 

letterpress ñTable of Contents,ò hand-colored frontispiece of 

the heights of the principal mountains and lengths of the 

principal rivers, and 72 hand-colored lithographed maps, 

charts and city plans. Publisherôs three-quarter red morocco 

over marbled boards, large red morocco title label on front 

cover elaborately tooled and lettered in gilt. Spine and corners 

renewed in modern red leather. Boards rubbed and scuffed at 

edges. Maps in fine condition. Overall, a fine copy. 

Philadelphia: S. Augustus Mitchell, 1849. $17,500. 
 A very nice copy of this famous and very scarce atlas, with 

hand-colored maps of all the individual States and Territories, and 

including the famous map of ñOregon, Upper California & New 

Mexicoò showing the large yellow-colored area in California labeled 

ñGold Region.ò Despite its title, the Atlas concentrates to a marked 

degree on the American continent with 43 maps of the area, including 

a fine double-page coast-to-coast map of the United States. Samuel 

Augustus Mitchell and his sons were the leading publishers of maps 

in the United States during most of the nineteenth century. Mitchell 

had come to Philadelphia around 1830 with the intention of 

improving the standard of geography textbooks, Philadelphia then 

being the leading city in America for cartographical publications. A 

New American Atlas, published in 1831, was Mitchellôs first work. In 

1846 he published his first edition of the present work. He continued 

to publish the Atlas until 1850, when he sold the copyright to 

Cowperthwait & Co. It was with this 1849 edition that ñNew 

Mexicoò was added to the title of the map, ñOregon, Upper 

California & New Mexico.ò This map was from the 1845 plate with 

the words, ñGold Regionò added in the large yellow area in ñUpper 

or New California.ò As Wheat states, ñWe find S. Augustus Mitchell 

in Philadelphia publishing, in 1849, a revised version of his Texas, 

Oregon, and California map, taking advantage of Fr®montôs later 

work and displaying a large, colored Gold Region.ò Also, many 

routes are shown by red hand-colored lines, including Fr®montôs 

routes. [Wheat: Mapping the Transmississippi West: 630, p.284; text, 

p.82; not noted in Wheatôs Maps of the Gold Region]. 

 

SOLD [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Mitchell , Samuel Augustus. 

Texas, Oregon and California. Foreword by Joseph A. 

Sullivan. [6], 46pp. Color plate, large folding color map. Gilt-

lettered and decorated red cloth. Spine slightly faded, else a 

fine copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 1948. $75. 
 Limited to 750 copies printed by Alfred and Lawton 

Kennedy at the Westgate Press. Reprinted from the scarce first 

edition published in 1846. The map, issued by Mitchell in a pocket-

size folder before the Mexican War, was the basic guide for the 

California gold seekers traveling overland in 1849. 

 

68. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Morgan, Dale L. & Carl I. 

Wheat. Jedediah Smith and His Maps of the American West. 

Introduction by Carl I. Wheat. Folio. [6], 86pp. 7 maps (6 

folding; 3 in rear pocket). Light red cloth, gilt-lettered spine. A 

very fine and bright copy without the usual cover fading. San 

Francisco: California Historical Society, 1954.  $900. 
 First edition. 350 copies printed by Lawton Kennedy. A 

scholarly study of the influence of ñthe early Westôs greatest single 

explorer,ò and the first man to cross the Sierra Nevada and open the 

southwestern trail to California. Includes the first publication of the 

ñFremont-Gibbs-Smithò map, the earliest to accurately record 

Smithôs exploration. This work analyzes Smithôs influence on 

Western cartography. In 1953, Carl I. Wheat discovered a map of 

Fr®montôs 1st and 2nd expedition which was heavily annotated by 

George Gibbs, with information relating to Jedediah Smith. 

Information Gibbs copied onto this map was obviously copied from 

Jedediah Smithôs own manuscript map that had somehow made it to 

Oregon. It was probably there in 1841, consulted by Wilkes, and 

remained there until about 1850-51 when it was apparently taken to 

Washington DC where it disappeared. This is the first publication of 

the ñFr®mont-Gibbs-Smithò map and is undoubtedly as close as we 

will ever get to Smithôs own map. This work is an exceptionally 

important contribution to our knowledge of Smithôs activities and to 

western cartography. An exceptional copy. 

 

69. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Potter, Jonathan. Collecting 

Antique Maps. An Introduction to the History of Cartography. 

Quarto. 219pp. Profusely illustrated, mostly in color. 

Bibliography, price guide, index. Green cloth, gilt. A very fine 

copy with pictorial dust jacket. London: Jonathan Potter, Ltd, 

(2001).  $40. 
 Revised edition, with a price guide. An excellent general 

introduction to the history of antique maps and how to collect them, 

written by one of the leading antique map dealers. The work is 

divided into three sections: Looking at Maps; Mapping the World and 

Its Countries; and Globes, Curiosities and Miniatures. This revised 

edition updates the information throughout the book, provides new 

chapters on the maps of the nineteenth century and on map collecting 

today, and a price guide to rare maps. 

 

SOLD [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Robinson, W. W. Maps of Los 

Angeles from Ordôs Survey of 1849 to the End of the Boom of 

the Eighties. Quarto. 90pp. 27 reproductions of maps (some 

tipped-in, many folding, one in rear pocket). Decorated gray 

cloth, gilt-lettered red leather spine label. A very fine copy. 

Los Angeles: Dawsonôs Bookshop, 1966.  $350. 
 First edition. Number 240 of 380 copies printed by Saul & 

Lillian Marks at the Plantin Press. Signed by Robinson at colophon. 

An excellent reference work on Los Angeles maps by the outstanding 

authority on land in California. Includes a selective list of 127 

significant maps, with complete collation and descriptive text on each 

map, and a chronological list of Los Angeles County surveyors and 

Engineers. 

 

71. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Wagner, Henry R. The 

Cartography of the Northwest Coast of America to the Year 

1800. Quarto. 2 volumes in one. 543pp. 40 maps including 11 

foldouts. Extensive bibliography and index. Original cloth. A 

mint copy. Mansfield Center: Maurizio Martino, 1999. $125. 
 Second reprint edition. The original edition of this work, 

published in 1937, is now difficult to find. This work is considered 

the classic and necessary reference on the mapping of the northwest 

coast of America, from the earliest explorations in the sixteenth 

century through 1800. [Tweney, Washington Eighty-Nine: 81]. 

 

 

The forerunner of the authorôs monumental study 
 

SOLD [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Wheat, Carl I. Mapping the 

American West, 1540-1857. A Preliminary Study. Pp. [2], 

[19]-194. One plate, notes. Publisherôs green wrappers printed 

in black on front cover and spine. A very fine copy. 

Worcester, Massachusetts: American Antiquarian Society, 

1954.  $275. 
 First separate edition, first published in the ñProceedings of 

the American Antiquarian Society,ò April, 1954. Very scarce. The 

forerunner of the authorôs monumental study, Mapping the 
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Transmississippi West. As the author states in his foreword, ñéthe 

writer proposes to proceed with a more detailed examination of the 

mapping of the American Transmississippi West, to be accompanied 

by a critical bibliocartography of individual maps.ò His ñmore 

detailed examinationò culminated in the definitive work on the 

subject. This preliminary work is extremely scarce and sought after, 

and should not be confused with the authorôs similar title, Mapping 

the American West, a pamphlet of 16pp. published in 1956. 

 

SOLD [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Wheat, Carl Irving. Mapping 

the Transmississippi West, 1540-1861. Volume Three. From 

the Mexican War to the Boundary Surveys, 1846 - 1854. Folio. 

xiii, 349pp. Title in red and black, initials and decorations in 

red throughout text. Frontis map in color, 71 facsimile maps 

throughout (some folding). Publisherôs half green buckram, 

tan cloth sides, gilt-lettering on spines. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: Institute of Historical Cartography, 1959.  $600. 
 First edition. Volume 3 of this definitive work, covering the 

period from the Mexican War to the Boundary Surveys. One of 1,000 

copies designed by Edwin and Robert Grabhorn and printed by 

Taylor & Taylor. The culmination of a quarter century of research, 

Mapping the Transmississippi West is the definitive work on the 

cartography of the West, from the Spanish exploration to the 

Geological Survey of 1877. Researched and written by one of 

Californiaôs leading scholars, the volumes are beautifully designed 

and printed, with reproductions of historically important maps from 

public and private collections. Single volumes are eagerly sought 

after because each covers a specific cartographic period. ñA truly 

monumental workéò (Hill). Original announcement laid in. 

[Grabhorn: 590; Harding, Writings of Wheat: 113; Hill: p. 323]. 

 

74. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Wheat, Carl Irving. Mapping 

the Transmississippi West, 1540-1861. Volume Four. From 

the Pacific Railroad Surveys to the Onset of the Civil War, 

1855 - 1860. Folio. xiii, 260pp. Title in red and black, initials 

and decorations in red throughout text. Frontis map in color, 

101 facsimile maps throughout (some folding). Publisherôs 

half green buckram, tan cloth sides, gilt-lettering on spines. 

Light offsetting to endpapers. A fine copy with original plain 

paper dust jacket. San Francisco: Institute of Historical 

Cartography, 1960.  $400. 
 First edition. Volume 4 of this definitive work, covering the 

period from the Pacific Railroad Surveys to the onset of the Civil 

War. One of 1,000 copies designed by Edwin and Robert Grabhorn 

and printed by Taylor & Taylor. The culmination of a quarter century 

of research, Mapping the Transmississippi West is the definitive work 

on the cartography of the West, from the Spanish exploration to the 

Geological Survey of 1877. Researched and written by one of 

Californiaôs leading scholars, the volumes are beautifully designed 

and printed, with reproductions of historically important maps from 

public and private collections. Single volumes are eagerly sought 

after because each covers a specific cartographic period, in this case 

from the Pacific Railroad surveys to the Civil War. ñA truly 

monumental workéò (Hill). Original announcement laid in. 

[Grabhorn: 590; Harding, Writings of Wheat: 113; Hill: p. 323]. 

 

75. [CARTOGRAPHY ]. Wheat, Carl I. The Maps of 

the California Gold Region, 1848 - 1857: A Biblio-

Cartography of an Important Decade. Quarto. Pp. [6], xlii, 

153, [11, addenda]. 27 facsimile maps (9 double-page). 

Publisherôs tan cloth printed in red on spine. A very fine copy. 

(Storrs-Mansfield, CT: Maurizio Martino, 1995). $150. 
 

 Reprinted from the rare first edition printed by the 

Grabhorn Press in 1942. One of 350 copies. One of the most 

important works on the cartography of California, and the definitive 

study of the maps of the California Gold Rush. This new edition 

includes a new introduction by Gary F. Kurutz of the California State 

Library, an additional map found only in the special version (22 

copies) of the original edition, and an addenda by Warren Heckrotte. 

Fully describes and collates 323 early California maps for the 
important Gold Rush years, arranged chronologically. 
Additionally, the addenda provides new information garnered since 

the publication of the original edition and includes notes on 27 other 

issues of maps not included in Wheatôs original entries. 

 

76. [CENTRAL PACIFIC  RAILROAD ]. Doyle, John 

T. The Central Pacific R.R. Debt. Californiaôs Remonstrance 

Against Refunding It. To the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United Statesé 29pp. Original pink 

wrappers. A fine and clean copy. Housed in a custom chemise 

and slipcase with red leather spine label. (San Francisco: 

1896).  $175. 
 First edition. The Central Pacific Railroad Company was 

established in 1861. It was financed by the ñBig Four,ò Charles 

Crocker, Mark Hopkins, Collis P. Huntington, and Leland Stanford 

and by land grants, subsidies and loans from federal, state and local 

government resources. In 1899 after much negotiation between the 

Central Pacific and the United States government settlement was 

made which eventually brought about repayment of the loan made by 

the United States. Doyle protests the refunding of the Central 

Pacificôs debt. [Cowan: p.509; Rocq: 9215]. 

 

SOLD [CENTRAL PACIFIC  RAILROAD ]. Haymond, 

Creed. The Central Pacific Railroad. Itôs Relations with the 

Government. It Has Performed All Its Obligations. Argument 

of Creed Haymond. 181pp. Maroon cloth, gilt. Original 

printed wrappers bound in. A very fine copy. Washington: 

Judd and Detweiler, (1888). $300. 
 First edition, first issue. As General Solicitor for the 

Central Pacific, Haymond here argues in defense of Crocker, 

Huntington, and Stanford, and the actions and policies of the railroad. 

This argument, which occupied three days, gives some account of the 

building, surveys and construction of the road, and much other early 

information. ñPractically a history of the overland railroad projectò 

(Howes). This original edition was published in a small quantity in 

Washington D.C. and was soon exhausted. It was reprinted, with 

minor corrections, the same year. The first edition is quite scarce. 

[Cowan: p.272; Howes I: H-346; Howes II: H-333]. 

 

 

The report that convinced the Big Four 
 

SOLD [CENTRAL PACIFIC  RAILROAD ]. Judah, 

Theodore D. Report of the Chief Engineer on the Preliminary 

Survey and Cost of Construction of the Central Pacific 

Railroad, of California, across the Sierra Nevada Mountains, 

from Sacramento to the Eastern Boundary of California. 8vo. 

36pp. Some tables. Disbound, sewn. Two-inch corner section 

lacking from last leaf, else a fine copy. Housed in a spine-

faded custom folder. Sacramento: October 1, 1861. $1,750. 
 First edition. Presentation, signed by the author in upper 

corner of first page: ñRespects of T. D. Judah. Washington, D.C.ò 

Excessively scarce. One of Judahôs first reports on the progress of the 

transcontinental railroad and the specific report that convinced the 

Big Four to go ahead with Judahôs route across the Sierra Nevada. 
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Theodore D. Judah (1826-1863) was an American railroad engineer 

who dreamed of the first transcontinental railroad and launching it 

over the Central Pacific Railroad. He performed much of the land 

survey work to determine the best possible route over the Sierra 

Nevada mountains. As the chief engineer of the Central Pacific 

Railroad, he surveyed the route over the Sierra Nevada along which 

the railroad was eventually built during the 1860ôs. Failing to raise 

funds in San Francisco he was successful in signing up four 

Sacramento merchants ï the ñBig Fourò who actually built the 

Central Pacific. His tireless lobbying efforts in Washington D.C. at 

the behest of the Central Pacific Railroad, were largely responsible 

for the passage of the 1862 Pacific Railroad Act, which authorized 

construction of the first Transcontinental Railroad. No copy of this 

particular preliminary report has sold at auction in the last thirty-

seven yearsô Judahô[Ambrose, Nothing Like It in the World: pp. 74-5; 

Cowan: p.884; Greenwood, California Imprints: 1438; Howes I: J-

269; Howes II: J-264]. 

 

SOLD CHALFANT , W. A. The Story of Inyo. Pp. 430, vii. 

Frontis map, appendices, index. Blind and gilt-stamped 

maroon cloth. Spine very slightly faded, but a very fine copy. 

No place: by the author, 1933. $175. 
 First revised edition. History and description of Inyo 

County, California, from its earliest Indian residents to the settlement 

by pioneers. Includes information on the Panamint mine, Death 

Valley, the Los Angeles aqueduct, etc. This edition has been 

thoroughly revised with added material about Indian life and lore, 

much new material on the Southern Owens Valley and the Los 

Angeles aqueduct, etc. ñBest history of the California region east of 

the Sierraséò (Howes). [Adams, Herd: 444; Adams, Six-Guns: 406; 

Cowan: p.119; Edwards: p.45; Howes I: C-261; Howes II: C-276]. 

 

80. CHILD , Andrew. Overland Route to California. 

Description of the Route, via Council Bluffs, Iowaé 

Introduction by Lyle H. Wright. iv, [2], 60, [4]pp. 2 

facsimiles, 4 plates, folding map. Original orange cloth, gilt. A 

very fine copy with printed dust jacket. Los Angeles: N. A. 

Kovach, 1946. $90. 
 Reprint of the rare 1852 edition. Although not indicated, 

one of 750 copies. ñGraff states that óAndrew Child accompanied the 

Upper Mississippi Ox Company overland in 1850, with eighty-seven 

people and thirty-two wagons. He was one of the few members of the 

company who split off at Fort Laramie under the leadership of Vance 

L. Davidson. Most of them were from Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin.ô 

Childôs short directive comments have the result of giving us more of 

a guidebook than a record of personal involvement. It (first edition) is 

very rare and seldom, almost never, seen for sale. Therefore, most 

collectors and interested historians turn to the reprint of 1946, that 

includes an introduction by Lyle H. Wright. Only five copy of the 

original are known to existò (Mintz). This reprint also includes a 

bibliographical note on the original edition. ñThe Kovach edition 

consisted of 750 copies printed by the Premier Press of Los Angelesò 

(Kurutz). [Kurutz: 127b; Mintz: 88]. 

 

81. [CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS ]. Collection 

of Civil War Patriotic Covers. Period oblong folio album. 

Approximately 590 patriotic covers, patriotic letter sheets, and 

postcards. All untrimmed; all pasted into album. Album worn 

at hinges and corners. All covers and postcards very good to 

very fine. No place, c.1860 ï 1918. $5,000. 
 An important collection of illustrated patriotic covers 

(envelopes), letter sheets and postcards. Includes approximately 381 

Civil War patriotic covers (32 with addresses), 12 Civil War patriotic 

letter sheets (2 with letters), 61 Spanish American War and World 

War I patriotic covers (11 with addresses), and 136 World War I 

patriotic postcards. American envelopes decorated with patriotic 

designs have appeared during almost all the wars fought by the 

United States since the patent envelope was introduced in 1853. The 

Civil War production of these envelopes was outstanding, both 

quantitatively and aesthetically. How many varieties of patriotic 

covers alone were made during that period still remains a guess. 

Although there are vast collections in institutional and private hands, 

collections of any quantity rarely come on the market in these 

modern times. The Walcott collection, which was catalogued in 1934, 

contained just over 3,000 covers, nearly all different, and there are 

significant collections at the New York Public Library, the Western 

Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland, and the rare book division 

of the Library of Congress. Provenance of this collection: Henry 

Barlow of Xenia, Ohio. He began his collection as a young boy 

during the Civil War and continued adding to it through the Spanish 

American War and World War I. 

 

82. CLAUDET , F. G. Gold. Its Properties, Modes of 

Extraction, Value, &c., &c. Introduction by Neal Harlow. Tall 

octavo. 44, [3]pp. Tipped-in facsimile, folded facsimile laid in. 

Half Oasis Niger leather, gilt-lettered leather spine label, 

marbled boards. A very fine copy. Vancouver, Canada: Robert 

Reid and Takao Tanabe, 1958. $225. 
 Reprinted from the original edition of 1871. One of 275 

copies. The folding facsimile shows an advertisement for the original 

book from the Mainland Guardian. Gold was discovered on the 

Fraser River in British Columbia late in 1857. The author was 

Superintendent of the newly instituted Government Assay Office in 

British Columbia. [See Smith: 1801]. 

 

SOLD COFFIN , Capt. George. A Pioneer Voyage to 

California and Round the World, 1849 to 1852. 235pp. 

Frontispiece portrait, 12 halftone plates. Original light brown 

cloth, gilt. Slight foxing to frontis portrait and title page, but a 

fine copy. (Chicago: Gorham B. Coffin, 1908). $225. 
 First edition. Captain Coffin commanded the ship, 

Alhambra en route to California from New Orleans, and later 

engaged in the river-freighting business between San Francisco and 

Marysville. He provides an account of San Francisco gold rush days, 

the Vigilance Committee, and river boating on the Sacramento. 

ñGeorge Coffiné sailed into San Francisco on October 11, 1849. He 

found the town strewn with goods and burdened by high prices and 

rugged living conditions. He recalled, óThe most genteel looking 

house in San Francisco was a brothel. Relying on his nautical skills, 

he purchased the sloop Sophronia and freighted supplies from San 

Francisco to Marysvilleé provides his readers with rich descriptions 

of San Francisco, Marysville, Yuba City, and other river ports. It is 

one of the best accounts of river commerce. Illness and business 

setbacks, however, left him, he said, ówithout a dollar and with no 

place to lay my head.ô éCoffinôs son brought this ófamily souvenirô 

into print. The plates are reproductions of the captainôs drawingsò 

(Kurutz). [Cowan: p.133; Graff: 794; Hill: p.57; Kurutz: 140]. 

 

SOLD COGAN, Sara G. [Compiler]. Pioneer Jews of the 

California Mother Lode, 1849-1880. An Annotated 

Bibliography. Foreword by Moses Rischin. x, 54pp. Frontis 

map, index. Original gilt-lettered black cloth. A very fine 

copy. Berkeley: Western Jewish History Center, 1968.  $75. 
 First edition. An annotated bibliography of nearly 200 

books, periodicals, and other sources wherein the names of Jewish 

pioneers can be found. 
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85. [COLORADO ]. Mathews, A. E. Pencil Sketches of 

Colorado, its Cities, Principal Towns and Mountain Scenery. 

Oblong folio. Edited by Nolie Mumey. 23 pages of color 

reproductions. Printed on rectos only. Red cloth, gilt. A very 

fine copy. (Denver: Nolie Mumey, 1961). $400. 
 Number 137 of 350 copies signed by the Editor. Mathewsô 

superb work was originally published in 1866. These splendid images 

of Colorado were among the earliest to show the territory in all its 

natural glory, and also to illustrate its thriving settlements and towns, 

in the years when settlers were just beginning to stake claims so far 

west. His scenes of Denver and other, smaller settlements evoke the 

vibrant atmosphere of these flourishing towns, permeated by the 

excitement of rapid growth and the new opportunity perceived in the 

American West. 

 

86. [CONTRA COSTA COUNTY ]. History of Contra 

Costa County, Californiaé [2], xiii, [3], 17-710pp. Illustrated 

with numerous portraits. Index. Tan cloth stamped in black 

and gold. A very fine copy. Oakland, California: Brooks-

Sterling Company, 1974. $150. 
 Reprint of the 1882 first edition published by W. A. 

Slocum & Co. Includes geography, geology, topography, 

climatography, and historical descriptions of the Mexican grants, the 

Bear Flag revolt, the Mount Diablo coal fields, early history and 

settlement, names of early Spanish and Mexican pioneers, legislative 

history, separate histories of the various townships, population, 

agriculture, churches, fraternal societies, biographical sketches of 

leading citizens and pioneers, etc. 

 

87. [CONTRA COSTA COUNTY ]. Illustrations of 

Contra Costa Co., California, With Historical Sketch. Oblong 

quarto. 54pp. of text plus 2 color maps and a profuse number 

of views. Original brown cloth, gilt. A fine copy. (Published y 

the Contra Costa County Historical Society); printed in 

Sacramento by Sacramento Lithograph Co., 1952. $150. 
 Facsimile reprint of the original 1879 edition. Includes a 

foreword for this edition by the Board of Directors of the Contra 

Costa County Historical Society. One of 600 lithographed copies. 

The original of this work pre-dated the ñHistory of Contra Costa 

Countyò published in 1882, although it is similar to that work in that 

it gives a history of the county, provides all the statistical 

information, and is illustrated throughout with views of the well-

known residences within the county. 
 

SOLD [CONTRA COSTA COUNTY ]. Purcell, Mae 

Fisher. History of Contra Costa County. 742pp. Illustrated 

throughout with plates, maps, portraits, etc.; bibliography, 

index to illustrations. Original dark blue leather, gilt-lettered 

spine. Slight scuffing to spine ends and corners, but a very fine 

copy. Berkeley: The Gillick Press, 1940.  $350. 
 First edition. Very scarce. Presentation inscription, signed 

by the author. Covers early California history, historical geology of 

Mount Diablo, geography, climatology, Indians, Mexican land grants, 

early ranchos and cattle, the American period, political history, water 

resources, the Central Valley Project, mining, mineral springs, 

agriculture, historical and modern transportation, education, 

organizations, library system, sports and recreational facilities, 

historical and modern banks and banking, county newspapers, history 

of manufacturing, towns and historic settlements, etc., etc. This work 

is extremely thorough and surprisingly elusive for the collector. 

 

SOLD [CONTRA COSTA COUNTY ]. Sorrick , Muir. The 

History of Orinda, Gateway to Contra Costa County. With a 

Prologue by Charles L. Camp. Quarto. x, 204pp. Frontis 

portrait, illustrated throughout with photographs. Errata slip 

tipped in. Appendices, notes and sources, index. Mustard 

cloth, gilt decoration and lettering. A very fine copy. Orinda: 

The Orinda Library Board, 1970. $125. 
 First edition. Limited to 1500 copies printed by Lawton and 

Alfred Kennedy. This copy signed by the author. Also includes a 

typed letter, signed by the author and a manuscript listing of libraries 

that ordered the book. Covers explorers and Indians, land grants, the 

Ward and Smith League, the beginnings of Orinda, people of early 

Orinda, transition from old to new Orinda, adjacent settlements, early 

development, roads, schools and churches, community services (fire 

department, library, post office, etc.), and community organizations. 

 

SOLD COOLBRITH , Ina. Songs from the Golden Gate. 

12mo. vii, [4], 159pp. Illustrated with 4 black & white plates 

reproductions of paintings by William Keith. Newer three-

quarter crimson morocco, gilt-lettered and decorated spine, 

cloth sides. A few minor scuff marks, but a fine copy in a 

handsome binding. Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin 

and Company, 1895. $150. 
 First edition. Includes the four reproductions of paintings 

by California artist, William Keith. Coolbrith, Californiaôs first Poet 

Laureate, was a leading spirit among the literati of San Francisco. 

 

91. CORNING , Frederick Gleason. Papers from the 

Notes of an Engineer. 103pp. Illustrated with maps, diagrams, 

plates, text illustrations. Blind and gilt-stamped brown cloth. 

Rubbing to extremities, inner front hinge just starting. A very 

good copy, internally fine. New York: Scientific Publishing 

Co., 1889. $125. 
 First compiled edition. Most of the sections were first 

published in The Engineering and Mining Journal. Includes chapters 

on the Panama Canal; the Lake of Titicaca, Bolivia; the Gold Mines 

of the Tipuani River, Bolivia; and more. Two chapters include The 

Gold Quartz Mines of Grass Valley, Nevada County, California, and 

The Mill of the North Star Gold Mine, Grass Valley, California. 

 

92. CORNWALL , Bruce. Life Sketch of Pierre B. 

Cornwall. By Bruce Cornwall, his son. 87 pp. Portraits from 

early photographs. Original three-quarter brown leather, 

marbled boards, gilt-lettered spine. Spine ends slightly rubbed, 

a hint of scattered foxing, free endpapers with offsetting from 

binders glue. Overall a fine copy. San Francisco: A. M. 

Robertson, 1906.  $325. 
 First edition. Very scarce. Issued in a very small edition 

and printed for private distribution. An important narrative of an 

expedition across the plains to California. Cornwall, in company with 

his brother and Tom Fallon (famous trapper and scout, who acted as 

guide) left St. Joe early in April of 1848 just prior to the Gold Rush. 

The narrative records the encounter with the Mormons (4,000 strong) 

under Brigham Young at Council Bluffs following the expulsion 

from Nauvoo; the capture of Cornwall and his companions by the 

Indians; their final escape and arrival at Fort Laramie; the journey 

across the Rockies to Fort Bridger and Fort Hall; killing of the guide, 

Fallon, by the Hill Indians; the attempt to cross the Humboldt Sink 

and Desert with a copy of Fr®montôs Route Map as their sole 

dependence; final arrival in California eight thousand dollars in debt; 

acquirement of half a million within the year; the Squatter War; 

Cornwallôs active part therein, and defense of Sutter. Cornwall 
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became a member of the State Legislature; built the first house in 

Sacramento; was President of the Society of California Pioneers; and 

assumed a position in the affairs of the state which gives to these 

memoirs an authority possessed by very few other records of the sort. 

[Cowan: p.143; Graff: 880; Howes I: C-780; Howes II: C-786]. 

 
SOLD [CORONADO]. Bolton, Herbert Eugene. Coronado 

on the Turquoise Trail: Knight of Pueblo and Plains. Small 

quarto. xvi, 491pp. Frontis drawing, 3 folding maps; reference 

notes, bibliography, index. Gilt-lettered maroon cloth. A very 

fine, uncut copy. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico 

Press, 1949.  $275. 
 First edition. Volume I of the Coronado Cuarto Centennial 

Publications series, edited by George P. Hammond. A model 

biography by the foremost modern student of Coronadoôs expedition. 

It is entertainingly written, based upon full documentation, and 

includes previously unused material. The author retraced Coronadoôs 

trail in the 1940ôs. ñConsidered to be the best work on Coronado 

since the original documentsò (Rittenhouse). [Rittenhouse: 67]. 

 

SOLD [CORONADO]. Castañeda, Pedro de. The Journey 

of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado, 1540-1542, as told by... 

Translated and edited by George Parker Winship with 

additional notes and Introduction by Frederick Webb Hodge. 

xxviii, 146pp. Illustrations by Arvilla Parker. Original yellow-

tan linen, lettered in red-orange on spine. A very fine, uncut 

copy with the elusive plain dust jacket (somewhat worn). San 

Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1933.  $250. 
 One of 500 copies beautifully printed throughout in red and 

black by the Grabhorn Press. The text is from the most scholarly 

translation (George Parker Winship). The title and headings are 

printed in Franciscan type, specially designed by Frederic Goudy and 

here used for the first time. This title is most often found with the 

spine ends frayed and the binding with a general ñwornò appearance. 

This copy is the best we have seen, protected to a large degree by the 

plain dust jacket. 

 

95. [COUNTY GOVERNMENT BILL ]. Complete Text 

of the County Government Bill, State of California. An Act to 

Establish a Uniform System of County and Township 

Governments, Approved March 14
th
, 1883é [8], 67pp. 

Original red cloth stamped in gilt on front cover. Covers 

spotted, light rubbing to spine ends and corners. 

Contemporary penciled inscription on front end. A very good 

copy. San Francisco: A. Carlisle & Co., April, 1883. $175. 
 First edition. Covers the Act to establish a uniform system 

of county and township governments within California. Provides a 

tabulated statement of the names of counties, county seats, population 

of counties as taken from the Federal Census, 1880, classification of 

counties, and salaries of different officers of the counties allowed by 

law (County Clerk, Sheriff, Recorder, Auditor, Treasurer, 

Supervisors, School Superintendents, District Attorney, et al.). 

 

96. COWAN , Robert Ernest and Robert Granniss 

Cowan. A Bibliography of the History of California, 1510-

1930. 4 volumes bound in one. v, [1], 926pp. Title and subject 

index; chronological indexes. Original three-quarter green 

cloth, marbled sides, paper spine label. A very fine copy. Los 

Angeles: 1964. $200. 
 Reprint, in one handy small volume, of the three volume 

work published in 1933 and of the supplemental fourth volume by 

Robert Granniss Cowan. The most handy printing to use and an 

indispensible reference. [Zamorano Eighty: 23]. 

97. COY, Owen C. California County Boundaries. vii, 

[5], 335pp. Numerous maps (some folding), index. Blue cloth, 

gilt. A very fine copy. Berkeley: California Historical Survey 

Commission, 1923.  $90. 
 First edition. A thorough study of the division of the state 

into counties and the subsequent changes in their boundaries. Part I 

contains the ñGenesis of California Counties.ò Part II deals with the 

history of the boundaries, by counties, along with a map of each 

county and pertinent data. 

 

98. COY, Owen C. In the Diggings of ó49. An Authentic 

Historical Account of the Gold Region. Small quarto. 132pp. 

16 illustrations, plates, maps. Dark blue cloth, gilt. A very fine 

and bright copy with the elusive pictorial dust jacket. Los 

Angeles: California State Historical Association, 1948.  $75. 
 First edition. An excellent and readable account of the Gold 

Rush and the spread of the gold region during the 1850ôs. Includes a 

good bibliography and index. Material on the American River mines, 

the Mother Lode mines, the Yuba and Feather River mines, the 

Trinity-Klamath mines, a chapter on ñMinerôs Ways,ò etc. 

 

99. COY, Owen C. [Compiler & Editor]. A Pictorial 

History of California. Oblong 4to. 261 full-page plates with 

accompanying text. Publisherôs green cloth, gilt. Remnants 

from removed bookplate on inner cover, cloth lightly rubbed 

at extremities. A very good copy, internally fine and clean. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, (1925).  $325. 
 First edition. Scarce. An extraordinary collection of 

pictorial material on the history of California, each sheet (printed on 

rectos only) representing a photographic reproduction (with captions) 

of contemporary prints, maps, photographs, drawings and paintings, 

ethnographic specimens, etc., many of which are inaccessible except 

in this work. Includes much on the Mission and Gold Rush periods. 

This work includes an amazing wealth of pictorial material from 

which one could learn the entire basic history of California. Most of 

the reproduced lithographs, paintings, and photographs cannot be 

found elsewhere except with great difficulty and/or expense. 

 

SOLD CRAVEN , Tunis Augustus Macdonough. A Naval 

Campaign in the Californias, 1846-1849. The Journal of 

Lieutenant Tunis Augustus Macdonough Craven, U.S.N. 

United States Sloop of War, Dale. Edited by John Haskell 

Kemble. 124pp. plus introduction. Frontis and 3 color plates 

after watercolors by William H. Meyers. Decorated blue cloth, 

gilt. A very fine and bright copy. San Francisco: The Book 

Club of California, (1973).  $90. 
 Limited to 400 copies printed by The Ward Ritchie Press. 

Lt. Craven was the lieutenant aboard the U.S.S. Dale and saw action 

in the Mexican War. This is the first appearance of Cravenôs 

complete journal of the cruise of the sloop-of-war Dale to California, 

and its participation in the eventful years of the American conquest. 

Illustrated with three of William H. Meyersô watercolor sketches. 

Original prospectus laid in. 

 

SOLD CULLIMORE , Clarence. Santa Barbara Adobes. 

xxiii,  [1], 225pp. Map and detailed ink drawings by the author. 

Bibliography. Brown cloth lettered in dark brown. A fine copy 

with pictorial dust jacket (light chipping to top edge). Santa 

Barbara: Santa Barbara Book Publishing Co., (1948). $75. 
 First edition. A fine book on the subject, profusely 

illustrated by the author with accurate sketches. Locates and fully 
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describes the history and details of nearly fifty of the old Santa 

Barbara buildings. 

 

102. DAMON , Rev. Samuel C. A Journey to Lower 

Oregon & Upper California, 1848-49. Preface by Ethel M. 

Damon. Small 4to. Pp. [4], v, [3], 86. Frontis portrait. 30 

decorative initials and six tailpieces printed in reddish-brown. 

Half brown polished calf, yellow and blue marbled boards, 

black spine label lettered in gold. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: John J. Newbegin, 1927. $350. 
 First book edition, first published in The Friend in 

Honolulu, 1849. Number 196 of 250 numbered copies printed for 

John J. Newbegin by Edwina and Robert Grabhorn. The frontispiece 

and decorative initials by Valenti Angelo. One of the Fifty Books of 

the Year. ñReverend Samuel Damon, the publisher and editor of The 

Friend, began his excursion from Hawaii to the Pacific Coast on 

April 17, 1848. He recounted his trip for his newspaperé in June, he 

stayed in San Francisco and expressed disappointment with the 

cityé he noted the large number of people who had emigrated from 

Honolulu. From San Francisco, the editor headed to Benicia and 

wrote about the lack of accurate maps of California. On June 26, he 

arrived in Stockton and on July 3, visited Sutterôs Forté Damon 

continued his tour and stopped at Mormon Island and Kanaka 

Diggings before taking a trip down the Sacramento Riveré on July 

26, he departed for Honolulu. [Grabhorn: 99; Howes I: D-44; Howes 

II: D-47; Graff: 994; Kurutz: 168b; Rocq: 15769]. 

 

103. DANA , Julian. Sutter of California. A Biography. xi, 

423pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. Red pictorial 

cloth, gilt. Spine faded, else a fine copy. New York: The Press 

of the Pioneers, 1934. $75. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed by the author 

to ñmy friend Bertha Dubinski.ò Bertha Dubinski Hellum-Berman 

was a prominent California civic leader who was responsible for the 

Alameda and Contra Costa County public library system, Director of 

the Monterey Public Library (1937-1946), etc. She led the successful 

drive to obtain state legislation that permitted the financing of branch 

libraries in California. A fine biography of John A. Sutter. Includes a 

discussion of ñSutterôs Fort Todayò by the curator, Harry C. Peterson, 

an ñInventory of Sutterôs Purchase of Fort Ross and Bodega,ò and a 

genealogy of the ñDescendants of Sutterò. 

 

SOLD DANA , Richard Henry, Jr. Two Years Before the 

Mast; a Personal Narrative of Life at Sea. xiv, 464pp. 

Illustrated with 14 plates from early paintings, drawings, etc. 

Handset Oxford type. Half white sheep over cloth boards, 

spine lettered in dark brown. Spine leather very slightly toned. 

A fine and clean copy. San Francisco: Printed for Random 

House, 1936.  $225. 
 Limited to 1,000 copies printed by The Grabhorn Press. 

One of the Fifty Books of the Year. A fine edition of Danaôs classic, 

with illustrations on contemporary California scenes, taken from 

Forbes and Robinson, as well as from vintage paintings, drawings 

and manuscripts. ñMany editions have been issued; one of the 

handsomest is that printed at the Grabhorn Press, San Francisco, for 

Random House, 1936é If not the most widely read book on 

California, certainly this ranks extremely high on such a listò 

(Zamorano Eighty). Unlike many copies of this edition in which the 

spine is very yellowed and rubbed, our copy shows only slight toning 

to the spine. A very nice, collectible copy. [Zamorano Eighty: 26, 

note]. 

 

105. [DANA , Richard Henry, Jr.]. Danaôs Seamenôs 

Friend: A Treatise on Practical Seamanship, with Plates; a 

Dictionary of Sea Terms; and the Customs and Usages of the 

Merchant Service; With the British Laws Relating to Shipping, 

the Duties of Master and Mariners, and the Mercantile 

Marine. By James Lees. Small 8vo. xv, [1], 365pp. Illustrated 

with 5 engraved plates text illustrations, appendices. Full early 

nineteenth-century calf, marbled ends, gilt-lettered spine. 

Light scuffing to spine, minimal foxing to blank endpapers 

and half title, else a tight and exceptionally clean copy 

throughout. London: George Philip and Son, 1861. $500. 
 New edition, revised and corrected, and with notes. First 

published in both England and America in 1841. This classic 

reference for sailors on their legal rights and duties became the 

standard manual on maritime law in England and the United States 

for much of the latter half of the nineteenth century. Dana had 

assembled the manual based on his own experiences at sea. It was 

meant to inform mariners about the basics of rigging and seamanship, 

commercial practices and maritime law. Includes a comprehensive, 

30 page ñDictionary of Sea Terms.ò This edition was revised by 

James Lees, author of Laws of Shipping and Insurance, Letters to 

Shipmasters, et al., and has considerably more pages than earlier 

editions. The appendices includes sections on Building Ships; Placing 

the Masts; Shipsô Anchors and Cables; Wire-Rope Standing Rigging; 

Reefing Topsails from the Deck; Fitting and use of lights, and more. 

No copies of this 1861 printing are located within OCLC 

 

SOLD DAVIS , William Heath. Sixty Years in California. A 

History of Events and Life in California; Personal, Political 

and Military... xx, 639pp. Older three-quarter morocco, 

marbled boards. Rebacked, spine laid down. Light scuffing at 

extremities. A very good copy, internally fine and clean. San 

Francisco: A.J. Leary and Company, 1889.  $175. 
 First edition. One of the most trustworthy sources for the 

period before 1850. Davis settled permanently at Yerba Buena (later 

San Francisco) in 1838 after a period of trading between Boston and 

the Pacific Coast in 1831 and 1833. There were few people of 

importance he did not know and his narrative is one of the most 

interesting and valuable accounts we have. This work is somewhat 

scarce. It was later expanded to his, ñSeventy-Five Years in 

California.ò [Cowan: p.160; Graff: 1020; Howes I: D-136; Howes II: 

D-139; Zamorano Eighty: 27]. 

 

107. DAVIS , William Heath. Seventy-Five Years in 

California. 421pp. 2 color plates, 41 black & white 

illustrations, facsimile newspaper. Offsetting from facsimile 

newspaper, as usual. Slight rubbing to spine ends. A fine copy. 

San Francisco: John Howell Books, 1929.  $125. 
 First trade edition, limited to 2000 copies. One of the best 

and most valuable of California reminiscences of the early days of 

California. Davis, a noted California pioneer, visited California in 

1831, and again in 1833. He was then a California resident from 1838 

until his death in 1909. Davis claimed to have brought the first gold 

dust to San Francisco from the mines in June, 1848. A portion of his 

text is devoted to pre-Marshall gold discoveries in California. He also 

wrote important descriptions of pioneers and San Francisco at the 

time of the Gold Rush even though they represent only a fraction of 

the total narrative. [Kurutz: 170b; Zamorano Eighty: 27, note]. 

 

SOLD DAVIS , Winfield J. History of Political Conventions 

in California, 1849-1892. [6], 711pp. Publisherôs blind and 
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gilt-stamped brown cloth. A very fine and bright copy. 

Sacramento: California State Library, 1893.  $300. 
 First edition. Includes the tipped-in errata slip. An 

authoritative work which covers the period from the first political 

mass meeting in 1849 to the state convention of 1892. Biographical 

sketches of the governors and a register of the officers of the state are 

included. ñIt is the authority for its periodéò (Zamorano 80). A fine 

source book. ñCompliments of California State Libraryò stamped 

neatly on front blank endpaper. [Zamorano Eighty: 28]. 

 

109. DECKER, Peter. The Diaries of Peter Decker. 

Overland to California in 1849 and Life in the Mines, 1850-

51. Edited by Helen S. Giffen. 338pp. Frontis portrait, 2 

folding maps. Maroon cloth lettered in gilt of spine and front 

cover. A very fine and bright copy with pictorial dust jacket. 

Georgetown: The Talisman Press, 1966.  $150. 
 First edition. Although not indicated, one of 750 copies. 

Printed from the original manuscript diaries in the collection of the 

Society of California Pioneers. An excellent view of life in the mines. 

ñDecker served as the secretary of the Columbus and California 

Industrial Association. They started their journey from Columbus, 

Franklin County, Ohio, on April 4, 1849, and arrived at Sutterôs Fort 

on August 9, 1849. Decker was one of the first to arrive in the remote 

Trinity mining district. From there, the gold seeker went on to work 

the South Fork of the Yuba River and tells of the rigors of everyday 

mining life including the building of a diversion damò (Kurutz). 

Later, Decker was a storekeeper in Nevada City and became mayor 

of Marysville in 1858. The appendix includes several of Deckerôs 

letters. [Kurutz: 174; Mattes: 422; Mintz: 120]. 

 

110. DeGRAZIA , Ted. Father Junipero Serra. Sketches 

of His Life in California. Introduction and Observations by 

Carl S. Dentzel. [88]pp. Profusely illustrated with sketches by 

DeGrazia. Tan pictorial cloth stamped in dark brown. Ownerôs 

small rubber stamp on fixed endpapers. A fine copy with 

price-clipped pictorial dust jacket. (Los Angeles): The Ward 

Ritchie Press, (1969). $60. 
 First edition. Includes Dentzelôs excellent introduction and 

70 pages of DeGraziaôs sketches. Ettore DeGrazia (1909-1982) first 

became recognized as an artist in Mexico when Diego Rivera and 

Jose Clemente Orozco sponsored a show of his work. Most of his 

career was spent in Arizona where he painted, sketched and worked 

with ceramics and silver. His studio was called Gallery of the Sun. In 

1976, DeGrazia hauled about 100 of his paintings into the 

Superstition Mountains near Phoenix and set them ablaze to protest 

inheritance taxes on works of art. 

 

111. DELANO , Alonzo. Alonzo Delanoôs California 

Correspondence... Edited with an Introduction and Notes by 

Irving McKee. xxv, 155pp. 1 plate, 1 map, text illustrations, 

endpaper maps. Original brick  cloth, gilt. A very fine copy. 

Sacramento: Sacramento Book Collectors Club, 1952.  $100. 
 First edition in book form. One of 310 copies (298 for sale) 

printed by Grant Dahlstrom at the Castle Press. A series of Gold 

Rush letters that originally appeared in the Ottowa (Illinois) Free 

Trader and the New Orleans True Delta between 1849 and 1852. 

ñThis handsome volume comprises thirty-six detailed lettersé they 

relate graphically the events of the river voyage to St. Joseph, the 

hazardous overland journey, and the sojourns in Sacramento, the 

mines, San Francisco, and points northé These rank among the 

finest and most descriptive letters from the mineséò (Kurutz). 

[Kurutz: 176; Rocq: 6040]. 

 

112. DELANO , Alonzo. Alonzo Delanoôs Pen-Knife 

Sketches, or Chips of the Old Block. Foreword by G. Ezra 

Dane. Small quarto. Pp. xxi, [1], 79, [1]. Frontispiece, twenty 

headpieces, and four full-page drawings in color by Charles 

Nahl. Printed in double columns. Colophon and thirty-one 

initials printed in sepia. Original blue-green boards, tan spine, 

printed paper spine label; colored drawing and title by Charles 

Nahl on front cover. Ownerôs neat name on inner cover. A 

very fine and bright copy with the elusive plain peach dust 

jacket. San Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1934.  $150. 
 Reprinted from the only other edition of 1853. Limited to 

550 copies. Scarce in this condition. The humorous sketches of 

California Gold Rush life by the man as famous for his profile as well 

as his wit, ñOld Blockò of California. Includes a new foreword by G. 

Ezra Dane. One of the Fifty Books of the Year. [Grabhorn: 204]. 

 

113. DELANO , Alonzo. A Sojourn with Royalty and 

Other Sketches by ñOld Blockò (Alonzo Delano). Collected 

and Edited by G. Ezra Dane. Foreword by Edmund G. 

Kinyon. Small octavo. xii, 96pp. Illustrated by Charles 

Lindstrom. Seven initials in sepia, eight headpieces and title 

page illustration in color. Orange pictorial boards, tan cloth 

spine, orange spine label printed in black. Very light offsetting 

to ends from jacket flaps, but a very fine copy. San Francisco: 

George Fields, 1936. $75. 

 First book edition. One of 500 copies printed for George 

Fields by the Grabhorn Press. Satirical sketches and reminiscences 

about California life and culture by a pioneer humorist, originally 

published in periodicals from 1850-1867. [Grabhorn: 255]. 

 

114. De MASSEY, Ernest. A Frenchman in the Gold 

Rush. The Journal of Ernest De Massey, Argonaut of 1849. 

Translated by Marguerite Eyer Wilbur. Small quarto. 183pp. 

Illustrations, maps, facsimiles. Gilt-lettered dark blue cloth. A 

very fine copy (the printed dust jacket is present but is very 

worn and repaired). San Francisco: California Historical 

Society, 1927.  $150. 
 First edition in English. Translated from the unpublished 

French manuscript journal, this is an excellent account by a cultivated 

and well-educated man. Ernest de Massey, a French nobleman, 

arrived in San Francisco on December 14, 1849, after a long sea 

voyage from France aboard the Cérèsé He spent the winter of 1850 

in San Francisco, which gave him ample opportunity to record in 

detail what he sawò (Kurutz). De Massey mined at the Trinity River 

mining region. He also prospected at the Big Bar region without 

much success, and later headed for the Klamath River. Almost dying 

of thirst and starvation, he left for San Francisco in August, and then 

went to San Jose, Santa Cruz and San Juan Bautista. He finally went 

back to San Francisco and had success when he entered the 

newspaper business, working for the Public Balance. He ended his 

memoir with the establishment of a store to sell foreign-language 

publications. [Cowan: p.165; Kurutz: 185; Wheat, Gold Rush: 60]. 

 

SOLD DENTZEL , Carl Schaefer. The Treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo, 1848-1948. Small quarto. [12]pp. Folding map 

(10x21½ inches); halftone illustrations. Red cloth lettered in 

gilt on spine, title label on front cover. Title label with light 

surface scratches, else a very fine copy. Los Angeles: Los 

Angeles Corral of Westerners, 1948. $125. 
 First separate edition, first published in the Westernerôs 

Brand Book (1948). One of 100 copies printed, with additional 

illustrations. Extremely scarce. The reproduced map is ñMap of that 
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portion of the Boundary between the United States and Mexico, from 

the Pacific Coast to the Junction of the Gila and Colorado Rivers.ò 

 

 

The best single work on the Comstock 
 

116. DeQUILLE , Dan [pseud.]. History of the Big 

Bonanza... by William Wright. Introduction by Mark Twain. 

569pp.. Frontispiece and 91 detailed illustrations, index. 

Publishers light brown cloth decoratively stamped in black 

and gold. Minimal wear to spine ends, lower corners just 

showing, else a fine (very nice) copy. Hartford, Connecticut: 

American Publishing Co. and San Francisco: A. L. Bancroft, 

1876.   $500. 
 First edition. Probably the best single work on any Western 

mining camp. Excellent source material. Includes a short introduction 

by Mark Twain. The author served as editor on the Territorial 

Enterprise from 1862 until its suspension in 1893 and probably knew 

more about Virginia City society and its residents and mines than 

anyone else. The book discusses every phase of the epic rise of the 

Comstock, including thorough reports on the effects of the Big 

Bonanza silver discoveries and Virginia Cityôs development in the 

early 1870ôs, technological details about Americaôs first truly deep 

mines, lively anecdotes on most every subject, informal biographical 

sketches of prominent mining men, etc. ñWright has written the 

greatest of all Comstock books and probably the best single work on 

any Western mining campé There are chapters on the humorous 

events that led to the initial rush of 1859 after the discovery of silver 

and on the early societal life. Wright, who knew intimately the 

special technological advances which were required to work North 

Americaôs first truly deep mines, presents details about them long 

ignored y othersé The book was not well received in his day, but 

now it rates among the top dozen all-time Nevada booksò (Paher). 

[Paher: 2220]. 

 

117. DERBY, George H. Phoenixiana. A Collection of the 

Burlesques & Sketches of John Phoenix, alias John P. 

Squibob, who was, in fact, Lieutenant George H. Derby, 

U.S.A. Edited and with an introduction by Francis P. Farquhar. 

240pp. Illustrations, facsimile sketches, etc. Cloth-backed 

pictorial boards, paper spine label. A very fine and bright 

copy. San Francisco: Grabhorn Press, 1937. $150. 
 Limited to 550 copies. No. 5 in the Third Series of Rare 

Americana from the Grabhorn Press. One of the Fifty Books of the 

Year. Humorous sketches of California by John Phoenix or John 

Squibob, the pen names of U.S. Lieutenant George H. Derby. Draws 

upon original sources for its material and contains many hitherto 

uncollected nuggets of humor as well as familiar favorites. The 

sequence of ñhunting scenesò is here published for the first time. 

[Grabhorn: 277]. 

 

118. [DERBY, George H.]. Phoenixiana; or, Sketches and 

Burlesques. By John Phoenix. Pp. 274, 4, [10, publisherôs 

ads]. Frontispiece. Publisherôs original brown embossed cloth, 

gilt illustration of Squibob on upper cover (repeated in blind 

on lower cover), gilt pictorial spine. Spine gilt slightly dulled, 

but a fine and tight copy. New York: D. Appleton and 

Company, 1856.  $350. 
 First edition. The first printing of the first collected edition 

of the writings of this Gold Rush humorist. Scarce in this condition. 

Humorous sketches of California by John Phoenix or John Squibob, 

the pen names of U.S. Lieutenant George H. Derby. ñThe lighter side 

of the Gold Rush, by óthe father of the native American school of 

humor,ô who was also an eminent topographical engineer. Derby also 

wrote The Squibob Papers and prepared several notable early maps 

of California areasò (Wheat). [Baird-Greenwood: 643; BAL: 4650 

(state A); Cowan: p.167; Sabin: 19665; Wheat, Books of the 

California Gold Rush: 63; Wright II: 739]. 

 

SOLD DERBY, George H. The Topographical Reports of 

Lieutenant George H. Derby. Introduction and notes by 

Francis P. Farquhar. Small quarto. [2], 81pp. Frontis portrait, 2 

full -page maps, 2 large folding maps, 6 text maps. Extensive 

notes. Gray wrappers printed in black. Spine darkened and 

with short tear to foot, else a fine copy. (San Francisco): 

California Historical Society, (1933). $175. 
 First book edition. Very scarce. Although not indicated, 

one of only 150 copies. Reprinted (with added material) from the 

Quarterly, vol. XI, numbers 2, 3, and 4. ñGeorge Horatio Derby was 

an officer in the U.S. Army, an engineer, a writer and a wit. His 

humorous writings were collected and published in two books, 

Phoenixiana and The Squibob Papers, the former gaining 

considerable popularity. His professional writings are illustrated by 

the three reports contained in this book: a reconnaissance of the 

Lower Colorado River; The Sacramento Valley in 1849; and the 

ñTulares Valleyò in 1850ò (Evans). Mr. Farquhar prepared, especially 

for this volume, the sections dealing with Lieutenant Derbyôs sojourn 

at San Diego and with his later career.  The two large folding maps 

include reproductions of his The Sacramento Valley from the 

American River to Butte Creek (1849) and Reconnaissance of the 

Tulares Valley, 1850. This copy is complete. The signature sections 

have been sewn, but the printed cover, although present, was never 

attached to the sheets, the sheets were never trimmed, and the two 

large folding maps were never bound in (in this case, laid in). [Evans, 

The First Hundred Years: p.175]. 

 

 

Signed presentation to David Magee 
 

SOLD DILLON , Richard. Shanghaiing Days. 351 pp. Gilt-

lettered rust cloth. A very fine and bright copy with pictorial 

dust jacket. New York: Coward-McCann, (1961). $125. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed by the author 

to San Francisco book dealer, David Magee: ñFor David Magee ï 

sometime novelist and full-time bibliopole. R. H. Dillon.ò This title is 

becoming quite scarce, is almost never found in this condition. A 

wonderful association copy. ñThe thrilling account of 19th century 

hell-ships, Bucko Mates and Masters, and dangerous ports-of-call 

from San Francisco to Singapore.ò A wonderful association copy; 

David Magee, one of San Franciscoôs preeminent antiquarian book 

sellers, is well known and remembered by many. 

 

SOLD [DISTURNELL , John]. Disturnellôs Treaty Map: 

The Map That Was Part of the Guadalupe Hidalgo Treaty on 

Southwestern Boundaries, 1848. 20pp. of text with large 

folding color facsimile map (25 x 34 inches), folded to octavo. 

Original blue cloth. A very fine copy. Santa Fe: Stagecoach 

Press, 1965.  $90. 
 First edition. The facsimile map, on long-life paper, is the 

version attached to Mexicoôs copy of the Treaty. The 20 page essay 

by Jack Rittenhouse covers its history and the controversy it caused. 

Designed by Jack Rittenhouse and printed at his Stagecoach Press. 
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A very rare Maynard Dixon work 
with seven full-page woodcuts by the artist 

 

SOLD  DIXON , Maynard. Poems and Seven Drawings. 

Small quarto. [38]pp. plus 7 full-page woodcuts produced 

especially for this title. Title printed in black and red. Goudy 

Antique handset type. Original decorated batik boards, red 

leather spine label, gilt. Minor jamming to spine ends, but a 

very fine copy without the usual heavy offsetting from the 

plates, damaged binding, etc. (San Francisco: Printed for the 

Author, 1923).  $1,500. 
 First edition. One of 250 copies privately printed by the 

Grabhorn Press for the author. ñSome copies sold.ò The Grabhorn 

Bibliography mentions two different bindings for this book: coarse 

tan linen with decorations hand-painted, or tan boards printed in 

black. Our copy is an original Grabhorn binding but is a variant not 

mentioned in the Bibliography. In any case, there were variations as 

revealed by the following quote: ñ...a flier, as I remember; it was first 

intended for private distribution. Later some appeared on sale... I 

think they had a hard time giving it away... though I have since had 

many requests for it. On second thoughts both Grab and I admitted it 

could have been much better doneò (Author). This work is very rare 

and very sought-after, especially in this condition. [Grabhorn: 52]. 

 

123. DOONER, P. W. Last Days of the Republic. 5 full -

page lithograph plates by G. F. Keller. Brick pictorial cloth, 

cover design and lettering in gilt. Ownerôs name (H. A. 

Powell) on inner cover and blank verso of one plate, minor 

foxing to a few end leaves, tiny gouge to lower edge of front 

cover. Overall a fine copy. San Francisco: Alta California 

Publishing House, 1880.  $350. 
 First edition. A very early yellow peril novel which appears 

to be the first treatment of this theme by an American writer, written 

at the height of the Anti-Chinese feelings in California. The author 

projects the ñChinese immigration questionò into the future, science-

fiction style, and portrays the taking of the United States, beginning 

with California, by the Chinese who proceed to convert the country 

into an Asian dominion with Asian laws. Quite scarce. [Baird and 

Greenwood: 679; Cowan: p.178; Hansen: p.49; Wright III: 1583]. 

 

124. DOWNEY , Joseph T. Filings from an Old Saw: 

Reminiscences of San Francisco and Californiaôs Conquest. 

Edited by Fred Blackburn Rogers. 170pp. Frontis portrait. 

Notes, index. Original pictorial dark green cloth. A very fine 

copy. San Francisco: John Howell-Books, 1956.  $45. 
 First edition in book form. Limited to 750 copies designed 

by Lawton Kennedy. An excellent source book on the American 

conquest, including ñthe finest and most detailedò account of the 

raising of the American flag at Yerba Buena. 

 

 

One of the finest reminiscences of mining life 
 

125. DOWNIE , William. Hunting for Gold. Reminisences 

[sic] of Personal Experiences and Research in the Early Days 

of the Pacific Coast from Alaska to Panama. 407pp. Frontis, 

70 illustrations. Original dark blue cloth lettered in gilt on 

spine and front cover, floral-patterned endpapers. Half-inch 

wrinkle to spine, one or two tiny rubbed spots to spine ends 

(you really have to look), but the nicest copy we have seen, 

very fine. San Francisco: California Publishing, 1893.  $500. 

 First edition. One of the finest reminiscences of mining life 

by the inveterate miner and founder of Downieville. Contains many 

interesting illustrations and photographic reproductions of California 

mining life. ñDale Morgan called this one of the best Gold Rush 

reminiscencesé the gold seeker made for Sacramento and worked 

the mines at Vernon, Nyeôs Ranch, Roseôs Bar, and Bullardôs Bar. He 

discovered gold on branches of the North Fork of the Yuba River at a 

place later named Downieville. In addition to these experiences, the 

pioneer tells of the Gold Lake excitement. He then describes his quest 

for gold in Canada, Alaska, and Panama. Downie concludes this 

entertaining volume with biographies of his óearly friendsô.ò 

(Kurutz). [Cowan: p. 179; Graff: 1143; Howes I: D-448; Howes II: 

D-459; Kurutz: 203; Wheat, Books of the California Gold Rush: 64]. 

 

126. [DRAKE , Sir Francis]. Davidson, Prof. George. 

Identification of Sir Francis Drakeôs Anchorage on the Coast 

of California in the Year 1579. Small quarto. 58pp. plus 15 

folding charts. Original printed beige wrappers. Soiling to 

covers, slight chipping to head of spine, upper corner of first 

few leaves slightly curled. A very good copy, internally fine, 

the folding charts in fine condition. Housed in a custom cloth 

chemise and slipcase with gilt-lettered leather spine label. San 

Francisco: Bacon & Company, 1890. $400. 
 First edition. Very scarce. Published by the California 

Historical Society. Only two copies have sold at auction in the last 

thirty-five years. No other copies are currently offered. ñProfessor 

Davidson had originally believed that Sir Francis Drake entered San 

Francisco Bay. In this article he revealed a change in belief, and 

maintained that óthe great circumnavigator anchored in Drakeôs 

Bay;é there remains not the shadow of a doubt in my mind as to the 

exact localityô.ò (Evans). The fifth publication of the California 

Historical Society. [Cowan: p.157; Evans, First Hundred Years, 

p.172; Rocq: 4965]. 

 

SOLD [DRAKE , Sir Francis]. Robertson, John W. Francis 

Drake & other early Explorers along the Pacific Coast. [8], 

290pp. Color frontis map, 5 color map plates (1 folding), 28 

color text maps, engraved head and tail-pieces and initials. 

Gilt-lettered vellum spine, brown boards. A very fine copy 

with publisherôs slipcase with pictorial pastedown. San 

Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1927.  $350. 
 First edition. One of 1,000 copies. One of the Fifty Books 

of the Year. A comprehensive history of land and sea exploration of 

the Pacific coast, from Cortez to Portola and the discovery of San 

Francisco Bay. Contains extracts from original documents and is 

lavishly illustrated with reproductions of contemporary maps. The 

maps include The New World; a 15th century map of the known 

world; the Magellan Map (1540); the Cornelius Wytfliet map (1597); 

Vizcaino Map (1602); Moll Map of California (1719); the Kino Map 

(1702); Molyneux Map (1600); French Drake Map (1641); Hondius 

Map of the Pacific Coast; Dudley Map of the Pacific Coast; and 

many others. [Cowan: p.536; Cox II: p.522; Grabhorn: 90; Hill: 

p.254; Rocq: 5022]. 

 

 

The classic study and standard reference 
on the subject 

 

128. [DRAKE , Sir Francis]. Wagner, Henry R. Sir 

Francis Drakeôs Voyage Around the World: Its Aims and 

Achievements. Quarto. x, [2], 543pp. Profusely illustrated with 

maps (many folding), photographs and facsimiles. Maroon 
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cloth, gilt-lettered spine. Spine lightly faded, else a very fine 

copy. San Francisco: John Howell-Books, 1926.  $450. 
 First edition. Although not indicated, limited to 1,100 

copies. Since its publication over a half-century ago, Wagnerôs 

classic study has remained the standard reference on the subject. In 

addition to his own text, he has translated and reprinted most of the 

documents relating to the voyage, and has included many maps, 

charts, and contemporary illustrations in the text. Two chapters are 

devoted to the California landing in which Wagner argues for 

Trinidad Bay as the primary site although he contends that Drake 

may have stopped at more than one site. [Cowan: p. 665; Howes I: 

W-9; Howes II: W-9; Wagner, Published Writings: p.(11)]. 

 

129. DRAKE , Sir Francis and William Cornelison 

Schouten. The World Encompassed... and The Relation of a 

Wonderfull Voiage. Historical Introductions by A. L. Rowse 

and Bibliographical Notes by Robert O. Dougan. Small 8vo. 2 

volumes bound in one. 108 + 82pp. plus the 24 page pamphlet 

containing the historical introductions and bibliographical 

notes. 1 portrait, 3 maps. Original vellum, coat of arms on 

cover and spine lettering in gilt, cloth ties. Pamphlet bound in 

wrappers. A very fine set in publisherôs clam-shell box with 

printed paper labels. Cleveland, Ohio: The World Publishing 

Company, (1966). $150. 
 First edition of the introduction and biographical notes, 

which comprise the pamphlet to accompany the facsimile reprint of 

the first editions of Drakeôs 1628 World Encompassed and 

Schoutenôs 1619 Relation of a Wonderfull Voiage. The Drake 

narrative covers his circumnavigation of the globe in 1577-1580, 

rounding both Capes, and crossing the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

Schoutenôs voyage in 1615-1617, proved the existence of a passage 

from the southern Atlantic to the Pacific south of the Straits of 

Magellan round Cape Horn. The notes include bibliographical 

histories for each narrative by the Librarian of The Henry E. 

Huntington Library. 
 

130. DUFLOT DE MOFRAS , Eugene. Travels on the 

Pacific Coast. Translated, edited and annotated by Marguerite 

Wilbur. Foreword by Dr. Frederick Webb Hodge. 2 volumes. 

Pp xxxxiv, 273 + x, [2], 352. Four plates and 5 maps (1 

folding). Extensive bibliography and index. Publisherôs half 

light brown morocco and boards, gilt lettering on spine. Lower 

edge of boards with two minor dings. A fine, uncut set. Santa 

Ana: Fine Arts Press, 1937.  $750. 
 First edition in English. Although not indicated, limited to 

400 copies. A significant work on Western travel and exploration. 

Duflot de Mofras was a French diplomat in Mexico under the Second 

Empire. He was sent in 1840 to visit the provinces to the north. He 

aimed to give a complete description of the coastline from 

Tehuantepec to Bering Strait. He spent many months in Monterey, 

also visiting Fort Ross and Sutter's Fort. On his return in 1841, he 

stopped at Santa Barbara, San Luis Rey and San Diego. He recorded 

meetings with Lieutenant Wilkes and Sir George Simpson. This title 

is classified as one of the most important works on the northwestern 

coast. ñIssued under French government auspices, it forms an 

admirable supplement to Humboldtôs account of the same region and 

is the only early illustrated work on the Pacific coast comparableé to 

the Voyage Pittoresque of Choris or to Litk®ôs account of the Russian 

survey of the northwest coastò (Howes). [Curtiss: 30; Cowan: p.186; 

Graff: 1169 (first edition); Howes I: D-542; Howes II: D-551; Smith, 

Pacific Northwest Americana: 2596; Wheat, Transmississippi: 474; 

Zamorano Eighty: 30]. 

 

131. DUVALL , Marius. A Navy Surgeon in California, 

1846-1847. The Journal of... Edited by Fred Blackburn 

Rogers. 114pp. Frontispiece portrait, 4 folding plates. Maroon 

cloth lettered and decorated in gold and white. Spine slightly 

faded, else a fine copy. San Francisco: John Howell-Books, 

1957.   $60. 
 First edition. Limited to 600 copies designed and printed by 

Lawton Kennedy. A previously unpublished diary that chronicled the 

events at Monterey and San Francisco at the time of the American 

conquest. 

 

 

Much on the Chinese in California 
 

132. EAVES, Lucile. A History of California Labor 

Legislation, with an Introductory Sketch of the San Francisco 

Labor Movement. xiv, 461pp. Bibliography, index of cases, 

index of subjects. Publisherôs gray wrappers printed in black. 

Spine slightly darkened, else a very fine copy. Berkeley: The 

University Press, 1910. $175. 
 First edition. Publication No. 2 of the University of 

California Publications in Economics. An important study on all 

aspects of labor history in California: San Francisco Labor 

Movement; slave labor; child labor; women workers, etc., etc. In four 

long chapters, the author covers the development of the anti-Chinese 

movement in California and more specifically where and how it 

affected organized labor. The chapters alternate between state and 

federal action on the subject, thereby allowing for good chronological 

development. [Hansen: p. 51; Rocq: 9261; Slobodek: p. 10]. 

 

SOLD ECCLESTON, Robert. Overland to California on 

the Southwest Trail, 1849. Diary of Robert Eccleston. Edited 

by George P. Hammond and Edward H. Howes. 256pp. 

Frontis, 2 folding maps. Rust cloth, gilt-lettered spine. A very 

fine, bright copy. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 

California Press, 1950.  $225. 
 First edition. Quite scarce. One of 750 copies printed at The 

Westgate Press. Signed on inner cover by author, E. Geoffrey Bangs. 

An account of a 19 year old traveling from Texas to California in the 

year 1849. Eccleston was a New Yorker who joined a California 

company (the Frémont Association) that decided to go to Galveston, 

Texas by sea and then take the southwestern trail to California. 

Despite his youth, Eccleston was a keen observer and recorder 

leaving us with a vivid picture of life on the trail. His journal was of 

special value for the historian because it established a new date for 

the opening of the Tucson cutoff to wagon traffic. ñé the party 

charted new ground by opening wagon travel over the Tucson Cutoff 

or Apache Pass Trail. From Tucson, Eccleston and companions 

traveled with Texas Ranger Colonel Jack Hayes. They headed north 

to Maricopa Wells, followed the Gila route to Yuma, and crossed the 

Colorado Desert to a campsite on New River named (by Cave 

Johnson Couts) Camp Salvation. It was ninety-five miles from 

Warnerôs Ranchò (Kurutz). Ecclestonôs diary is the only one that has 

come to light describing 1849 travel on the trail. [Howes I: E-34; 

Howes II: E-34; Kurutz: 216]. 

 

 

The first official publication 
 

SOLD [E CLAMPUS VITUS ]. The Enigmatical Book of 

Vitus in which is included The Marvelous Histories & 

Astounding Prophecies of the Clampatriarch, the Credo in 
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Absurdum According to St. Vitus, the One Truth & Orthodox 

Ritual, & the Clamp-roster or Roll of Honor, the Whole 

Prefaced by a Noble Grand Humbugôs Account of How It 

Came to Passé Preface by Carl I. Wheat. 12mo. 39, [1]pp. 

Illustrated with 2 plates, text illustrations. Original gray boards 

lettered on front cover in blue. A very fine copy. Yerba Buena, 

California: Hall of Comparative Ovations, 1934. $275. 
 First edition of the first publication of the newly revised 

Order of E Clampus Vitus. Very, very scarce! One of 250 copies 

printed by ñSTFò (Samuel T. Farquhar) for private distribution, this 

being number ñIò (all copies were number I). Includes ñNow It Can 

Be Toldò by Carl I. Wheat, and ñSatisfactory!ò by Adam Lee Moore, 

the Clampatriarchôs reminiscences of E Clampus Vitus as it existed in 

Downieville and Sierra City in the 1860ôs and later. [Harding, The 

Published Writings of Carl Irving Wheat: 60]. 

 

135. EDWARDS, E. I. The Enduring Desert. A 

Descriptive Bibliography. Foreword by Russ Leadabrand. xiv, 

306pp. Tan cloth, gilt. A very fine copy with publisherôs 

slipcase. (Los Angeles): The Ward Ritchie Press, 1969. $150. 
 First edition. One of the best on the subject. An annotated 

bibliography of more than 2000 titles along with a condensed 

gathering of approximately 150 journals and diaries recounting the 

early Southern California desert crossings. This work is considered 

the standard reference and the most complete bibliography on books 

about California deserts. 

 

136. EDWARDS, Philip Leget. The Diary of Philip Leget 

Edwards. The Great Cattle Drive from California to Oregon 

in 1837. 48pp. One colored facsimile from an 1837 lithograph 

of San Francisco. Cloth-backed marbled boards, paper labels 

on spine and front cover. Fore-edges of endpapers with 

offsetting, else a very fine copy. San Francisco: The Grabhorn 

Press, 1932. $75. 
 One of 500 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press. Treasurer 

of the Willamette Cattle Company, Edwards arrived in San Francisco 

on February 29, 1837. He had originally come to Oregon in 1833 

with Captain Wyethôs party. This day-by-day narrative ends on 

September 18, somewhere near Mt. Shasta, as the company attempts 

to reach the Willamette Valley with 729 head of cattle. His account 

of the six months spent in the San Francisco Bay Area is among the 

most important early descriptions of pastoral California. Also 

considered one of the first western cattle accounts. [Grabhorn: 172]. 

 

137. EGENHOFF, Elisabeth L. [Compiler]. The Elephant 

As They Saw It. A Collection of Contemporary Pictures and 

Statements on Gold Mining in California. [With]: Fabricas, A 

Collection of Pictures and Statements on the Mineral 

Materials Used in Building in California Prior to 1850. 

[With]: De Argento Vivo. Historic Documents on Quicksilver 

and Its Recovery in California Prior to 1860. 3 titles bound in 

one. Pp. 128 + 189 + 144. Profusely illustrated from old 

prints, drawings and photographs; facsimiles. All bound 

together in publisherôs gilt-lettered blue cloth, original printed 

wrappers bound in. A very fine set. San Francisco: Division of 

Mines, 1963, 1952, 1953.  $175. 
 Third printing of the first title, first printings of the second 

two titles. The first presents a collection of contemporary pictures 

and text on gold mining in California and includes reproductions of 

rare daguerreotypes and ambrotypes taken in the diggings. The 

second presents a wealth of information dealing with mineral 

materials used in building in California prior to 1850 as seen through 

the words and drawings of contemporary writers and artists. The third 

title gives a history of quicksilver and its mining in California prior to 

1860. It includes extracts from writings on quicksilver that date from 

300 B.C. to the sixteenth century, as well as numerous illustrations 

and extracts from writings on the discovery and mining of quicksilver 

in California from the last quarter of the eighteenth century to the 

middle of the nineteenth century. 

 

SOLD ELDREDGE , Zoeth Skinner. The Beginnings of San 

Francisco from the Expedition of Anza, 1774 to the City 

Charter of April 15, 1850. 2 volumes. 837pp. Numerous 

illustrations, portraits, maps, etc., some folding; extensive 

notes, appendices, index. Spines faded (as usual), else a fine 

set. San Francisco: By the Author, 1912. $150. 
 First edition. A standard and sought-after work on the early 

Spanish and Mexican period of San Francisco, with a vast amount of 

general history. Covers the period from the discovery of the Bay of 

San Francisco in 1769 by Don Gaspar de Portola up to the period just 

after the Gold Rush. This copy signed by Bertha D. Hellum, a 

prominent California civic leader who was responsible for the 

Alameda and Contra Costa County public library system, Director of 

the Monterey Public Library (1937-1946), etc. She led the successful 

drive to obtain state legislation that permitted the financing of branch 

libraries in California. 

 

139. ELLIS , W. T. Memories. My Seventy-Two Years in 

the Romantic County of Yuba, California. Introduction by 

Richard Belcher. 308pp. Frontis portrait plus illustrations. 

Light brown cloth-backed orange boards with printed paper 

spine label. A very fine and bright copy with slightly chipped 

printed dust jacket. Eugene: University of Oregon, 1939. $150. 
 First edition. Printed by John Henry Nash. The memoirs of 

a life-long resident of Marysville, and a recognized authority on flood 

control and levee construction. ñThis book should remain as a text-

book for all persons interested in flood conditions in the Sacramento 

Valleyò (Belcher). Includes much on early Marysville including early 

gambling, theatrical amusements, railroads, steamboats, stages, the 

fire department, a chapter on Black Bart, the E Clampus Vitus lodge, 

Chinese Tong wars, etc. [Rocq: 15600]. 

 

140. ELLISON , Joseph. California and the Nation, 1850-

1869. A Study of the Relations of a Frontier Community with 

the Federal Government. 258pp. Original gray wrappers 

printed in black. Spine slightly darkened, else a fine copy. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1927.  $150. 
 First edition. A comprehensive work, discussing, among 

other topics, the dealings between state and federal governments in 

regard to land grants and mineral lands in California, as well as Civil 

War issues (legal tender notes, etc.). [Cowan: p.844]. 

 

141. EMPARAN , Madie Brown. The Vallejos of 

California. 464pp. Frontis portrait, eleven plates; 

bibliography, index. Red cloth stamped in gilt on spine and 

front cover. Tiny (almost imperceptible) spot to front cover. A 

very fine copy. San Francisco: Gleeson Library Associates, 

1968.   $275. 
 First edition. Although not indicated, limited to 1000 copies 

printed by Lawton and Alfred Kennedy. Signed by the author on title 

page with a Polaroid photograph (showing the author and her 

husband signing copies of the book) stapled to endpaper (as usual). 

History of one of Californiaôs most distinguished families, with 

portraits of General Vallejo, his wife and ten children. The best book 

on the Vallejo family. 
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142. [EMPEROR NORTON ]. Lane, Allen Stanley. 

Emperor Norton, the Mad Monarch of America. 286pp. 

Numerous illustrations from early photographs, facsimiles, 

bibliography. Original orange patterned pictorial cloth 

stamped in black and gold on spine and front cover. A very 

fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. Caldwell, Idaho: The 

Caxton Printers, 1939.  $275. 
 First edition. The best and most comprehensive work on 

this eccentric character of early San Francisco. Becoming 

increasingly scarce, especially in this condition and with the dust 

jacket. 

 

143. EVANS, Peter A. The First Hundred Years. A 

Descriptive Bibliography of California Historical Society 

Publications, 1871-1971 with a Foreword by J. S. Holliday 

and a Recollection by Charles L. Camp. Tall octavo. 28pp. 

Tan boards, decorated and lettered in red and black. A fine 

copy. (No place: California Historical Society, 1971).  $90. 
 First edition. Annotated bibliography published on the 

centennial of the California Historical Society. Very useful. 

 

144. FAHEY , Herbert. Early Printing in California from 

Its Beginning in the Mexican Territory to Statehoodé. Folio. 

ix, 142pp. Illustrated with 16 plates after title-pages, 

newspapers; frontis portrait. Green and black two-tone cloth, 

gilt-lettered red morocco spine label. A very fine and bright 

copy. San Francisco: Book Club of California, 1956. $275. 
 First edition. One of 400 copies printed by The Grabhorn 

Press. An important and scholarly study on printing in California 

from the beginning as a Mexican Territory to statehood, September 9, 

1850. Includes a bibliography of imprints, list of newspapers, list of 

presses, and bibliographic sources. A handsomely produced and quite 

valuable reference. [BCC: 94; Grabhorn Press: 582]. 

 

145. FANKHAUSER , William C. A Financial History of 

California. Public Revenues, Debts, and Expenditures. Tall 

octavo. [2], 101-408pp. plus 4pp. index. 4 folding tables. 

Bibliography, index. Publisherôs gray wrappers printed in 

black. Fore-edge of front wrapper and upper corner of rear 

wrapper with some curling, spine a bit darkened, else a fine 

copy. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1913. $150. 
 First edition. Scarce. Covers the early Spanish period 

(Spanish revenue laws, Mexican commercial regulations, etc.); an 

entire section of the decade of experimentation, 1850ôs (temporary 

state loan of 1850, foreign minerôs license tax, the funding acts, 

stamp duties, etc.); Californiaôs financial problems of the 1860-1872 

period; a period of unrest (1872-1880); revenue laws and railroad tax 

litigation; state receipts; state and local taxation, and more. The last 

section provides detailed charts of State expenditures, 1850-1910. 

 

146. FARNHAM , Eliza W. Life in Prairie Land. 12mo. 

xii, [13]-408pp. Publisherôs blind and gilt-stamped brown 

cloth. Light wear to spine ends and corners, foxing to 

preliminary and end leaves, else a fine copy, internally clean. 

New York: Harper & Brothers, 1846. $200. 
 First edition. Farnhamôs account of her travels and 

experiences in the West, living in northern and central Illinois in the 

early 1840ôs. She pays particular attention to conditions of women, 

about the difficulties of transitioning from their former lives to the 

isolation and privation of prairie life, of being ill-prepared, etc. ñVery 

many ladies are so unfortunate as to have had their minds thoroughly 

distorted. They cannot endure the sudden and complete transition 

which is forced upon them by emigration to the West. (They) suffer 

the loss of artificial luxuries, but never appreciate what is offered in 

exchange for themò (Preface). [Sabin 23862]. 

 

SOLD FARQUHA R, Francis P. Yosemite, the Big Trees, 

and the High Sierra. A Selective Bibliography. xi, 104pp. 

Portraits, illustrations, facsimiles. Two-tone cloth. A fine copy 

with slightly soiled dust jacket. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 

University of California Press, 1948.  $200. 
 First edition. The classic bibliography on the subject. 

Becoming increasingly difficult to find in this condition. Detailed 

collations on 25 of the more important books on the history of 

Yosemite. 

 

 

With the Official Map of Chinatown 
 

SOLD FARWELL , Willard B. The Chinese at Home and 

Abroad. Together with the Report of the Special Committee of 

the Board of Supervisors of San Francisco, on the Condition 

of the Chinese Quarter of that City. Pp. [2], iii, [3], 114. 

Folding color map. Publisherôs dark green cloth lettered in gilt 

on spine and front cover. Some light spotting to front cover, 

spine ends lightly worn, inner front hinge with a just a bit of 

glue residue. A very good copy. San Francisco: A. L. 

Bancroft, 1885. $750. 
 First edition. At the height of the anti-Chinese hysteria in 

California, the official San Francisco Municipal Reports for 1885 

contained over 100 pages devoted to the ñCondition of the Chinese 

Quarter and the Chinese in San Francisco,ò and included the rare 

folding color map of Chinatown. Shortly thereafter this volume by 

Farwell appeared, reproducing the primary material on the Chinese 

contained within the Municipal Report published earlier the same 

year. The scarce work offered here includes The Chinese at Home; 

The Inhumanity of the Race; the Chinese Abroad; the Inconsistencies 

of Missionary Whites; Chinese Cheap Labor for the Development of 

California; the Opium Habit; the Introduction and Spread of Leprosy, 

and the Races in Conflict. Part two of this work reproduces the 

Report of [the] Special Committee on the Condition of the Chinese 

Quarteré, as well as an appendix on Chinatown in Sacramento. Also 

included is the rare folding map of Chinatown, color-coded to show 

every business, gambling parlor, houses of white and Chinese 

prostitution, opium ñResorts,ò joss houses, etc. The map is extremely 

rare; we have noted copies of the map reaching a retail level of four 

thousand dollars. ñFor historians in search of a complete single work 

containing most of the indictments widely disseminated in the 1870ôs 

and 80ôs about the Chinese, this is probably the best bookò (Hansen). 

[Cowan: p.204; Hansen: p.54; Rocq: 9337]. 

 

 

Signed by Chief Justice Stephen J. Field 
 

SOLD FIELD , Stephen J. Personal Reminiscences of Early 

Days in California, with Other Sketches...to which is added 

the Story of His Attempted Assassination... by Hon. George C. 

Gorham. vi, 406pp. Original dark green cloth, blind and gilt-

stamped. The slightest of rubbing to extremities, title page 

with an offset vertical line (perhaps from a laid-in ribbon). A 

fine copy, the text block tight and clean. No place: By the 

author, (1893). $1,100. 
 First edition with the added material by Gorham; ñPrinted 

for a Few Friends, Not Published.ò Quite scarce. Fieldôs 
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ñReminiscences...ò was first published (also privately) in 1880. This 

edition includes The Story of the Attempted Assassination of Justice 

Field by a Former Associate on the Supreme Bench of California, by 

George C. Gorham. This copy signed, ñWith the Compliments of 

Stephen J. Field.ò Field (1816-1899) served as Alcalde of Marysville 

and in the state legislature before becoming Chief Justice of the state 

Supreme Court. He was then appointed to the United States Supreme 

Court by Lincoln and served the longest term in the Courtôs history 

(1863-97). Fieldôs finding of fraudulence in the will of Senator 

Sharon, as Submitted by Sarah Althea Hill and her attorney David 

Terry, led to a threat on Justice Fieldôs life by Terry. Eventually 

Terry was shot dead by Fieldôs body guard. Gorham was a long-time 

friend of Justice Field. He was the clerk when Field held the 

Alcaldeôs Court in Marysville, in 1850, and was Clerk of the U.S. 

Circuit Court of the District of California when it was organized, 

after Fieldôs appointment to the U.S. Supreme Bench. [Cowan: p. 

209; Graff: 1316; Howes I: F-117; Howes II: F-116; Kurutz: 237b; 

Rocq: 9359]. 

 

150. FLETCHER , Daniel Cooledge. Reminiscences of 

California and the Civil War. 196pp. Frontis portrait. 

Publisherôs maroon cloth stamped in black and gold. Spine 

slightly faded, else a very fine copy. Ayer, Massachusetts: 

Huntley S. Turner, 1894.  $250. 
 First edition. Fletcher emigrated to California via the 

Isthmus of Panama, mined there for several years and returned to his 

Massachusetts home just prior to the outbreak of the Civil War; he 

participated in the second battle of Bull Run and the battle of 

Chantilly. The author provides an interesting account of mining in the 

Grass Valley area in 1852. [Cowan: p. 214; Decker 30: 120; 

Eberstadt: 130:107; Graff: 1350; Howes I: F-188; Howes II: F-194; 

Kurutz: 244; Mintz: 157]. 

 

151. FOLKMAN , David I., Jr. The Nicaragua Route. xii, 

[2], 173pp. Portrait, illustrations, map ends. Appendices, 

notes, index. Brown cloth spine, paper spine label, pictorial 

boards. A very fine copy. Salt Lake City, Utah: University of 

Utah Press, (1972). $60. 
 First edition. Provides the full story of the Nicaragua route 

and depicts the route in its important role in the rush to the gold 

fields. Covers early travel across the Isthmus, the Nicaragua Contract, 

birth of the Nicaragua route, the route changes hands, filibuster 

complications, rivalry over a charter, the Central American Transit 

Company, etc. The appendices include passenger steamer schedules 

(ship name, departure date, number of passengers, arrival date, etc.), 

and the number of passengers by the Isthmian routes from 1848-

1869. 

 

152. FREEDMAN , Ted. The Nonpareil and the Fly Trap. 

[2], 14pp. plus colophon. 2 illustrations (1 full-page) by Mark 

Robertson, folding menu inserted. Red cloth, paper spine 

label, pictorial paste-down on front cover. Spine slightly 

faded, offsetting from menu (as usual), else a fine copy. 

(Orinda): Gwalchmai of California; printed by the Platen 

Press, (1953). $175. 
 First edition. Only 117 copies were printed, 49 copies on 

Strathmore paper, 53 on Van Gelder paper, and 15 other copies. This 

copy is presumably one of the 15 as the paper is watermarked, ñJohn 

Henry Nash.ò The inserted menu is an actual menu from the Fly Trap 

restaurant. The Press (The Nonpareil) and the restaurant (The Fly 

Trap) worked together at 73 Sutter Street in San Francisco from 1911 

to 1949, one providing good food and the other producing the daily 

bill of fare, six days a week. Obviously very scarce. 

153. [FREEMASONRY IN CALIFORNIA ]. Sherman, 

Edwin A. [Editor]. Fifty Years of Masonry in California. 

Compiled and edited by Edwin A. Sherman. 2 volumes. Folio. 

Pp. 534 + [535]-802, 218, xvi, [6, index]. Profusely illustrated 

with engraved portraits, group photos, plates, exterior and 

interior images of lodges and other Masonic buildings, 

facsimiles, etc. Original pictorial blind stamped morocco, 

decorated and lettered in gilt on spines and front covers, all 

edges gilt. Two or three ownership stamps, a few minor 

surface scratches to rear cover of volume one, but a 

magnificent set, the best we have seen. San Francisco: George 

Spaulding & Co., 1898. $750. 
 First edition. The first and best history of the Masonic order 

in California. Includes a great deal of information including the 

general history of Masonry from its beginnings to the later part of the 

nineteenth century. Covers, primarily, Masonry in northern 

California. Quite hard to find, especially in this condition and 

complete in the two volumes. [Cowan: p.582; Rocq: 17138]. 

 

154. FRÉMONT , Jessie Benton. A Year of American 

Travel. 32mo (4½x3 inches). 190, [2, ads]pp. Green cloth 

lettered in black and red. Private library sticker on inner cover, 

two small holes to front free endpaper and adjacent leaf. 

Covers badly spotted or stained. A very good copy, internally 

fine and clean. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1878. $900. 
 First hardback edition. Issued in wrappers the same year. 

Part of the ñHarpers Half-Hour Series.ò Very rare. Mrs. Fr®montôs 

account of her journey to California in 1848 to meet her husband, 

with observations on San Francisco during the Gold Rush, San Jose, 

and Monterey. Includes three letters ñJessie included a fine 

description of crossing the Isthmus and her seven-week stay in 

Panama City as gold fever visited the region. While there, she 

received letters from John and news of his overland difficulties, and 

she published his letters in this booké throughout these 

recollections, Jessie recorded in vivid detail not only her own affairs 

but also the Spanish customs of the region (Monterey), domestic life, 

local politics, and the doing of her husband. On January 1, 1850, 

Jessie and John went back to New York via the Isthmus of Panamaò 

(Kurutz). Includes the text of her husbandôs letter of January 27, 

1849, describing his expedition to the Rocky Mountains made during 

the winter of 1848-49. Only one copy of this first edition has sold at 

auction in the last 35 years. [Graff: 1427; Howes I: F-363; Howes II: 

365; Kurutz: 255a; Rader: 1477; Rocq: 15815]. 

 

155. FRÉMONT , Jessie Benton. A Year of American 

Travel: Narrative of a Personal Experience. With an 

Introduction by Patrice Manahan, and Engravings by Ernest 

Freed. Pp. xi, [5], 121, [1]. Text illustrations. Cloth-backed 

patterned boards, paper spine label. Bookplate on inner cover. 

A fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 

1960.  $150. 
 Limited to 450 copies printed by the Plantin Press. Mrs. 

Fr®montôs account of her journey to California in 1848 to meet her 

husband, with observations on San Francisco during the Gold Rush, 

San Jose, and Monterey. ñJessie included a fine description of 

crossing the Isthmus and her seven-week stay in Panama City as gold 

fever visited the region. While there, she received letters from John 

and news of his overland difficulties, and she published his letters in 

this booké throughout these recollections, Jessie recorded in vivid 

detail not only her own affairs but also the Spanish customs of the 

region (Monterey), domestic life, local politics, and the doing of her 

husband. On January 1, 1850, Jessie and John went back to New 

York via the Isthmus of Panamaò (Kurutz). Includes the text of her 
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husbandôs letter of January 27, 1849, describing his expedition to the 

Rocky Mountains made during the winter of 1848-49. [Kurutz: 

255b]. 

 

 

Includes the first map to label the ñGold Regionò 
and the ñGolden Gateò 

 

156. FRÉMONT , John Charles. Geographical Memoir 

Upon Upper California, in Illustration of His Map of Oregon 

and California... Addressed to the Senate of the United States. 

Thin octavo. 67pp. Original pale green wrappers, title printed 

in black on front cover. Small piece lacking front upper corner 

of front wrapper, another tiny chip to fore-edge of front 

wrapper. Overall, in remarkable condition for such a fragile 

item. Washington: Wendell and Van Benthuysen, Printers, 

1848.  Ÿ 

 First edition, Senate issue 148, 30th Congress, 1st Session. 

This work is rarely found in the original wrappers! The report of this 

third expedition of Frémont is uncharacteristically short, due to 

Fr®montôs court martial and resignation from military service. 

Nevertheless, it enjoyed great popularity since the discovery of gold 

was announced almost simultaneously with its publication. Some 

copies are found with the map mentioned in the title. It has pretty 

much been substantiated that copies in the original wrappers were not 

issued with the map because they were the first copies to be issued. 

Howes states that the map was ñnot issued in all copies, if in any...ò 

In any case, we offer a perfect copy of the map, lithographed on 

heavy stock, with this item. See below. [Cowan: p.223; Howes I: F-

366; Howes II: F-368; Sabin: 25837; Wagner-Camp: 150:1]. 

 

With  
 

 FRÉMONT , John Charles. Map of Oregon and 

Upper California from the surveys of John Charles Fremont 

and other authorities. Drawn by Charles Preuss under the 

order of the Senate of the United States. Washington City, 

1848. 27x34 inches. Lithographed. Original hand-coloring of 

boundaries in pale green. Creased where folded. A beautiful 

copy, very fine, on heavy stock. Lithographed by E. Weber & 

Co., Baltimore. Washington, 1848. The two items:   $3,750. 
 First edition. Perhaps the best copy of this map we have 

handled. Published with Geographical memoir upon Upper 

California, in illustration of his map of Oregon and California. Very 

scarce as very few copies of the Memoir were issued with the map 

(see p.223 of Cowan: ñThe fold. Map accompanies but few copiesò). 

This famous map was the ñcartographic monument of 1848ò (Wheat). 

The map shows Fr®montôs entire route of his expedition of 1845-

1846. It covers the territory from the boundary of the ñBritish 

Possessionsò on the north to the Mexican border on the south, and 

from the Pacific Ocean on the west to Fort Laramie and the ñGreat 

Plainsò on the east. ñUndoubtedly the most interesting legends on the 

entire map appear in Californiaò (Wheat). ñChrysopylae or Golden 

Gateò is shown at the entrance of San Francisco Bay ï the first use of 

the term Golden Gate on any map. ñéthe legend óEl Dorado or Gold 

Regionô has been added along the óRio d. l. Plumasô (Feather River), 

and the óR. d. l. Americanosô (American River), which is shown 

flowing out of óLake Bonplandô (Tahoe)ò (Wheat). This map was the 

first map of large general circulation to label the gold region. ñThis 

important and beautifully drawn map became the model for many of 

the later gold region mapsò (Wheat). [Cowan: p.223; Wheat, Books of 

the Gold Rush: 78; Wheat, Maps of the California Gold Region: 40; 

Wheat, Transmississippi West: Vol. III, 559 and pp. 49-62]. 

 

157. FRÉMONT , John Charles. Geographical Memoir 

Upon Upper California, in Illustration of His Map of Oregon 

and California... Addressed to the Senate of the United States. 

Thin 8vo. 40pp. Disbound, sewn. Lacking wrappers, else a 

fine, clean copy. Washington: Printed by Tippin & Streeper, 

1849.  $300. 
 First edition, House issue 5, 30th Congress, 2nd Session. The 

report of this third expedition of Frémont is uncharacteristically short, 

due to Fr®montôs court martial and resignation from military service. 

Nevertheless, it enjoyed great popularity since the discovery of gold 

was announced almost simultaneously with its publication. Some 

copies are found with the map mentioned in the title. Howes states 

that the map was ñnot issued in all copies, if in anyéò. This copy is 

not being offered with the map. This House of Representative issue 

was ordered by the House in January of 1849 and was published with 

only 40 pages. It eliminates the Appendix found in the Senate issue, 

issued earlier in 1848 (see above). [Cowan: p.223; Howes I: F-366; 

Howes II: F-368; Sabin: 25837; Wagner-Camp: 150:2]. 

 

158. [FRÉMONT , John Charles]. Dellenbaugh, 

Frederick S. Fr®mont and ó49. The Story of a Remarkable 

Career and its Relation to the Exploration and Development 

of our Western Territory, Especially of California. xiv, 547pp. 

+ 6 pages of ads. Frontis in color from a painting by the 

author, 58 plates from photographs, and 8 folding maps; 

extensive bibliography and index. Original light brown 

pictorial cloth from an original design by the author, stamped 

in light blue, brown and black. Lower rear corner slightly 

jammed. A superior copy, very fine and bright. New York: 

G.P. Putnamôs Sons, 1914.  $275. 
 First edition, deluxe pictorial cloth binding. Very scarce, 

especially in this lovely condition. An exhaustive biography of one of 

the more visible and controversial figures of Americaôs expansionist 

period. The maps show the growth of knowledge about the 

geography of the West from 1782 to the 1840ôs; the plates depict 

much of the scenery of the West of the period. 

 

159. [FRÉMONT , John Charles]. Stegmaier, Mark J. and 

David H. Miller . James F. Milligan: His Journal of Frémontôs 

Fifth Expedition, 1853-1854; His Adventurous Life on Land 

and Sea. 300pp. Illustrations, maps, portraits. Gilt-lettered red 

cloth. A very fine copy. Glendale: The Arthur H. Clark Co., 

1988.   $75. 
 First trade edition. Milligan was a contrary, educated man 

who provides a variant view to Frémont. His diary of the first portion 

of the fifth expedition is valuable, and here published for the first 

time. His account of life at Bentôs Fort at Big Timbers during 1854 is 

vivid and one of the best contemporary accounts available of 

everyday life at a frontier post, as seen by a civilian. Western 

Frontiersmen Series, volume XXI. [Clark and Brunet I: 240; Clark 

and Brunet II: 269]. 

 

SOLD GALVIN , John, [Editor]. The Coming of Justice To 

California. Three Documents. Translated from the Spanish by 

Adelaide Smithers. xi, 80pp. Frontis portrait, 3 facsimile title 

pages, 2 maps (one folding). Red cloth with subtle pictorial 

front cover in slightly darker red, gilt-lettered spine. Ownerôs 

name on upper corner of flyleaf, else a very fine and bright 

copy. (San Francisco): John Howell Books, 1963.  $90. 
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 First edition uniting these documents. One of 750 copies 

designed and printed by Lawton Kennedy. Reprints the ñRules and 

Regulations for the Presidios on the Frontier Line of New Spain, 

1772,ò the ñSpeech of Carlos Antonio Carrilloé Requesting 

Adequate Courts for the Administration of Justice in Alta California, 

1831,ò and the ñDecree... Establishing Circuit Tribunals and District 

Courts, 1834.ò 

 

161. GARCES, Francisco. A Record of Travels in Arizona 

and California, 1775-1776. A New Translation Edited by John 

Galvin. Folio. Pp. [4], ix, [3], 113, [4]. Colored frontis, 5 

plates (1 double-page), 2 folding maps, text illustrations. 

Glossary, bibliography and index. Decorative cloth, gilt. A 

fine copy. (San Francisco): John Howell-Books, 1965.  $75. 
 Second edition in English, first printing. First translated 

into English by Elliott Coues in 1900. Limited to 1250 copies 

handsomely designed and printed by Lawton and Alfred Kennedy. 

This copy signed by Erma Peirson, author of The Mojave River and 

Its Valley. The journal of Garces, the Franciscan missionary whose 

explorations in the southwest prompted the Anza expedition and the 

opening of the Mojave Trail. Excellent source material on the Indians 

and the country that he observed. 

 

SOLD GENTHE , Arnold. As I Remember. Small quarto. 

290pp. 112 photographic illustrations by the author. Black and 

brick two-tone cloth, gilt lettering on spine and front cover. 

Very minor wrinkle to head of spine, ownerôs neat name on 

endpaper, two spots to rear cover, else a fine copy. New York: 

Reynal & Hitchcock, (1936).  $90. 
 First edition. A fine autobiography by Arnold Genthe, the 

photographer best known for his images of San Franciscoôs 

Chinatown and of the 1906 fire and earthquake ruins. 

 

163. GENTHE , Arnold. Old Chinatown: A Book of 

Pictures by Arnold Genthe. Text by Will Irwin. 208pp. Frontis 

& 70 plates, text illustrations. Expertly rebound in black cloth, 

inlaid with the red and gold pictorial elements from the 

original binding, leather spine label (a very handsome 

facsimile binding). A very fine copy. New York: Kennerley, 

1913.   $450. 
 Second and best edition. Presentation inscription, signed 

by the author and dated New York: February, 1915. First printed in 

1908, this edition of the Genthe-Irwin classic study of San 

Franciscoôs pre-1906 Chinatown contains almost twice as many 

photographs as the earlier version. The new binding is exquisite and 

utilizes the original printed gilt and red pictorial elements from the 

original cloth binding. 

 

164. GENTHE , Arnold. Pictures of Old Chinatown. Text 

by Will Irwin. 57pp. plus 49 full -page photographic plates. 

Yellow/orange cloth with pictorial photographic paste-down 

on front cover, lettered in red on front cover. Portion of spine 

lettering flecked, spine ends lightly bumped, light rubbing to 

corners, half title with blotchy foxing. A very good copy. New 

York: Moffat, Yard, 1908.  $275. 
 First edition. The Genthe-Irwin classic study of pre-1906 

Chinatown. Probably the first photographic study of San Franciscoôs 

Chinatown by a noted photographer. Includes views of shops, street 

scenes, the people (both casual and in various trades), etc. One 

image, titled the ñPalace Hotel,ò shows ñThe Devilôs Kitchen.ò The 

caption indicates that this is ñthe most dilapidated hole in Chinatown 

and a constant reproach to the Board of Health.ò ñThe Devilôs 

Kitchenò was the place where tourists paid to ñsee the hop fiends.ò 

The tourists kept this ñattractionò going for years, in spite of the 

Board of Health. 

 

SOLD GIFFEN , Helen S. Casas & Courtyards. Historic 

Adobe Houses of California. Foreword by W. W. Robinson. 

Preface by the author. Editorial by the publisher. 153pp. Color 

frontis, 65 photographs by Guy Giffen. Two-tone cloth, gilt. A 

very fine copy. Oakland: Biobooks, 1955. $150. 
 First edition. One of 600 copies. Quite scarce. Presentation 

inscription, signed by the publisher, Joseph A. Sullivan, to author, E. 

Geoffrey Bangs. An important twenty year study, in text and 

photographs, of California adobe homes. Covers all the known 

adobes existing at the time the author began the research. Includes 

adobes of the pueblos, presidios, mission towns, ranchos, etc. Each of 

the 65 buildings photographed is discussed. An appendix includes a 

listing of all the adobe houses that are not included in the text. 

 

166. GLEASON, James Henry. Beloved Sister: the 

Letters of James Henry Gleason, 1841-1859. Compiled and 

with notes by Duncan and Dorothy Gleason. Illustrated by 

Duncan Gleason, with portraits and facsimiles. Frontis 

portrait. Blue cloth with spine stamped in gilt. A very fine 

copy in dust jacket. Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark 

Company, 1978. $75. 
 First edition. Dorothy Gleason prepared this book for 

publication as a memorial to her late husband, California artist 

Duncan Gleason and to his mother, Eleanor Duncan Gleason, whose 

interest in local history aided the preservation of these letters. The 

letters themselves reveal appealing details of the then Sandwich 

Islands and California in the mid-nineteenth century. 

 

SOLD GOETZMANN , William H. Army Exploration in 

the American West, 1803-1863. xx, 509pp. 27 illustrations and 

21 maps (five large folding in rear pocket); bibliographic 

essay, index. Cloth and boards. A very fine copy with pictorial 

dust jacket. New Haven: Yale University Press, (1960). $90. 
 First edition, second printing. Scholarly description, 

analysis and evaluation of the role played by the U.S. Army in 

exploring the Trans-Mississippi West, with an emphasis on the period 

1838 to 1863 and the role of the Topographical Engineers. 

 

SOLD [GRASS VALLEY ]. Charter and Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Grass Valley. Adopted July 7
th
, 

1893. With Amendments and Ordinances in Force to Date, 

October 10
th
, 1902. Black pebbled cloth, gilt lettering on front 

cover. Small article pasted to upper corner of inner cover. A 

fine copy. City of Grass Valley: By Authority of the Board of 

Trustees, (1903). $125. 
 First edition. Officers of the Municipal Government and of 

the Board of Education are listed. This copy belonged to City 

Trustee, Jas. C. Conaway with his name printed on front cover. 

Covers streets, water, sidewalks, the city cemetery, licenses, city 

pound, fire department, fire marshal, Board of Health, the franchise 

of Sunset Telephone and Telegraph Co., water closets (declared to be 

a public nuisance, loiterers about Chinatown forbidden, fire limits, 

excavation of streets, midnight closing ordinance (saloons), 

plumbing, water rates, Nevada County Traction Co., and more. 

 

169. GREENWOOD, Robert [Editor]. California 

Imprints, 1833-1862: A Bibliography. Compiled by Seiko 

June Suzuki and Marjorie Pulliam, and the Historical Records 
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Survey. Illustrated with facsimiles. A very fine and bright 

copy with printed dust jacket. Los Gatos: Talisman Press, 

1961.   $150. 
 First edition. Limited to 750 copies. The most 

comprehensive work ever published on California imprints from the 

early printing in Mexican California through 1862. An excellent 

annotated reference, often cited. 

 

170. GUDDE, Erwin G. California Gold Camps. Edited 

by Elisabeth K. Gudde. x, 467pp. Numerous illustrations & 

maps, list of places by county, glossary, bibliography. Original 

gilt-lettered gray cloth. A very fine copy with pictorial dust 

jacket. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California 

Press, (1975).  $150. 
 First edition. A geographical and historical dictionary of 

camps, towns, and localities where gold was found and mined; 

wayside stations and trading centers. Often labeled ña mother lode of 

information,ò this work assembles the names, locations and brief 

histories of literally thousands of California towns that formed the 

gold country while the rush was on, most of which have subsequently 

disappeared. An invaluable reference book. Becoming quite scarce. 

 

171. HAFEN , LeRoy. The Overland Mail, 1849-1869: 

Promoter of Settlement, Precursor of Railroads. 361pp. 7 

plates from photographs, drawings, facsimiles, folding map of 

the overland mail routes; bibliography, index. Dark green 

cloth, top edges gilt. Pony Express postage stamp affixed to 

endpaper. A bit of minor water spotting to covers, but a fine 

copy. Cleveland: The Arthur H. Clark Co., 1926. $375. 
 First edition, first issue in the dark green cloth. Limited to 

1253 copies. Very scarce. There were an additional 270 copies that 

were issued in 1945 in light green cloth. This first issue is rarely 

offered. Considered the first scholarly work on the overland mail, this 

volume includes: Establishment of the Postal Service; the Ocean Mail 

to the Pacific Coast; pioneer monthly mails to the inter-mountain 

region, the Butterfield Overland Mail; increases in mail line routes 

(1857-59); service to the Pikeôs Peak region; the Pony Express, and 

much more. [Clark and Brunet I: 109; Clark and Brunet II: 124; 

Cowan: p.256; Howes I: H-11; Howes II: H-11]. 

 

172. HALL , Carol D. [Editor]. Donner Miscellany. 41 

Diaries and Documents. 97pp. Title page printed in green and 

brown, printed throughout in green, brown and black. 

Illustrated with 5 full-page photographic illustrations and 

facsimiles, including a frontispiece of Patty Reedôs doll. 

Janson type on all-rag Oxbow paper. Decorations wood-

engraved by Mallette Dean. Original light green linen spine 

stamped in yellow over brown floral calico boards. Slight 

offsetting on endpapers, else a fine copy. San Francisco: The 

Book Club of California, 1947. $225. 
 First edition. One of 350 copies designed and printed by the 

Allen Press for the Book Club of California. Prints, for the first time, 

three diaries relating to the tragic Donner Party, including those of 

ñMiller-Reed,ò James Reed, and the Relief Party. [Allen Press: 6; 

Magee: 67]. 

 

 

One of the earliest definitive histories 
 

173. HALL , Frederic. The History of San Jose and 

Surroundings with Biographical Sketches of Early Settlers. xv, 

537pp. Lithographed frontispiece, 3 lithographed plates, large 

folding map in rear. Original reddish-maroon cloth, gilt. Spine 

faded to light brown, very minor wear to spine ends, just a bit 

of minor spotting to text (no foxing), else a fine copy. San 

Francisco: A. L. Bancroft and Company, 1871.  $750. 
 First edition. One of the earliest definitive histories of San 

Jose and the surrounding area. The large folding map and appendix 

chapters contain much valuable information on the earliest Spanish 

pueblo lands in Alta California. The lithographed folding map, ñMap 

of the Pueblo Lands of San Jose,ò was surveyed by George H. 

Thompson in 1866 and shows all the various tracts, ranchos, the City 

of San Jose, Alviso, etc. The fragile map has one tiny hole but, 

overall, is in fine condition. ñHistorically valuableò (Cowan). 

[Cowan: p.259; Howes I: H-63; Howes II: H-64; Rocq: 14096]. 

 

 

One of the most celebrated 
and interesting of all Gold Rush narratives 

 

SOLD [HALL , John Linville]. Around the Horn in ó49. The 

Journal of the Hartford Union Mining and Trading Company. 

December, 1848 to September, 1849. Historical introduction 

by Oscar Lewis. [14], 127pp. Tipped-in color frontispiece. 

Brown cloth spine, marbled boards, paper spine label printed 

in gold. A fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of 

California, 1928. $275. 
 Reprint of the 1849 first edition. One of 250 numbered 

copies printed by the Grabhorn Press. Journal kept by John Linville 

Hall; a day to day account of the voyage of the barque ñHenry Leeò 

from New York to San Francisco in 1849. Hall was a printer who set 

up his machinery and printed his Journal while at sea. That original 

issue is now very rare; this reprint is extremely scarce. ñOne of the 

most delightful of the Clubôs publications, certainly one of the most 

difficult to obtain todayò (Hundredth Book). ñThe first printed 

narrative of a California gold-seeker and the best record of an 

argonaut expedition by seaò (Howes). ñThis journal ranks as one of 

the most celebrated and interesting of all Gold Rush narrativeséò 

(Kurutz). Although Howes attribute authorship of this journal to 

George Webster, Oscar Lewis and Gary Kurutz attribute the 

authorship to its printer, Hall. One of the Fifty Books of the Year. 

[Grabhorn: 106; Howes I: W-202; Howes II: W-199; Hundredth 

Book: 30; Kurutz: 305c]. 

 

175. HAMMOND , George Peter. Noticias de California. 

First Report of the Occupation by the Portola Expedition, 

1770, with facsimiles of the original printings, a new 

translation, contemporary maps, and a narrative of how it all 

came to pass. Quarto. 53pp. Folding frontis map, 8-page 

octavo facsimile and 6-page quarto facsimile with folding 

map, one illustration.. Decorated gray boards, black cloth 

back, gilt. A very fine copy with the original plain paper dust 

jacket. San Francisco: Book Club of California, 1958. $90. 
 Limited to 400 copies designed by James Robertson. First 

printed in Spanish in 1770. An account of the occupation of 

Monterey. An important text, being the first official reports of the 

occupation of Alta California by Spain. There exist two printings of 

the original, one in octavo and one in quarto, both of the greatest 

rarity and here reproduced in facsimile from the copies in The 

Bancroft Library. [BCC: 98]. 

 

176. HAMMOND , George P. [Introduction]. 1830. On 

the Ambitious Projects of Russia in Regard to North West 

America, with Particular Reference to New Albion & New 
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California. By an Englishmen. Introduction by George P. 

Hammond. 79pp. Handset in Bulmer type and printed in two 

colors on all-rag paper. Facsimile map. Half paper vellum and 

printed boards, spine lettered in red. A fine copy. San 

Francisco: Book Club of California, 1955.  $200. 
 One of 350 copies printed by the Allen Press. First 

published anonymously in 1830, of which only 1 copy is thought to 

exist, and here reprinted for the first time. The original was printed to 

rouse the English nation to realize the importance and possibilities of 

the little-known Pacific Northwest, then in danger of Russian 

conquest and settlement. The facsimile map shows the numerous 

Russian settlements then bordering on the Pacific. Original 

announcement laid in. [Allen: 17]. 

 

177. [HANSEN, Gladys C.]. The Chinese in California. A 

Bibliography. Thin quarto. 9 pages, printed on rectos only Red 

wrappers printed in black, stapled. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: Prepared by the Department of Rare Books and 

Special Collections, San Francisco Public Library, no date 

(c.1966).  $125. 
 First edition. The Libraryôs first attempt at a bibliography 

on the subject. Lists 126 books (apparently held by the Library) with 

their call numbers. This title was compiled by Gladys C. Hansen who 

was then head of the rare book room at the library. It was only a few 

years later that Gladys Hansen published her full-blown, annotated, 

bibliography on the same subject (see below). This first attempt is 

only partially useful, but is very scarce! 

 

SOLD HANSEN, Gladys C. The Chinese in California. A 

Brief Bibliographical History. Annotated by William F. 

Heintz. 140pp. 2 illustrations. Orange cloth lettered in gold 

and black. A very fine, uncut copy. (Portland): Richard Abel 

& Company, 1970.  $150. 
 First edition. Designed and printed by Lawton & Alfred 

Kennedy. One of 1,000 copies. The primary reference on the subject. 

Provides annotated collations of hundreds of titles. Includes an index 

to the annotations. 

 

SOLD HANSON, Harvey J. and Jeanne Thurlow Miller . 

Wild Oats in Eden: Sonoma County in the 19th Century. 

Sonoma Indians by David Wayne Peri. Foreword by Gaye 

Lebaron. Quarto. 147pp. Historical photographs, portraits & 

prints; photographs by Ansel Adams, John Lebaron & Beth 

Winter; endpaper maps. Bibliography, index. Pictorial tan 

cloth stamped in dark brown. Two spots to rear cover, else a 

fine copy. Santa Rosa: By the authors, 1962. $50. 
 First edition. Designed by Lawton Kennedy. One of the 

best of the modern pictorial histories. Covers the aborigines, Fort 

Ross, the Spanish & Mexican periods, early American settlers and 

growth, transportation, law and order, etc. This work is extremely 

well illustrated with reproductions of early photographs and prints; 

some of the modern images are by Ansel Adams. 

 

180. HARLAN , Robert D. The Two Hundredth Book. A 

Bibliography of the Books Published by the Book Club of 

California, 1958-1993. Folio. x [2] 62 pp. Reproductions in 

color, one insert; index. Printed in red and black. Tan, black 

and yellow-green decorated boards, linen back, paper spine 

label lettered in black. A very fine copy. San Francisco: The 

Book Club of California, 1993.  $250. 
 First edition. Limited to 500 copies printed by the 

Mastercraft Press. A descriptive bibliography of the Book Club of 

Californiaôs titles numbered 101 through 200. The Clubôs 

bibliographical magnum opus and the sequel to The Hundredth Book, 

compiled by David Magee and issued in 1958. The appearance of this 

volume emulates the attractive Grabhorn Press design of the Magee 

bibliography. The illustrations include 6 facsimiles and one insert. 

 

181. HART , James D. [Editor]. My First Publication. 

Eleven California Authors Describe Their Earliest 

Appearances in Print. Introduction by James D. Hart. 116pp. 

Drawings by David Stone Martin. Printed on various colored 

papers. Numerous tipped-in facsimiles. Linen-backed 

decorated green boards, paper spine label. Bookplate on inner 

cover, spine label slightly faded, else a very fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1961. $125. 
 First edition. Limited to 475 copies printed by Adrian 

Wilson. The authors include Richard Henry Dana, Jack London, 

Mark Twain, Robinson Jeffers, Mary Austin, William Saroyan, et al. 

 

 

The only illustrated edition sanctioned by Harte 
 

182. HARTE , Bret. The Heathen Chinee. 12mo. [2], 

21pp. 8 full-page wood-engraved plates, title-page vignette 

from drawings by S. Eytinge, Jr. Original pictorial peach 

wrappers. Just a bit of light cover soiling but a fine copy. 

Boston: James S. Osgood and Company, 1871. $175. 
 One of the many 1871 printings of this classic poem by the 

popular short story writer Bret Harte, caricaturing a Chinese 

immigrant named Ah Sin who outfoxes his two American opponents 

in a game of euchre. A very nice copy of this issue in wrappers and, 

as the ñPublishersô Noteò indicates, ñMr. Eytingeôs illustrations to 

óThe Heathen Chineeô have been submitted to the author, and have 

received his approval. The present is the only illustrated edition of the 

poem published with the authorôs sanction.ò 

 

SOLD HARTE , Bret. San Francisco in 1866... Being 

Letters to the Springfield Republican. Edited by George R. 

Stewart and Edwin S. Fussell. x, 88pp. Title and chapter 

headings printed in blue. Folding facsimile. Linen-backed blue 

marbled boards, paper spine label. A fine and bright copy with 

the original shipping carton. San Francisco: The Book Club of 

California, 1951. $150. 
 First book edition. One of 400 copies beautifully printed by 

the Grabhorn Press. Eleven long letters dealing with San Francisco 

just after the Civil War, among the earliest of Harteôs writings. 

Although the authorship of these letters was not evident, many were 

signed ñF.B.H.ò and it has since been confirmed that these letters 

were, in fact, written by Harte. What is not known is why, although 

the writer seems to have been warming to his work rather than 

cooling, the letters abruptly ended. [BAL 7415; BCC 78; Grabhorn: 

513]. 

 

184. HASKELL , Daniel C. The United States Exploring 

Expedition, 1838-1842 and its Publications, 1844-1874. A 

Bibliography. With an Introductory Note by Harry Miller 

Lydenberg. xii, 188pp. Frontis portrait, 2 plates, facsimile, 

portrait. Gilt-lettered navy blue cloth. A very fine copy. New 

York: The New York Public Library, 1942.  $325. 
 First book edition. Reprinted with additions and corrections 

from the Bulletin of the New York Public Library, 1940 and 1941. 

Very scarce. Although not stated, this is apparently one of only six 

advance copies bound in blue cloth by the New York Public Library. 
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The regular edition consisted of 400 copies. Covers works relating to 

the Wilkes expedition and its results, general works, works relating to 

the controversy regarding Wilkesô discovery of the Antarctic 

continent, scientific studies, manuscripts, legislation relating to the 

expedition, etc. 

 

 

A superior copy of a this desirable title 
Lists 35,000 California pioneers 

 

185. HASKINS , C.W. The Argonauts of California, being 

the Reminiscences of Scenes and Incidents that Occurred in 

California in Early Mining Days... [2], 501pp. Frontis, text 

illustrations. Original gold pictorial cloth stamped in black and 

gold on front cover, stamped in gilt on spine. Light bumping 

to spine ends; less so to upper corners, but a very fine copy. 

New York: Fords, Howard & Hulbert, 1890.  $1,250. 
 First edition. An interesting, valuable, and very scarce 

volume of Gold Rush Memoirs, one of the better copies we have 

seen. A particularly valuable feature of this book is the more than 140 

pages at the end that is devoted to a list of 35,000 California pioneers 

who arrived prior to 1850. Haskins lists, alphabetically, those that 

came to California by overland, pioneers who came by sea, pioneers 

still living in California, etc. The author states that this book was 

written entirely from memory while he was confined to a lonely 

cabin in the winter of 1887-88 although this is probably not the case 

given the immense amount of information he contributes. He also has 

provided a good many pages with interesting or amusing anecdotes 

from the time of the Gold Rush. [Cowan: p. 269; Graff: 1812; Howes 

I: H-283; Howes II: H-281; Kurutz: 319; Rocq: 16913; Wheat: 93]. 

 

186. HASTINGS, Lansford W. The Emigrantsô Guide to 

Oregon and California. xxix, 157pp. Portrait, facsimile title 

page. Notes, bibliography, index. Maroon cloth, gilt. The 

slightest of rubbing to spine ends and corners. A fine copy. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1932. $300. 
 Facsimile of the superlatively rare original 1845 edition, 

with an excellent introduction, notes and bibliography by Charles 

Henry Carey. Quite scarce. Hastingsô guide, because of the disaster 

suffered by the Donner-Reed party in 1846, is the most controversial 

and fought-over guidebook associated with California and the 

American West. Historians of the Donner tragedy have routinely 

condemned Hastings for suggesting the harsh desert route that 

delayed the ill-fated emigrants. Hubert Howe Bancroft pronounced 

the guidebook as ñworthlessò and Bernard DeVoto opined that 

Hastings was a ñsmart young man who wrote a book without 

knowing what he was talking about.ò This celebrated overland is 

historically the first California guide book. Although unreliable, 

Hastingsô book was avidly read and the suggestions closely followed 

by many an overland party bound for California and Oregon in the 

forties. [Zamorano Eighty: 41]. 

 

187. HAZELTON , John Adams. The Hazelton Letters. A 

Contribution to Western Americana. Edited and annotated by 

Mary Geneva Bloom. Small quarto. [8], 18pp. Printed 

letterpress in black, blue and red. Portrait tipped-on opposite 

title. Light blue boards, gray cloth spine, printed in dark blue 

on front cover. A very fine copy with slightly chipped plain 

maroon dust jacket. Stockton, California: The College of the 

Pacific, 1958. $225. 
 First book edition. Very scarce. Although not indicated 

limited to 200 copies. Printed by Lawton Kennedy. This work 

consists of six letters of a New Hampshire man who came to 

California in 1849 on the brig Randolph. The letters, to his family in 

East Chester are dated from April 1, 1849 to December 25, 1850. 

Annotations follow each letter. Also included is an introduction, a 

description of the home in Chester, a genealogy, and the tipped-on 

photograph of the author. ñYoung Hazelton went to California via 

Cape Horné He left from Boston on February 6, 1849, with thirty-

six passengers. He first mined at Hawkinsô Bar on the Tuolumne 

River. Mostly written from San Francisco, the letters are highly 

descriptive. They also cover the city of Stockton and the mines in 

1850. In a letter to his sister, Hazelton writes: óSan Francisco is made 

up from citisens [sic] from all parts of the world we have some very 

handsome Spanish Ladies and some handsome Indian squaws I donôt 

know but I shall fetch one home with me when I go home. Ask 

Mother what she thinks aboute [sic] itô.ò (Kurutz). First published in 

The Pacific Historian. [Kurutz: 323]. 

 

188. HELD , Ray E. Public Libraries in California, 1849-

1878. Pp. vii, [3], 193. Bibliographic notes, appendices, 

extensive notes, index of places. Original gray wrappers 

lettered in black. Spine sunned, else a very fine copy. Berkeley 

and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1963. $90. 
 First edition. Scarce thus. Volume 4 of the University of 

California Publications in Librarianship. Covers social libraries; 

special types of public libraries; the Public Library movement of 

1877-78; organization and operation of the social library; etc. The 

appendices include the 1863 Act in reference to library associations; 

an Act to establish free public libraries; rules of the Monterey Library 

Association; and rules and regulations of the San Jose Library 

Association. 

 

SOLD HOLMAN , William R. Library Publications. 

Foreword by Lawrence Clark Powell. Folio. [2], viii, [1], 

67pp. Title printed in red and black, numerous library 

brochures, flyers, and broadsides mounted within text; 

numerous others in rear pocket. Black linen-backed decorated 

boards, printed paper spine label. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: Roger Beacham, (1965). $300. 
 First edition. One of 350 copies designed by Barbara 

Holman and printed by Graham Mackintosh on Curtis Rag paper. A 

discussion on the approach, design, typography, paper and printing 

process of library publications. The text is interspersed with mounted 

examples of library brochures, broadsides, etc., primarily from 

California libraries. Another eighteen examples are laid into a rear 

pocket. 

 

190. HOLMES , Kenneth L. [Editor]. Covered Wagon 

Women: Diaries and Letters from the Western Trails, 1840-

1890. Eleven volumes. Each volume approx. 300pp. Some 

illustrations, folding map. Index, notes and bibliographies. The 

final volume contains and index to the series. Original teal 

cloth, gilt. Small ownerôs rubber stamp to fixed ends of each 

volume, else a very fine set. Spokane, Washington: The 

Arthur H. Clark Co., 1983-1993. $800. 
 First editions, first printings. Each volume is limited to 

between 1561 and 2020 copies. These diaries and letters are filled 

with touching drama, great love and unendurable hardships. Each has 

been selected for this series for its unique qualities and contribution 

to our knowledge of the pioneer experience. They are introduced by 

the Editor, who has added annotations and supplemental data. The 

diaries are reprinted verbatim, with no changes in spelling, 

punctuation, etc. Some footnoting to clarify the text is included. 

[Clark and Brunet I: 124; Clark and Brunet II: 144]. 
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One of the best works on the subject 
 

191. HOLMES , Roberta Evelyn. The Southern Mines of 

California. Early Development of the Sonora Mining Region. 

Thin quarto. [x], 60pp. Folding frontis map, 2 folding 

facsimile lithographs, facsimile map, 3 full pages with 

reproductions of early photographs; notes and bibliography. 

Three quarter black cloth, red marbled boards, gilt-lettered red 

spine label. Bookplate on front free endpaper, tiny scar to foot 

of spine area (almost unnoticeable), else a very fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Grabhorn Press, 1930. $400. 
 First edition. One of 250 copies. Very scarce and sought-

after. One of the best works on the subject. Covers early mining in 

the area; first trails, pack trains, express lines to the Southern mines; 

foreigners in the mines (prejudice, foreign minerôs tax, Mexicans, 

abuse and continued agitation against the Chinese, etc.); government 

in the mines (military control, gentlemanôs code, minerôs meetings, 

courts, lynch law, Vigilance Committee,); Mining methods (placer 

mining, the Rocker, mining ditches, the Long Tom, quartz, pocket 

and hydraulic mining); Columbia; social life in the mines (Sundays, 

amusements, influence of women, etc.). [Grabhorn: 140]. 

 

192. HUSSEY, John A. [Editor]. The Voyage of the 

Racoon: A Secret Journal of a Visit to Oregon, California, 

and Hawaii, 1813-1814. Edited with Introduction and Notes 

by John A. Hussey. Quarto. 36pp. plus 27 page introduction. 

Illustrations, facsimile pages, sketches by the author, and 

drawings by Henry Rusk. Half black morocco, marbled 

boards, gilt-lettered spine. A very fine and bright copy with 

the publisherôs plain glassine jacket. San Francisco: Book 

Club of California, 1958. $175. 
 Limited to 400 copies printed by Taylor & Taylor. Written 

by an unknown officer aboard the sloop-of-war HMS Racoon, sent by 

Great Britain to take possession of the trading post of Astoria during 

the War of 1812. It provides a rare glimpse of California at a time 

when travelersô narratives are very scarce. Among the illustrations 

are the authorôs sketches of Monterey and the Presidio of San 

Francisco. Errata slip tipped-in at back. 

 

193. HUTCHINGS , James Mason. Seeking the Elephant, 

1849: James Mason Hutchingsô Journal of His Overland Trek 

to California. Including His Voyage to America, 1848 and 

Letters from the Mother Lode. Edited and Introduced by 

Shirley Sargent. 212pp. Illustrations. Red cloth, gilt. Two 

corners slightly rubbed, light foxing to endpapers, ownerôs 

small stamp to endpapers. A very good copy. Glendale: The 

Arthur H. Clark Co., 1980.  $75. 
 First edition. One of 779 copies designed by Grant 

Dahlstrom and printed at the Castle Press. Published for the first 

time, Hutchingsô journal tells of the trials and pleasures of his journey 

to the California gold fields. Hutchings later became a Yosemite 

pioneer and its earliest innkeeper, author, and publisher. ñThis is a 

most literate diary, and was very well edited by Ms. Sargentò (Clark). 

[Clark and Brunet I: 134; Clark and Brunet II: 154]. 

 

194. [HUTCHINGS , James Mason]. Kruska , Dennis. 

James Mason Hutchings of Yo Semite. A Biography and 

Bibliography. Quarto. 344pp. 208 illustrations, some in color. 

Notes, bibliography, index. Three-piece binding by Mariana 

Blau. A very fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of 

California, 2009. $400. 

 First edition. One of 500 copies handsomely designed and 

printed in a 4-color lithographic process by The Castle Press. A 

beautiful production, one of the most lavish the Club has produced. A 

detailed, illustrated examination of Hutchingsô life, his ongoing 

methods of promoting Yosemite and his influence on nineteenth 

century California literature. The biography includes much new 

material on Hutchingsô hotel-keeping activities, his travels, and his 

legal fight to preserve his Yosemite land claims. The well-annotated 

bibliography lists all known publications by Hutchings and well as 

those he influenced. Most all the items in the bibliography are 

illustrated. 

 

195. IDE , Simeon. The Conquest of California. A 

Biography of William B. Ide. Foreword by Joseph A. Sullivan. 

188pp. Illustrated with plates and a large folding map. Cloth-

backed red boards, paper spine label. Very minor fading to top 

edge of boards, else a very fine copy. Oakland, California: 

Biobooks, 1944.  $90. 
 Limited to 500 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press. 

Signed by the publisher, Joseph A. Sullivan. Ide was the first to raise 

the Bear Flag over Sonoma. Reprinted from the rare first edition of 

1880. 

 

SOLD ISBELL , F. A. Mining & Hunting in the Far West, 

1852-1870. With an introduction by Nathan Van Patten. [12], 

36, [3] pp. Title vignette, portrait, text vignette. Cloth-backed 

pictorial printed boards, printed paper spine label. Ownerôs 

name at top edge of endpaper. A very fine copy. Burlingame: 

William P. Wreden, 1948. $175. 
 One of 200 copies printed at the Greenwood Press. A 

scarce reprint of the rare 1871 first edition. Describes the authorôs 

experiences in California and Idaho. The author sailed for California 

from Connecticut in March of 1852, on board the full-rigged clipper 

ship The Grecian. He arrived at San Francisco in August and 

immediately headed for Stockton and the Southern Mines. Soon 

thereafter, he gave up mining and turned to hunting for the market. 

Isbell left for home in 1856 and returned later that year to work the 

mines. In 1862, he went off to prospect for gold in Idaho. In this 

reprint, editor Van Patten speculates that this the rare original edition 

might have been privately printed. [Howes: I-87; Kurutz:355-b]. 

 

197. JAMES, George Wharton. The Wonders of the 

Colorado Desert (Southern California): its Rivers and its 

Mountains, its Canyons and its Springs, its Life and its 

History, Pictured & Described. Including an Account of a 

Recent Journey made down the Overflow of the Colorado 

River to the Mysterious Salton Sea. 2 volumes. xliv, 270 + xiv, 

271-547pp. plus 2 pages of ads. Color frontis and 32 halftone 

plates, 9 maps (1 large folding), and 337 text illustrations, 

diagrams, and plans. Index. Gray linen-backed blue cloth 

boards, gilt vignettes on front covers, top edges gilt. Two 

lower corners jammed, ownerôs name on inner covers, but a 

fine set. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1906.  $325. 
 First edition. This desert classic, vividly illustrated by the 

accomplished desert artist Carl Eytel, is ñthe best comprehensive 

treatmentò (Edwards). ñThis itemé remains ï after all these years ï 

the classic and definitive account of the Colorado Desert. Here is a 

closely-integrated presentation of the desertôs history, its inhabitants, 

its plant and animal life, its physical characteristics, its every 

imaginable facet of interest. In the quality of its realistic approach to 

the subjects covered, in the appeal of its versatility, and in the 

extensiveness of its scope, Jamesô superlative effort stands 

majestically alone. No other item on the Colorado deserté can even 
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remotely approach it (Edwards). [Edwards: p.130; Farquhar: 85; 

Howes I: J-44; Howes II: J-43; Rocq: 2198]. 

 

198. JEFFERS, Robinson. Themes in my Poems. Preface 

by B. H. Lehman. Thin quarto. Pp. ix, [1], 46, [3]. Woodcut 

illustrations on title and colophon, 4 woodcut text illustrations 

by Mallette Dean. Decorated boards, cloth back, printed paper 

spine label. A very fine and bright copy. San Francisco: The 

Book Club of California, 1956.  $275. 
 First edition. One of 350 copies printed by Mallette Dean. 

The only published prose work by Jeffers, it includes a lecture, with 

pertinent passages from his poetry, delivered at the Library of 

Congress, Harvard and elsewhere in 1941. Jeffers himself was 

delighted with the look of this book, which was in the Exhibition of 

Western Books (Rounce & Coffin Club). 

 

199. JOHNSON, Theodore T. California and Oregon; or, 

Sights in the Gold Region, and Scenes By the Wayé with an 

Appendix , containing full Instructions to Emigrants by the 

Overland Route to Oregon, by Samuel R. Thurston. xii, 348pp. 

Frontis plate. Original blind-stamped decorated cloth, gilt. 

Two corners and foot of spine with light wear, light foxing to 

six preliminary leaves. Overall, a fine, tight and (except as 

noted) quite clean internally. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & 

Co., 1857. $375. 
 Fourth edition. This edition was issued without the map. 

This important work was originally issued in 1849 under the title, 

ñSights in the Gold Regionéò. Beginning with the 1851 third 

edition, the title changed to, ñCalifornia and Oregon; or, Sights in the 

Gold Regionò. Beginning with that edition, much Oregon material 

was appended adding nearly 100 more pages, including the important 

Appendix by Samuel R. Thurston. ñJohnsonôs book provided one of 

the earliest, liveliest, and most detailed accounts of the Gold Rushé 

Johnson began his journey on February 5, 1849, on board the steamer 

Crescent City, and sailed for Panama. Much of the text is devoted to 

the crossing, delays, and life on the Isthmus. Boarding the Oregon, 

Johnson and 280 fellow-passengers headed north, entered San 

Francisco Bay on April 1, and, by April 12, arrived at Sutterôs Mill. 

Johnson then spent the next several days in the Mother Lode, making 

observations of camps and towns, prominent individuals like Captain 

Sutter, Old Greenwood, and John Sinclair. He also wrote about the 

Indians and their mistreatment, Peruvians, social life, mining 

methods, and the natural wealth of Californiaéò (Kurutz). Johnson 

ultimately met with little success and left California on May 1 for 

Philadelphia. [Cowan: p.315; Decker 23:229; Graff: 2223; Howes I: 

J-154; Howes II: J-148; Kurutz: 363g; Mintz: 260; Rocq: 15884; 

Sabin: 36328; Streeter: Wagner-Camp: 167g:7; Wheat: 112]. 

 

SOLD JONES, Idwal. Ark of Empire, San Franciscoôs 

Montgomery Block. 253pp. Text illustrations by A. J. Camille; 

index. Two-tone cloth lettered in tan and dark green. 

Offsetting to half title, else a fine copy. Garden City, New 

York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1951. $90. 
 First edition. Signed by the author; presentation, signed by 

the illustrator to author, E. Geoffrey Bangs. The illustrator, J. 

Camille, has also provided a unique full-page watercolor of a 

nineteenth-century San Francisco couple. History of California and 

San Francisco as seen through the history of San Franciscoôs famous 

building called the Montgomery Block which became the fashionable 

locus of the great and small of San Francisco. The Montgomery 

Block saw the shooting of James King of William and the famous 

transactions of the land-title cases. Names associated with the block 

and mentioned in the text include Ulysses S. Grant, Mark Twain, Bret 

Harte, Robert Louis Stevenson, Ambrose Bierce, Jack London, et.al. 

 

201 KELLEY , Robert L. Gold vs. Grain. The Hydraulic 

Mining Controversy in Californiaôs Sacramento Valley. A 

Chapter in the Decline of the Concept of Laissez Faire. 324pp. 

Illustrations, facsimiles, map, bibliography, index. Brown 

cloth, gilt. A very fine and bright copy. Glendale: The Arthur 

H. Clark Co., 1959.  $150. 
 First edition. One of 1265 copies. The history of the long 

and bitter opposition of the Sacramento Valley residents and farmers 

to the damage caused by flood-carried hydraulic mining debris, from 

the beginning to the final control of the problem in the 1890ôs. [Clark 

& Brunet I: 137; Clark & Brunet II: 158]. 

 

202. KEMBLE , Edward C. A History of California 

Newspapers, 1846-1858. Edited and with a Foreword by 

Helen Harding Bretnor. 398pp. Brick cloth, paper spine label. 

A very fine copy with printed dust jacket. Los Gatos: The 

Talisman Press, 1962.  $125. 
 First book edition with the added indices on newspapers 

and newspapermen . One of 750 copies. Reprinted from the 

Supplement to the Sacramento Union of December 25, 1858. An 

excellent history and necessary reference. ñEdward C. Kemble, a 

pioneer of 1846, was a contemporary of the events chronicled in his 

history, and for this reason, it has been called one of the most 

important books covering the early periodò. [Kurutz: 372-b]. 

 

203. KING , Joseph L. History of the San Francisco Stock 

and Exchange Board. 373pp. Facsimile, portraits, illustrations. 

Original gray cloth stamped in dark gray and gilt. Very light 

rubbing to spine ends and corners, some soiling to rear cover, 

ownerôs embossed circular stamp to spine. A near fine copy. 

San Francisco: Jos. L. King, 1910.  $175. 
 First edition. The basic history on the subject. King was 

Chairman of the Board of the Stock Exchange. The front cover 

includes a pastedown facsimile of an early stock certificate. 

 

204. KIPLING , Rudyard. Rudyard Kiplingôs Letters from 

San Francisco. Containing anecdotes about the Bohemian 

Club; the Palace Hotel, where he stayed; Chinatown, where 

he witnessed a real murder, etc., etc. 76pp. Illustrated with 

line drawings by Otis Oldfield. Printed in handset type in blue 

and black. Cloth-backed pictorial boards, paper spine label. A 

very fine copy. San Francisco: The Colt Press, 1949.  $150. 
 One of 500 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press. Scarce. A 

wonderful expose of the city at the time, less stuffy than the usual 

Kipling. The author visited San Francisco in 1889 when he was 24 

years old. His visit to an underground gambling den in Chinatown 

where he witnesses a murder is particularly griping. These anecdotes 

were written for his Indian newspaper. Kiplingôs first impressions of 

San Francisco were not favorable. ñSan Francisco is a mad city, 

inhabited by perfectly insane people whose women are of a 

remarkable beauty.ò [Grabhorn: 483]. 

 

205. KOENIG , George. Beyond this Place there be 

Dragons. 263pp. Illustrated from photographs, drawings, 3 

folding maps. Red cloth, gilt. A fine copy in spine-darkened 

printed and decorated dust jacket. Glendale: The Arthur H. 

Clark Co., 1984.  $75. 
  First edition. One of 968 copies. The author spent years 

tracing the routes of the trek of the Death Valley ó49ers through 
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Nevada, Death Valley and on to Southern California. Koenig gives 

special attention to the routes of the travelers in southern Nevada. 

[Clark and Brunet I: 143; Clark and Brunet II: 164]. 

 

206. KÜNZEL , Heinrich. Upper California. Translated 

from the German by Anthony & Max Knight. Introduction by 

Carroll D. Hall. Portrait, plate, facsimiles, endpaper map; 

woodcut decorations by Mallette Dean. Original cloth, paper 

spine label; pictorial label on front cover. A very fine copy. 

San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1967. $90. 
 Limited to 450 copies produced by Mallette Dean and 

James Beard. Reprinted from the first German pamphlet printed to 

promote emigration to California (1848). Because of its early date, it 

was an important source of information for the German gold seeker. 

The map shows the Sutter holdings on the Sacramento and Feather 

rivers, while the plate diagrams Sutterôs fort at New Helvetia as it 

existed in 1847. [Kurutz: 385-b]. 

 

207. KURUTZ , Gary F. The California Gold Rush. A 

Descriptive Bibliography of Books and Pamphlets Covering 

the Years 1848-1853. Introduction by J.S. Holliday. xxvii, 

771pp. Color plate, plus 24 unnumbered pages of illustrations; 

bibliography and index. Gilt-lettered and decorated blue cloth. 

A fine copy. San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 

1997.  $300. 
 First edition. One of 1,000 copies produced by W. Thomas 

Taylor of Barksdale, Texas. Presentation inscription, signed by the 

author. A fully annotated bibliography, this is a monumental work of 

reference. Eight years in the making, it contains descriptions of 1,126 

issues and editions of 707 individual works, all in great detail and 

with summaries and publishing histories. Includes published diaries, 

journals, reminiscences, collections of letters, guidebooks, sermons, 

mining company reports, contemporary novels, etc. Absolutely 

essential to any Gold Rush collection. 

 

208. LAMBERT , Charlotte P. Printing in California, 

1846-1856. [6], 33, [2]pp. Tipped-on frontispiece 

photographic portrait. Notes, bibliography. Rust cloth-backed 

pictorial boards, gilt-lettered spine. A very fine and bright 

copy. (San Francisco): Privately printed for the family of the 

author by Lawton Kennedy, no date (c.1959). $175. 
 First book edition. One of only 100 copies printed by 

Lawton Kennedy for the family of Charlotte P. Lambert. 

Presentation inscription, signed by the authorôs mother, Rebecca T. 

Lambert: ñMy dear Mrs. MacDonald. In appreciation of your 

kindness to Charlotte and the added interest your thought for her 

added to her short lifeéò This work is a memorial printing of the 

authorôs graduating thesis from Columbia University. Covers the first 

press in California (Zamorano), the Californian, the California Star 

and the effect of the Gold Rush, the Alta California and its 

background and reform, the Vigilante Committees, etc. 

 

209. LARKIN , Thomas O. The Larkin Papers: Personal, 

Business and Official Correspondence of Thomas Oliver 

Larkin, Merchant and United States Consul in California. 

Edited by George P. Hammond. 10 vols. plus index volume. 

Facsimiles and plates from early photographs, etc. Green 

cloth, gilt-lettered spines Top edges of text blocks a bit dusty, 

but a fine set with printed dust jackets. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1951-1964, and 1968. $750. 
 First edition. One of 1000 sets. A valuable reference 

comprising the complete correspondence of Thomas Oliver Larkin, 

one of the most influential residents of California from 1822 to 1858. 

Larkin was one of the most influential of all early Californians. He 

worked or served at various times as a merchant, naval agent, 

Monterey storekeeper, U. S. Consul, and as a delegate to the state 

constitutional convention. The rich and varied correspondence 

resulting from these diverse ventures totals more than 4,000 pieces 

and comprises one of the most important archives of early California.  

In his capacity as the first (and last) U. S. Consul from 1844 to 1848, 

Larkin worked under secret orders from Secretary of State James 

Buchanan to promote the peaceful annexation of California by every 

means at his disposal. George Hammond's concise introductions to 

each volume provide a useful survey of the key events and issues that 

defined the period as California evolved from a pastoral colonial 

outpost to one of the most dynamic regions in the world. Includes the 

index volume which is often lacking. This set was published in ten 

volumes between 1951 and 1964 and today the set is scarce to find 

complete. Even scarcer is the comprehensive index to the entire 

series, published four years after the last volume of the Papers was 

issued. Because the entire set consists of so many names, personal, 

geographical, even ordinary nouns, often spelled in different 

combinations of letters by Spanish, Mexican, or Anglo pioneers, this 

index is, as George P. Hammond states, ña key to unlock its (the 

setôs) buried treasures.ò [Rocq: 5702]. 

 

210. [LARKIN , Thomas Oliver]. Underhill , Reuben L. 

From Cowhides to Golden Fleece. A Narrative of California, 

1832-1858, Based Upon the Unpublished Correspondence of 

Thomas Oliver Larkin of Monterey. 289pp. Frontis portrait, 

numerous plates. Brown cloth, gilt. A fine copy. Stanford: 

University Press, (1946). $60. 
 Second and best edition, with much added material not 

included in the 1939 first edition. Based upon the unpublished 

correspondence of Thomas O. Larkin, U.S. Consul at Monterey, 

1832-1850. Review copy with the publisherôs review slip laid in. 

 

211. [LASSEN COUNTY]. Fairfield , Asa Merrill. 

Fairfieldôs Pioneer History of Lassen County, California; 

Containing Everything that can be Learned About It from the 

Beginning ... to 1870. xxii, 506pp. Four plates, folding map. 

Original pictorial cloth, top edges gilt. Spine slightly faded, 

else a very fine and bright copy. San Francisco: H. S. Crocker 

for the author, (1916). $175. 
 First edition. The first history of this county, very 

comprehensive. Difficult to secure in this condition. [Adams, Herd: 

782; Adams, Six-Guns: 691; Cowan: p.201; Graff: 1281; Howes: F-

11; Paher: 571; Rocq: 2612]. 

 

212. Le CONTE, Joseph. A Journal of Ramblings 

Through the High Sierra of California by the University 

Excursion Party. Foreword by Francis P. Farquhar. 152pp. 

Frontis portrait, facsimile of original title-page, 3 photographic 

plates. Original stiff wrappers, paper spine label. A very fine 

copy. San Francisco: The Sierra Club, 1930. $175. 
 Third edition. Very scarce. Limited to 1,500 copies printed 

by Taylor & Taylor. Reprinted from the excessively rare first edition 

of 1875. In 1900 the Journal was reprinted in the Sierra Club Bulletin 

and a small number of copies were issued in separate form. The 

second edition is nearly as scarce as the first although certainly not as 

rare. This third edition is also very hard to find (especially in this 

condition) and is appended with bibliographical notes on the earlier 

editions. It contains a frontis portrait of Le Conte, a facsimile of the 

original title page, and reproduces three photographs from the 

original edition. 
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SOLD Le CONTE, Joseph N. A Yosemite Camping Trip, 

1889. 67pp. 13 photographic reproductions. Dark gray-green 

wrappers printed in black on a light green background. A very 

fine copy. Berkeley: University of California, 1990. $90. 
 First edition. Scarce. Designed and printed at the Arion 

Press. Joseph Nisbet Le Conteôs account of his trip to the Sierra and 

Yosemite Valley with his father and 3 friends in 1889. The journal is 

enhanced with a number of photographs taken by one of the early 

Kodak cameras. 

 

214. LECOUVREUR , Frank. From East Prussia to the 

Golden Gate. Translated and compiled by Julius C. Behnke. 

xiii, [14] -355pp. Frontis portrait, plates and maps. Portrait of 

translator tipped to inner cover. Publisherôs light green cloth, 

gilt. A fine copy. New York and Los Angeles: Angelina Book 

Concern, 1906. $300. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed by ñThe 

Translator,ò and dated the year of publication. The tipped-in portrait 

off the translator is signed by him. The letters and diary of this 

California pioneer, edited by Mrs. Josephine Rosana Lecouvreur. 

Much on mining on the Yuba and other experiences of this German 

gold-seeker. [Wheat, Books of the California Gold Rush: 123]. 

 

 

A very scarce work on Yosemite and the fur trade 
 

215. LEONARD , Zenas. Leonardôs Narrative: 

Adventures of Zenas Leonard, Fur Trader and Trapper, 1831-

1836. Edited by W.F. Wagner. 317pp. Illustrations, portraits, 

maps (1 folding).Original dark blue cloth, gilt-lettered spine. 

Minor wrinkle, or crease, to lower corner of first four leaves, 

but a fine and bright copy. Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers 

Company, 1904.  $750. 
 Second edition, reprinted from the rare original edition of 

1839. One of 520 copies. Extremely scarce, especially in the original 

cloth and in this condition! (the nicest copy we have handled). Zenas 

Leonard was a fur trapper who accompanied Walker on the first 

Caucasian transit of the Sierra Nevada into California. ñLeonardôs 

narrative is the principal source of information about the expedition 

of Joseph Reddeford Walker, in 1833, from Great Salt Lake to 

California. Walkerôs party was the first to use the Humboldt River 

route to California and the first known party of white men to cross 

the Sierra Nevada from east to westò (Farquhar). Those of Walkerôs 

party were also the first white men to look upon Yosemite Valley. 

The first edition of this work, published in 1839, is one of the rarest 

of Californiana. The Volkman copy brought $46,000.00 at auction. 

Thus, the edition offered here is the most approachable early edition; 

it is rarely offered, especially in the original cloth. [Cowan: p. 389; 

Farquhar: 1b; Graff: 2461 (1st ed.); Howes I: L-264; Howes II: L-

263; Rader: 2217 (note); Wagner-Camp: 75 (note); Zamorano Eighty: 

50]. 

 

216. LEVINE , Bernard R. Knifemakers of Old San 

Francisco. Quarto. 160 pp. Illustrated throughout with 

drawings and photographs; bibliography & index. Gray cloth. 

One corner jammed, else a fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. 

(San Francisco): Badger Books, (1978). $90. 
 First edition. A profusely illustrated history of knifemaking 

in San Francisco. Includes histories of McConnell and Kesmodel, 

Will & Finck, Michael Price and other knifemakers, from the craftôs 

beginnings in the area into the twentieth century. Scarce. 

 

217. LEVINSON , Robert E. The Jews in the California 

Gold Rush. xvii, 232pp. 40 illustrations from maps, 

photographs and facsimiles; notes, bibliography and index. 

Orange cloth. A fine copy in dust jacket. New York: Ktav 

Publishing House, Inc., 1978. $75. 
 First edition. History of Jewish settlers, miners and 

merchants in the California gold regions, from 1849 to 1880. 

 

SOLD LEWIS , Oscar. Bay Window Bohemia. An Account 

of the Brilliant Artistic World of Gaslit San Francisco. 248pp. 

24 historic photographs. Index. Brick cloth lettered in yellow. 

A very fine copy with pictorial dust jacket. New York: 

Doubleday & Company, 1956. $50. 
 First edition. Presentation inscription, signed by the author 

to fellow author, E. Geoffrey Bangs. Excellent for an account of the 

young artists living in San Francisco during the two decades prior to 

the 1906 earthquake and fire. ñThis is a book about San Francisco in 

the sparkling years between 1890 and the Great Fire in 1906 when 

the city served as an intoxicating environment in which gifted men 

and women worked out apprenticeships to distinguished careers. San 

Francisco was home to (among others) Isadora Duncan, David 

Warfield, David Belasco, Jack London, Ambrose Bierce, Frank 

Norris, Gertrude Atherton, Edwin Markham, Joaquin Miller, Robert 

Aitken, Gelett Burgess, Will Irwin, and George Sterlingò (jacket). 

 

SOLD LEWIS , Oscar. The Big Four. The Story of 

Huntington, Stanford, Hopkins, and Crocker, and of the 

Building of the Central Pacific. 418pp. plus foreword and 

index. Bibliography. Forty illustrations. Bookplate on inner 

cover, else a very fine copy. New York: Knopf, 1938.  $125. 
 First edition. Signed by the author. The most readable 

history of these four Sacramento shopkeepers who controlled the 

newly organized Central Pacific Railroad in 1861 and built it into 

what became the great Southern Pacific Railroad property. Scarce as 

a first edition. 

 

220. LEWIS , Oscar. The First 75 Years. The Story of The 

Book Club of California, 1912-1987. 54pp. Title within 

decorative color border, numerous illustrations (some in 

color), color photographs of the Club rooms. Cloth-backed 

boards decorated and lettered in gold. A very fine copy. San 

Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1987. $60. 
 First edition. One of 1200 copies designed and printed at 

the Arion Press under the direction of Andrew Hoyem. Includes a 

complete roster of officers of the club as well as a checklist of books 

published from 1914 through the fall of 1987, updated from The 

Hundredth Book. 

 

221. LEWIS , Oscar. The Wonderful City of Carrie Van 

Wie: Paintings of San Francisco at the Turn of the Century. 

Folio. Full-page color reproductions from watercolor 

drawings, the blocks engraved by Mary Grabhorn & printed 

over collotype plates. Linen-backed patterned green boards, 

paper spine label lettered in dark green. The very slightest of 

offsetting to free endpapers. A very fine copy. San Francisco: 

Book Club of California, (1963).  $150. 
 First edition. Limited to 525 copies printed by The 

Grabhorn Press. Carrie Van Wieôs turn of the century paintings of 

San Francisco scenes are here reproduced full size and provide a look 

at the cityôs attractions, many of which are no longer in existence. 

Oscar Lewis provides an historical perspective for each of the 
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paintings. This was the Book Clubôs 1963 Christmas offering which 

celebrated 40 years of collaboration between Oscar Lewis, the 

Grabhorn Press and the Club. 

 

SOLD LIENHARD , Heinrich. A Pioneer at Sutterôs Fort, 

1846-1850: The Adventures of Heinrich Lienhard. Translated, 

Edited and Annotated by Marguerite Eyer Wilbur. xix, 291pp. 

Frontis and 5 plates; bibliography, index. Half dark maroon 

leatherette, gilt, orange cloth sides. Light rubbing to spine 

ends and corners, tiny stain to upper corner of first three 

leaves, ownerôs small rubber stamp to front and rear fixed 

ends. A very good copy. Los Angeles: The Calafia Society, 

1941.   $190. 
 First edition in English, and most complete edition. The 

work was first published in German in 1898. ñLienhard reached New 

Helvetia in 1846 and was employed by John Sutter as a gardener and 

overseer. In his recollections, he tells about the discovery of gold, its 

effect on Sutter, and his work in the mines in the summer of 1848. 

One of Sutterôs most trusted employees, Lienhard was sent to 

Switzerland in June 1849, to bring back the Captainôs family. The 

Sutters and their escort arrived in San Francisco on January 1, 

1850é Marguerite Eyer Wilbur translated the original manuscript 

óthe Pepyôs diary of Sutterôs Fortô for the Calafia Society in 1941. 

Wilbur remarked that the 1898 edition disappointed Lienhard because 

so much had been omitted or rewritten., The new 1941 edition, 

therefore, incorporated much California material that had been 

previously omitted or alteredò (Kurutz). Lienhard was an eyewitness 

to the tremendous changes that took place in California between 1846 

and 1850. He provides an excellent account of his experiences during 

the early years of the Gold Rush. [Howes I: L-332; Howes II: L-332; 

Kurutz: 399c; Rocq: 6767; Wheatôs Books of the Gold Rush, 127n]. 

 

 

An extraordinary thorough portrait of 
19

th
 century San Francisco 

 

223. LLOYD , Benjamin E. Lights and Shades in San 

Francisco. 523pp. Extra-engraved pictorial title, 18 plates. 

Publisherôs maroon cloth decorated in gilt on spine and front 

cover. Spine faded, light wear to spine ends, minor rubbing to 

corners, else a very fine, tight and exceptionally clean copy 

with no foxing. San Francisco: A. L. Bancroft, 1876.  $900. 
 First edition. Very scarce in the original cloth and 

especially in this condition! One of the best copies weôve seen. A 

classic account. ñYet the best work descriptive of the familiar and 

unfamiliar features of old San Franciscoò (Cowan). An extraordinary 

thorough portrait of the city where ñlife... is intense, and has marked 

peculiarities.ò A wonderful book covering every aspect of early San 

Francisco, every chapter covering a different subject: Thomas Starr 

King, the Palace Hotel, mining stocks, restaurant life, the Cliff 

House, Ralston, the Barbary Coast, Emperor Norton, Bank of 

California, the Elite, the police and fire departments, theaters, street 

railroads, saloons, earthquakes, Woodwardôs gardens, suicide and 

insanity, Golden Gate Park, cemeteries, the Pacific Mail Steamship 

Company, Hotels, charities, quacks, clubs, blackmailing and 

confidence games, street preaching, Golden Gate Park, and on, and 

on; nearly 100 pages are devoted to Chinatown and the Chinese. ñThe 

descriptive passages on the Chinese in California contained in this 

booké are some of the best to be found in any reference work listed 

in this bibliography. They are detailed to a degree which gives them 

excellent historical value for the researcherò (Hansen). [Cowan: p. 

394; Hansen: p.84; Howes I: L-404; Howes II: L-405; Rocq: 10249]. 

 

224. LOOMIS , Leander V. A Journal of the Birmingham 

Emigrating Company: The Record of a Trip from 

Birmingham, Iowa, to Sacramento, California, in 1850 by 

Leander V. Loomis, together with five early itineraries 

covered in part by this Company, with supplementary data 

compiled from historical sources and notes and photographs 

taken along the line of travel. Edited by Edgar M. Ledyard. 

Introduction by J. Cecil Alter. [14], 198pp. Large folded map, 

numerous illustrations from photographs of the family, and of 

the overland route from illustrations drawn by Frederick 

Piercy, or from photographs by the editor. Index. Publisherôs 

light brown cloth lettered in black on spine and front cover. A 

very fine copy. Salt Lake City: Privately printed, 1928. $275. 
 First edition. Limited to 1000 copies. This was one 

company that made it all the way to California without breaking up 

which was a rather unusual occurrence. Mattes states that this can 

probably can be attributed to their efficiency, one day of rest each 

week, and a democratic system of electing a new set of officers every 

two weeks. He also states that Loomisô account is ñstraightforward 

reporting, the kind most valued by those interested in the nuances of 

trail geography.ò ñLoomis left Iowa with the Birmingham Emigrating 

Company on April 11, 1850, and followed the California Trail. He 

crossed the Sierra Nevada by way of Carson Pass and arrived at 

Ringgold, near Placerville, on August 13 and at Sacramento on the 

15thé Loomis concluded his journal with a lengthy description of 

óSacrimento Sitty.ô The Pioneer, along with his brothers, sold cattle 

to the mining camps and, in 1851, settled in Weaverville, Trinity 

Countyò (Kurutz). The dust jacket is very elusive. Includes a reprint 

(pp. 137-182) of Claytonôs Latter-Day Saintsô and Emigrantsô Guide 

of 1849. [Cowan: p.396; Howes I: L-464; Howes II: L-459; Kurutz: 

404; Mattes: 880; Mintz: 302; Wheat, Books of the Gold Rush: 128]. 

 

225. LOVELAND , Cyrus C. California Trail Herd: The 

1850 Missouri-to-California Journal of... Edited and 

Annotated by Richard H. Dillon. 137pp. Frontis photograph of 

the journal, one facsimile, wood engravings, endpaper map; 

index. Original red cloth, paper spine label. A very fine copy 

with pictorial dust jacket (darkening to jacket spine). Los 

Gatos: Talisman Press, 1961.  $125. 
 First edition. One of 750 copies. Signed by the editor, 

Richard Dillon. This work prints the original manuscript of 

Lovelandôs journal of the overland cattle drive with the Crow party. 

ñCyrus Loveland, formerly of Colonel Stevensonôs New York 

Volunteers, was hired by Walter Crow along with thirty-nine others 

to take 700 head of cattle to California. Lovelandôs journal began on 

February 22, 1850, at Ashley, Missourié Loveland followed the 

North Platte Route, and arrived at Fort Hall on July 31. The cattle 

drive proceeded south via the Humboldt and Truckee rivers and, by 

September 13, reached the foot of the Sierras or óSnowy Mountains.ô 

On September 21, after passing through Bear Valley, Loveland 

mentioned that some of them stopped to prospect for gold. By the 

24th, Loveland and his companions arrived at the confluence of the 

Feather and Sacramento rivers. The following day he ended the 

journalò (Kurutz). This work is important because of the scarcity of 

information on the northern cattle trail to California. Dillonôs 

introduction provides a narrative history of cattle drives to California. 

[Kurutz: 407]. 

 

226. LOW , Frederick F. Some Reflections of an Early 

California Governor Contained in a Short Dictated Memoir ... 

and Notes from an Interview Between Governor Low and 

Hubert Howe Bancroft in 1883. Edited, with Preface and 

Notes by Robert H. Becker. Quarto. Pp. xiii, [1], 78. Frontis 



 33 

portrait in color. Initials printed in red, yellow and black. 

Notes, index. Half tan linen over red patterned boards, leather 

spine label, gilt. Minor offsetting to front endpaper, else a very 

fine copy. [Sacramento]: Sacramento Book Collectors Club, 

1959.  $125. 
 First edition. Signed by the editor, Robert H. Becker. 

Limited to 350 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press. Publication 

number 7 of the Sacramento Book Collectors Club. The texts of a 

ñMemoirò (1877-1878) and an interview (1883) between Low and H. 

H. Bancroft, in which the ninth governor of California (1863 - 1867) 

reflected on his business and political life, with particular emphasis 

on the Gold Rush, the railroads, and the question of Chinese 

immigration. [Grabhorn: 605; Rocq: 6771]. 

 

SOLD LYMAN , Chester S. Around the Horn to the 

Sandwich Islands and California, 1945-1850. Being a 

Personal Record Kept by Chester S. Lyman, Sometime 

Professor of Astronomy and Physics in Yale University. Edited 

by Frederick J. Teggart. Introduction by D.L.P. xviii, 328pp. 

16 plates and two endpaper maps. Index. Navy blue cloth, gilt-

lettered and decorated spine. Ownerôs neat inscription to top 

edge of endpapers, else a very fine copy. New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1924. $150. 
 First edition. ñWhile the vast majority of this publication 

consists of Lymanôs Hawaiian diaries, the last portion covers 

California and the Gold Rush. Lyman was in San Jose at the time of 

Marshallôs discovery, working as a surveyor. Catching gold fever, he 

spent the months of July and August 1848 in the diggings around El 

Dorado County. His was one of the earliest eyewitness accounts. His 

entry for July 7th makes mention of a visit by Colonel Mason, 

Lieutenant Sherman, and Captain Folsom. Mason mentioned Lyman 

in his famous report. Lymanôs long letter to the American Journal of 

Science was one of the earliest to reach the East and helped stimulate 

the mass migration to the diggingsò (Kurutz). The endpaper maps 

show a chart of the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands, and Gold and 

Quicksilver District of California. [Cowan: p.400; Kurutz: 412; Rocq: 

15927; Wheat, Books of the California Gold Rush: 130]. 

 

228. LYMAN , George D. John Marsh, Pioneer. The Life 

Story of a Trail-Blazer on Six Frontiers. Pp. xii , [4], 394. Four 

facsimile folding letters tipped-in. 24 illustrations, map 

endpapers; bibliography and index. Original two-tone red 

cloth, black leather spine label. A very fine copy with 

publisherôs matching slipcase (slipcase spine faded). New 

York: Charles Scribnerôs Sons, 1930. $425. 
 First limited, signed edition. One of 150 numbered copies, 

signed by the author. Scarce. The four facsimile letters (by Marsh) 

were not included in the trade edition of this title. Marsh was a 

graduate of Harvard, first schoolmaster in Minnesota, author of a 

dictionary and grammar of the Sioux language, Indian agent, 

storekeeper, treked the Santa Fé Trail to California, practiced as the 

first doctor in California (Los Angeles, 1836), cattle baron, etc. As a 

physician, Marshôs fees (mainly in cattle hides) allowed him to buy, 

from José Noriega, Los Médanos rancho near Mt. Diablo. Marsh 

became a well-to-do cattle rancher, married the daughter of a 

Massachusetts minister, built a great stone house (1856) for his wife 

and their daughter, and was eventually murdered leaving a vast 

fortune hidden, still undiscovered. His great stone house still survives 

in East Contra Costa county and is in dire need of restoration. Please 

visit www.JohnMarshHouse.com. 

 

229. MôCOLLUM , William. California As I Saw It. 

Pencillings by the Way of its Gold and Gold Diggers! and 

Incidents of Travel by Land and Water, by...A returned 

Adventurer. With Five Letters from the Isthmus by W. H. 

Hecox. Edited by Dale Morgan. 219pp. Title-page vignette, 1 

illustration, map endpapers; notes, index. Cloth-backed 

pictorial boards, paper spine label. A very fine copy with 

slightly chipped pictorial dust jacket. Los Gatos: The Talisman 

Press, 1960. $90. 
 Reprint of the extremely rare first edition of 1850 of which 

only 6 copies are known. This edition is limited to 750 copies and 

includes Dale Morganôs excellent 69 page introduction, extensive 

notes and an index. Dr. MôCollum arrived in San Francisco on the 

Niantic in July of 1849. He traveled to Stockton and the Southern 

Mines but found that mining for gold was too strenuous. He went 

back to San Francisco and survived by practicing his profession. He 

then journeyed to Sacramento and the Northern Mines and again tried 

mining. Soon thereafter, he headed home via the Isthmus of Panama 

in early 1850. [Kurutz: 417-b]. 

 

230. MACFARLANE , James. An American Geological 

Railway Guide, giving the Geological Formation at Every 

Railway Station, with Notes on Interesting Places on the 

Routes, and a Description of each of the Formations. 216, [4], 

4pp. Single-page map. Red cloth stamped in black and gold. 

Contemporary ownerôs signature, spine slightly faded, a few 

small spots. Overall, a fine copy. New York: D. Appleton, 

1879.  $175. 
 First edition. A fascinating practical guide to geological 

formations along American railways. Includes a section on each state, 

with quite detailed treatments of California, Texas, Oregon, 

Washington Territory, Colorado, Utah, Kansas and Missouri. 

Includes an Index of Railroads in the United States and Canada. 

 

231. MôILVAINE, William, Jr. Sketches of Scenery and 

Notes of Personal Adventure in California and Mexico... With 

a foreword by Robert G. Cleland... Folio. ix, 78 pp. 16 plates. 

Original linen back strip, marbled boards, paper spine label. A 

very fine and bright copy. (San Francisco): Printed at the 

Grabhorn Press for the Book Club of California, 1951.  $200. 
 Limited to 400 copies. MôIlvaineôs ñsketchesò were first 

published in 1850, and included ten views of California. The sketches 

of San Francisco, Sacramento, and Stockton are among the earliest 

known, as are those of Sutterôs Fort and Mill. ñMôIlvaine arrived in 

San Francisco from Callao, Peru, on June 1 and left on November 1, 

1849, on board the steamer California. This album-like volume 

represents one of the earliest publications illustrated with on the spot 

drawingsò (Kurutz). [Grabhorn: 517; Howes: M-112; Howes II: M-

112; Kurutz: 420-b]. 

 

SOLD MACKAY , Alex. The Western World; or, Travels in 

the United States in 1846-47: Exhibiting Them in Their Latest 

Development, Social, Political, and Industrial; Including a 

Chapter on California. 2 volumes. Pp. xii, [13]-312, [30, ads] 

+ iv, [13]-316. Publisherôs gilt and blind-stamped dark brown 

cloth. Spine ends and corners show wear, else a fine and clean 

copy. Philadelphia: Lea & Blanchard, 1849. $300. 
 First American edition. Description of and observations on 

the United States based on the authorôs extended stay and travels. 

Covers the countryôs political institutions, slavery, the military, 

education, religion, manufacturing, etc., and an additional chapter on 

California. ñJudicious commentary based on extensive travelsò 

(Howes). Mackay arrived at Halifax in January 1846 and proceeded 

through North and South Carolina, by water to Mobile, through the 




